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Abstract

The main objective of this empirical research is to test the effectiveness of gratitude
increasing intervention on college students. The field experiment carried on one hundred junior and
senior college students (fifty percent females)showed that the intervention was efficacious in
improving the level of gratitude of the subjects.
Key words:Gratitude, gratitude increasing intervention
Effectiveness of a Gratitude Intervention in Increasing Gratitude
Introduction

“QGratitude is a vaccine, an antitoxin, and an antiseptic.” John Henry Jowett, the great British
preacher has described the unquestionable value of gratitude in this famous quote. In most of the
religions all over the world like Hindu, Buddhist, Muslim, Christian, and Jewish traditions, it is
considered as an esteemed human tendency (Emmons et al., 2003). Psychologists also consider
gratitude as one of the important virtues and strengths of human being. The positive psychology
movement has brought in light many of the human virtues and gratitude is one of them. Eminent
positive psychologists Peterson and Seligman have included gratitude in their VIA Classification of
Strengths (Peterson & Seligman, 2004)which serves as the antithesis of DSM.

The term originated from the Latin impression of gratia, involves the feelings of grace,
appreciation and graciousness (Emmons et al., 2003). The definition of gratitude is an emotional state
that requires person to acknowledge that he has received some positive outcome from an external
source (Emmons and McCullough, 2003). The focus of gratitude is directed toward another
person(Emmons and Mishra, 2011). The person may feel grateful for other human beings as well as
non-human things. It also involves appreciating the benefits received from others and a feeling of
reciprocation for the giver or extend the feeling to others (Froh et al., 2010).

The strong correlations between gratitude and healthy psychological and social functioning
(McCullough et al., 2002) makes it even more desirable virtue. As compared to lesser grateful
individual, individuals with high gratitude describe themselves as optimistic, vital, higher on life
satisfaction and less depressed and not jealous of others. Such people are more helpful, sympathetic,
are forgiving in nature. Gratefulness leads to the enhancement in feelings connectedness and of
perceived social support (Wood et al., 2008). While describing the blessings of gratitude, Roberts R.
C. (2004), states that it eliminates the painful emotions of resentment, regret and envy and protects
happiness. Like other positive emotions gratitude also broaden and builds (Fredrickson, B. L.
2004).Armenta et al., (2016) came up with the idea that expressing gratitude leads to the efforts for
self-improvement via augmentations in connectedness, elevation, humility and indebtedness. The
supportive evidences offered by the researchers make the idea very convincing.
Rationale of the Study

The rationale behind the present experiment is the malleability of gratitude to the
interventions. Considering the psychological and social benefits of gratitude, positive psychologists
tried to cultivate gratitude through positive activity interventions. And thankfully previous research
has proved that gratitude is malleable to such interventions. Three types of gratitude interventions are
used to bring more gratitude in subjects i.e., listing events of gratitude, expressing gratitude in
behaviour and thirdly contemplating on gratitude (Rash et al., 2011). Also, there are many
psychological benefits of cultivating gratitude. Emmons & McCullough (2003) have found that
people keeping gratitude journals were more superior in amount of exercise they are doing, in the
level of optimism about the upcoming week and feelings about their lives as compared to the people
who kept the journal of stressful life events or neutral events. The subjects maintaining gratitude
journal also reported being more enthusiastic, alert and determined. Gratefulness reflection also
enhances positive affect (Watkins et al., 2003). In an intervention of eight weeks, Toepfer&Walker
(2009) found that subjects from experimental group who wrote three gratitude letters per week
showed increase in their level of happiness as well as gratitude.
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In view of the robustbackground of the previous research, the investigators of the present study
designed an intervention to increase gratitude and tested its effectiveness.While designing the
intervention, the three types of gratitude increasing activitiesare incorporated together to make the
intervention more effective. Also, it brings newness and freshness in the activities which is an
important component of successful intervention.
Objective

The present research aims to study the effectiveness of a gratitude intervention in increasing
gratitude
Hypothesis
A level of gratitudewill be greater in students from Experimental group following the Gratitude
Intervention than students from Control group
Methodology
Method

After selecting the total 100 students for this field experiment, they were assessed for their
initial level of Gratitude (pre-test). After twenty-one days of intervention, again the level of Gratitude
was measured at post-test.
Research Design
This field experimental study followed a classical‘Pretest- Posttest Control Group Design’. The
design necessitates random assignment of subjects into two groups i.e., Experimental Group and
Control Group.
Sampling
A convenient sample of one hundred undergraduate and post-graduate college students(females= fifty
percent) of the ages of eighteen to twenty-five(Mean= 21.35,SD=1.49) of M. V. P.’s Arts, Science
and Commerce College, Ozar Mig and L. V. H. College, Nashik, Maharashtra were selected as
subjects.
Tools
Gratitude Questionnaire-6(McCullough et al., 2002)
The self-report battery using seven-point Likert scale is used to collect responses of the subjects. It is
developed by McCullough et al. (2002). Inter-Item Consistency-Cronbach’s alpha estimates for the
six- item totals have ranged from .76 to .84 (McCullough, Emmons, & Tsang, 2002; McCullough,
Tsang, & Emmons, 2002).Concurrent validity with self-report measure is r =0.65 and peers’ ratings is
r=0.33
Analysis and Data Analysis

Analysis of Variance is done to know whether experimental group has benefitted from the
gratitude intervention and differ from control group in terms of level of gratitude. The calculated
value of 'Fx’ of 1.42(df= 2, 98) for GQ-6 is found insignificant at both the 0.01 (critical value = 3.95)
and 0.05 (critical value= 6.92) levels. It elucidates that the control group and experimental group did
not differ at pre-test. Though, the calculated value of ‘Fy’ of 5.45(df= 2, 98) is found significant and
0.05 level but not at the 0.01 level. The scores clarify that the groups were significantly different in
Gratitude after the intervention. In short, the control and treatment group were not different in their
level of Gratitude in the beginning of experiment though they were significantly different at the time
of post-test.

Test F ratio F(df= 2, 98)
GQ-6 Fx(pre- test) 1.42
Fy(post- test) 5.45%

*Significance at 0.05 level; GQ-6: Gratitude Questionnaire-6
The ¢ test is done to analyse further the difference between two groups consideringthe
significance of Fy values.As predicted, we found a statistically significant difference between the
means of pre-test (M =27.7, SD = 8.32) and post-tests (M=30.67, SD= 6.59) of experimental group.
The value of ¢’ (1.94) exceeds the critical value of 1.66 at 5% level. But no statistically significant
difference was found between the means of pre-test (M=28.5, SD= 4.07) and post-test (M=28.5,
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SD=4.07) of control group as the value of ‘¢’ does not exceed the critical value of 1.66 at 0.05

level.Hence, the hypothesiscan be accepted atthe 0.05 level of significance.

Conclusion

The present study attempted to evaluate the efficacy of a gratitude intervention in increasing
level of gratitude. The statistical analysis showed that a level of gratitude is greater in students from

Experimental group following the Gratitude Intervention than students from Control group.So, it can

be ascertained that the intervention is effective in augmenting gratitude. The newness and variety in

the activities and incorporating three types of gratitude increasing activities might have contributed in
accomplishing higher levels of gratitude in experimental group.

Recommendations

The effectiveness of this intervention can be tested on the subjects of different age groups.

The gender differences in gratitude can be explored in further research. An accompanying research

that explores the gender differences in benefits of such interventions can also be conducted.
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species composition and diversity. A total of 32 woody
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species were encountered in the study area lying

Date of Publication: between 1200m and 2500m elevation. Three species of

30 September 2020 Oak viz. Quercus leuchotrichophora, Q. floribunda and
Q. semecarpifolia were found to be dominant or co-
ISSN 2319-4361 dominant in the area. Q. leuchotrichophora shared the

maximum acreage at all elevations. Its associate species,
however, remained changing across the elevational
gradient. Results revealed that the phytosociological
characteristics of the studied forests vary remarkably
@®@@ in response to changes in altitude. Stem density
decreased while total basal area was found to increase
with altitude. No of species was maximum at lowest
altitude and steeply decreased with rise in altitude.
Diversity indices (Margelef Index, Menhinik Index,
Shanon Wiener Index, etc.) showed evident decline
in their values with altitude. However, an unexpected
dip due to anthropogenic pressure at middle elevation
range was also observed. These forests demand urgent
attention for their conservation and management.

Keywords: Ecosystem, forest, elevation,
biodiversity, community composition, environmental
factors.

Introduction

Forest ecosystems are believed to be the great
storehouses of biodiversity (Thomson et al., 2011).
They are evolved and influenced by a multitude of
environmental factors. Vegetation in a forest ecosystem
is a function of time (Kharakwal, et al., 2005), but its
ecological attributes (like community structure, floral
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composition, diversity, etc.) are mainly determined by
its geographic location, climatic regime, soil conditions
and other environmental factors. Vegetation complex,
even within a particular region, does not remain
uniform in time and space. It fluctuates in a cyclic
way with changing seasons and in a succession over
the years (Heady, 1958). Flora of a place responds to
and gets shaped by the changes in factors like altitude,
climate, soil conditions and natural and anthropogenic
disturbances. Variation in community characteristics
across environmental gradients is a major topic of
ecological investigations and has been often described
with reference to climate, biotic interaction, habitat
heterogeneity and history (Givnish, 1999; Willig et
al., 2003; Currie and Francis, 2004; Qian and Ricklefs,
2004; Bohra et al., 2010; Amissah, et al., 2014; Khaine,
et al., 2017)). Elevation is recognized as a fundamental
factor that influences forest community structure,
species composition, diversity, density, regeneration
and other ecological attributes of vegetation (Sharma
et al., 2009, 2010; Gairola et al., 2011; Kessler 2001;
Schmidt et al., 2006; Zhang et al., 2006). It is one of
the most important governing factors responsible for
regional differences in species composition particularly
in the Himalayan region (Sharma et al. 2016). Altitude
in itself represents a complex combination of many
related factors like topography, water availability,
soil characteristics, climate, etc. (Ramsay and Oxley,
1997) which greatly affect floral composition of an area
(Holland and Steyn, 1975). As geographic and climatic
conditions change abruptly along an altitudinal gradient
(Kharkwal, 2005), they affect the presence, density,
dominance and distribution of plant species.

Effects of altitude on vegetation have been analyzed
by various workers in different parts of the world
(Whittaker, 1972; Pavon et al., 2000; Mota, et al., 2017;
Acharya et al., 201; Ahmed, 2006) and particularly in
the western Himalayas (Saxena et al., 1985; Adhikari
et al., 1995; Kharkwal et al., 2005; Singh et a.l, 2009).
A great majority of them has confirmed the decline of
biodiversity with increasing elevation. Several studies,
however, reported peak values of species richness at
middle altitudes (Rahbek, 1997; Grytnes and Vetaas,
2002; Kharkwal et al., 2005) yet some other studies
have shown a linear relationship between species
richness and altitude (Givnish, 1999) and have given
other explanations for the same. Changes in forest
composition along elevational transects in the western

@ Ela Journal of Forestry and Wildlife | www.elafoundation.org | www.mahaforest.nic.in | Vol. 9 Part 2 (3) July - September 2020

Himalayan region are, thus, evident, but they require
proper and detailed measurement (Chitale et al., 2014;
Sharma et al., 2014) especially in areas which are
ecologically least investigated. Although a good
amount of such information is available for rest of the
Himalayan region, very few studies were conducted
on elevational gradation of vegetation in Jammu and
Kashmir. Vegetation composition with reference to
altitude has been evaluated by several workers in
parts of Jammu province (Raina and Sharma, 2012;
Sharma and Raina, 2013), Pak administered parts of
J&K (Shaheen et al., 2012) and Kashmir valley forests
(Rather, 2014). But No such study has been carried out
in the Pir Panjal Himalayan range (Rajouri and Poonch
districts of Jammu and Kashmir) which forms a distinct
region and is even taxonomically underexplored despite
its rich flora (Dar et al., 2014). Present investigation
was carried out in temperate broadleaved Oak
dominated forests of Rajouri (southern slope of Pir
Panjal mountain range) to assess the effects of altitude
on stand structure, species composition, diversity,
dispersion pattern and other ecological attributes of
vegetation. Pure or mixed stands of Oak (Quercus sp)
form the principal floral group on the southern slopes
of the range between 1200m and 3500m elevation. The
area is dominated at various altitudinal ranges (1300-
3500m) by one or the other species of Oak particularly
Quercus leuchotrichophora which 1is, ecologically as
well as socio-economically, a highly valued plant of the
region. These forests are also the main representatives
of the temperate broadleaved Himalayan forests in
Jammu and Kashmir. The approach adopted in this
investigation is direct gradient analysis in which
aspects of community composition, structure, diversity
and dynamics are simply analysed with reference to
the changes in evident ecological factors. The present
work would be helpful and fundamental in generating
baseline data and developing sound conservation and
management strategies for the region. It may also help
in understanding and predicting the biological impacts
of the climate change.

Materials and methodology

Study area

Pir Panjal Mountains, extending in a northwest to
southeast direction across Jammu and Kashmir in India,
form the largest range in the western Himalayas and
support wide range of vegetation including grasslands,
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scrubs and luxurious coniferous and broadleaved forests.
The present study was carried out in Oak-dominated
broadleaved mixed forests of Rajouri Forest Division
(district Rajouri) of Jammu and Kashmir (India). The
division, forming a part of southern slope of the Pir
Panjal Himalayan range, lies between 740 11’ 03.03”E
and 740 40’ 21.95”E longitude and 330 08’ 47.77"N
and 330 35° 05.16”N latitude with its altitude ranging
from 1000-6000 m above sea level. Topography of the
region is mountainous and varies from gentle slopes to
very steep ridges. It is characterized by the presence
of rich coniferous and broadleaved forests between
1000m to 3500m elevational range. Fourteen percent
(13.96%) of total forest cover in the region (Rajouri
Forest Division) comprises of broadleaved forests
in which Oak is, by and large, the principal species
(Anand, 2014). Major slope of the catchment area is
towards south and southwest and is drained by river
Ans and other tributaries of the Chenab. Climate is
generally mild in lower parts and harsher and cold
with heavy snowfall in upper hillocks. Average annual
rainfall is 1150 mm which is mainly received through
southwest monsoon during July-September. Division
is, administratively, divided into three forest ranges viz.
Kalakote, Kandi and Rajouri. Kandi forest range, for
it sufficiently representing the entire division in terms
of topography, soil, climate and vegetation type, is
selected for the present work (Figure 1).

Sampling and data collection

After preliminary surveying in the area, three forest
sites across a wide altitudinal range (from 1200m to
2500m) were selected for sampling. Sites were named
as per their local names (Table 1). Data collection
was carried out during 2017-18 using stratified
random sampling technique. Twenty quadrates (each
measuring 10x10m for trees and 5x5m for shrubs)
were laid at each site for collection and subsequent
analysis of phytosociological information. Plants with
GBH (girth at breast height) >20 cm were considered
as trees. Simple measuring tape was used to determine
girth of trees. Physiographic features (like elevation,
aspect and slope steepness) were recorded using
Garmin Etrex 10 GPS device.

Data analysis
Density, frequency and abundance were calculated
using standard methods. Basal area was estimated
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using formula:

Basal area

Where, cbh=circumference at breast height

Basal areas calculated for species were multiplied
with densities of the respective species to obtain total
basal area (m? ha™). Calculation of Importance Value
Index (IVI) for trees and Provenance index (PI) in case
of shrub species was done as below:

[VI=Relative Density+ Relative Frequency +
Relative Dominance (for tree species)

PI= Relative density + Relative frequency (for
shrubs)

Distribution pattern of all the tree species was
determined by abundance/frequency (A/F) ratio (also
known as Whitford Index) and was categorized as
regular (if A/F < 0.025), random (if A/F between
0.025 — 0.05) or contagious (if A/F > 0.05). Number
of species present in a forest was taken as Species
Richness (SR). Margalef index (MI) and Menhinik
index (Mel) of richness were calculated as MI= S-1/
log N and Mel=S/\N where S=number of species
and N= total number of individuals. Shannon—Wiener
diversity index (H") and Simpson’s diversity index
were calculated using the formulae:

s Shannon—Wiener diversity index (H") =
—Z pi [n pi

N
=l Simpson index of diversity (SI) = 1— (z
(P =
where, pi is the proportion of ‘th species and S
is the number of individuals of all the species. Simpson
index of diversity was expressed as 1-Cd to avoid
confusion.
Peilou’s index of evenness (e) was calculated as
e=H'/log N, where H" is Shannon Wiener index and N is
total number of species present.

Results

Composition: A total of 32 species of trees (20) and
shrubs (12) belonging to 30 genera were recorded from
the entire study area. Three species of Oak viz. Quercus
leuchotriphora, Q. floribunda and Q. semecarpifolia
showed their dominance and/or co-dominance all across
the study area. 14 species of trees were found growing
at site I, 6 at site Il and 7 at site III. 8, 6 and 4 species
of shrubs were found at sites I, II, III respectively. Total
density (individuals/ha) of trees was observed to be
975 at site 1, 840 at site II and 770 at site III. Density
of shrubs was found 380, 270 and 225 at sites I, II and
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I respectively. Total basal area (m*ha) of trees was
calculated to be 68.84, 133.04, 100.33 and 72.66 at sites
L IL, IIT and IV respectively. Whitford Index (Abundance/
Frequency ratio) ranged between 0.01 to 0.20 for trees
and 0.03 to 0.69 for shrubs (Table 2, Table 3 and Table
4).

At the lowest altitude i.e. 1200-1600m (Table
2), Quercus leuchotrichophora (IVI=148.410) was
followed in terms of highest density, frequency and
IVI values by Quercus floribunda (IVI=16.470), Pyrus
pasia (16.470), Rhododendron (1VI=16.369), Puma
granatum (IVI=15.146), Ficus palmate (1IVI=13.103),
Pinus roxburgi (IVI=11.941), Zanthoxylum armatum
(IVI=9.004 ), Celtis australis (IVI=10.772), etc. Among
shrubs, Berberis lyceum (PV=45.744), Indigofera
heterantha (PV=34.308), Rubus ellipticus (PV=31.839),
Sarcococca salinga (PV=26.901) were the prominent
species.

Mid elevation i.e. 1600-2000m (Table 3) showed
Quercus floribunda becoming more prominent with
IVI=39.216followedby Aesculusindica(1VI=22.882)and
Rhododendron arboreum (IV1=35.423). Berberis lyceum
(PV=52.020), Viburnum grandifolium (PV=34.848),
Elaeagnus umbellate (PV=32.492) and Rosa maschuta
(PV=28.114) were prominent in the shrub layer.

At higher elevation i.e. 200-2500m (Table 4), Quercus
floribunda (54.399) became even more ubiquitous.
Quercus semecarpifolia (IVI=11.924) started appearing
at this altitudinal range. Boxus wallichiana (IVI=31.210)
was another important endemic species of this range.
Other associate tree species of this altitude included Pyrus
pasia (19.345), Aesculus indica (11.996) and Lyonia
ovalifolia (8.259). Vibrnum grandiflora (PV=69.048),
Skimmia laureola (PV=52.540) and Berberis aristata
(PV=48.571) were present among shrubs.

Highest density (975) of tree species was observed
at lowest altitude (1200-1600m) and it decreased with
increase in altitude (lowest recorded equal to 770
individuals/ha). Similar trend existed for shrub layer with
maximum 380 at lowest elevation and minimum 225 at
highest elevation. Total basal area of tees, however, was
found to be lowest (68.84m*ha) at lower elevational
range and highest (133.04m?/ha) at the mid altitude.

Species Diversity

Species richness and diversity indices varied across
the stands studied, but not much significantly between
middle and higher altitudes (Table 5). Shannon-Wiener
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Index was highest (1.99 for trees) at lower elevation
and almost similar at middle (0.93) and higher altitudes
(0.96). However, it gradually decreased (1.93, 1.84
and1.34) for shrub layer moving from lower to higher
elevation. Simpson’s diversity index was minimum (0.70
for tress and 0.73 for shrubs) at 1200-1600 altitudinal
range. Margelef index values ranged from 0.74 to 1.88
for trees and 0.73 to 1.17 for shrubs whereas Menhenick
index was found between 0.20 to 0.44 for trees and 0.33
to 0.41 for shrubs, with their maximum values for trees
and shrubs at lowest altitude. These values showed a
decreasing trend from lower to higher altitudes. Peilou’s
evenness index (J°) was calculated to be highest (1.20)
at the middle altitude (0.49 to 0.75 for trees and 0.92 to
1.92 for shrubs).

Highest number of species (SR) for trees (14) and
shrubs (08) was found at 1200-1600m elevation. However
there was no significant difference in this respect between
middle and higher altitudes.

Discussion

Altitude is an important environmental gradient that
offers significant variations in vegetation characteristics
due to its direct impact on microclimate (Adhikari,
2015), especially in mountain regions for greater
and abrupt environmental changes across a relatively
small geographic range (Zhang et al., 2006). Studies
conducted in various parts of the Himalayas have
indicated remarkable differences in species composition,
distribution pattern and diversity attributable to altitudinal
impact ( Adhikari et al, 2015; Sharma et al., 2009, 2010;
Gairola et al., 2011; Kharkwal, 2005; Acharya et al,
201; Ahmed, 2006; Kharkwal et al., 2005; Singh et al,
2009). Present study was an attempt to assess the effect
of altitude on Oak and its associate species along an
elevational gradient in forests of Pir Panjal belt which
is ecologically still underexplored. It has revealed that
three species of Oak viz. Quercus leuchotrichophora, Q.
floribunda and Quercus semecarpifolia grow abundantly
between 1300m and 2500m. Quercus leucotrichophora
exhibiing highest frequency (100%), density (420 to
495 individuals/ha), basal cover (55.61 m*ha to 87.49
m?/ha) and IVI (148.410 to 167.248), predominates the
vegetation at all the three sites. This is in accordance with
the characteristic composition of temperate broadleaved
forests throughout the western Himalayas where different
species of oak often dominate the vegetation (Troup,
1921; Singh et al., 1984; Singh and Rawat, 2012). Values
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on phytosociological aspects obtained in the present study
are comparable with those observed by other workers for
similar vegetations in Uttrakhand (Lal and Laudhiyal,
2016), Kumaon (Singh and Singh, 1986), Gharwal
(Singh et al, 2016), parts of Jammu (Sharma and Raina,
2013) and other parts of the Himalayas (Singh and Singh,
1986; Khera et al., 2001; Ahmed et al., 2006: Paul et al.,
2018). Although Quercus leuchotrichophora was found
dominant all across the study area, it varied in its IVI,
density, abundance, frequency, etc. at different altitudinal
zones. This indicates wider eceological amplitude of the
species and its tolerance to biotic pressures. Quercus
floribunda and Q. semecarpifolia, however, became
more conspicuous respectively at middle (1600-2000m)
and higher (2000-2500m) elevations. Pinus wallichiana,
Aescules indica and Boxus wallichiana were the most
important co-dominants at lower, middle and higher
elevations respectively. Similar characteristics of
vegetation have been reported for the western Himalayan
temperate forests by other workers (Gairola et al., 2011;
Sharma et al., 2009; Singh et al, 2009). Associate species
like Rhododdendron arborium, Pyrus pasia, etc. were
found throughout the study area (though exhibiting
different values of stem density, frequency and IVI in
different stands) and it signifies their wider altitudinal
range and greater adaptability to varying situations.
Presence of the only conifer species intermixed with Oak
at lower altitudinal zone indicated the ecotonal effect
which was also responsible for the maximum number
of species in this zone. On the contrary certain associate
species including endemic Boxus wallichiana and Q.
semecarpifolia were only found at higher altitude owing
to their restricted natural range. Decrease in the stem
density with a rise in altitude was also in accordance with
the trend observed by other workers in the Himalayan
region (Gairola, et al.,, 2011; Acharya, et al., 2011;
Shaheen et al., 2012). Basal cover for individual species
as well for entire tree vegetation was, however, found
maximum at mid elevation and it is due to presence
of old growth forests. Majority of plant species in the
study area have shown clumped distribution/dispersion
(indicated by WI index values) as it is very common in
natural ecosystems (Odum, 1972).

Diversity is generally believed to decrease with
altitude and a similar trend was found in the present study
also. The values of diversity indices (Shanon Wiener
index, Simpson index of diversity, Margalef index and
Menhinik index) calculated for the study area are similar
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to those reported by other workers in other parts of the
Himalayas (Sharma et al., 2009, 2011; Singh et al, 2016,
Sharma et al., 2017). Maximum number of species and
diversity indices values at lowest elevation and a steep
decline upward was also due to edge effect as it bordered
subtropical region. However it did not show much
difference at middle and higher altitude in diversity of tree
species which can be attributed to intense anthropogenic
disturbances at mid elevations in the region.

Conclusion

Information on vegetation characteristics of forest
areas is important from research, conservation and
management point of view. Forest area investigated in the
study is dominantly populated by at least three species
of Oak almost all across the altitudinal gradient between
1300 and 2500m. Although Quercus leuchotrichophora
grows abundantly irrespective of elevational zonation,
the associated tree and shrub species keep replacing one
another while moving across the elevational gradient.
All phytosociological characteristics of the vegetation
vary remarkably in response to changes in altitude.
Tree species diversity decreased with altitude but an
unexpected decrease at the middle range is attributed to
anthropogenic pressures.
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Table 1 General profile of study sites

Site Forest Elevational range (m) Aspect Slope/terrain
Figures and Tables
I Gadyog-Kanthol 1200-1600 South western Gentle
II Jaglaanoo-Perinar 1600-2000 South eastern Steep
I Badhal-Nangathub 2000-2500 Western Gentle

Species

Table 2 Vegetation analysis at Site I Gadyog-Kanthol forests

Density

(per ha)

Total basal cover (m?/

habasal area)

Tree species

Figure 1 Sampling sites in the study area

Abundance/Frequency

(WD)

i/PV

gZZ; f}”;iichop . 440 55.617 0.054 148.410
Quercus floribunda 40 4.212 0.064 16.470
Rhododendron 40 1.561 0.025 16.369
Bombax ceiba 20 0.536 0.200 5.329
Grevia optiva 25 0.440 0.063 8.203
Pyrus pashia 110 1.696 0.036 27.495
Pinus roxburgii 50 1.248 0.125 11.941
Puma granatum 70 0.321 0.077 15.146
Ficus palmate 60 1.342 0.150 13.103
Zanthoxylum armatum 35 0.285 0.088 9.004
Celtis australis 35 0.642 0.056 10.772
Morus alba 10 0.103 0.100 3.676
Melia azaderachta 20 0.382 0.050 7.607
Ulmus wallichiana 20 0.464 0.087 6.476
Total 975 68.848
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Shrub Species

Ellaegnus umbellate 30 0.075 24.107
Zizipus mauritiana 25 0.063 16.699
Berberis lyceum 100 0.063 45.744
Carrisa spinarum 25 0.125 11.436
Indigofera heterantha 75 0.083 34.308
Rosa maschuta 15 0.150 8.967
Rubus ellipticus 65 0.070 31.839
Sarcococca salinga 45 0.050 26.901
Total 405 Abundance/Frequency PV

Table 3 Vegetation analysis at Site 11 Jaglanoo-Perinar forests

Species

Density
(per ha)

(m?/ha)

Abundance/

Total basal cover
Frequency

Tree species

(WI)

Quercus leuocotrichophora 495 87.496 0.010 167.248
Quercus floribunda 90 15.274 0.025 39.216
Aesculus indica 50 8.370 0.056 22.882
Lyonia ovalifolia 25 2.497 0.100 9.108
Rhododendron arboreum 85 16.681 0.033 35.423
Pyrus pashia 95 2.723 0.033 26.122
Total 840 133.041
Shrub species

Elaeagnus umbellate 55 0.138 32.492
Berberis lyceum 75 0.047 52.020
Rubus ellipticus 40 0.044 32.997
Viburnum grandifolium 45 0.050 34.848
Rosa maschuta 35 0.056 28.114
Amelocissus latifolia 20 0.050 19.529
Total 270
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Table 4 Vegetation analysis at Site 111 Badhal-Nangathub forests

ot Density Total basal AFI”VZZZZZE;/
(per ha) area (m*ha) (WD)
Tree species
Quercus leuocotrichophora 420 75.239 0.052 162.868
Boxus wallichiana 115 1.465 0.072 31.210
Pyrus pasia 55 1.095 0.061 19.345
Quercus floribunda 120 16.647 0.033 54.399
Quercus semecarpifolia 25 1.274 0.063 11.924
Aesculus indica 20 1.997 0.050 11.996
Lyonia ovalifolia 15 2.616 0.100 8.259
Total 770 100.333
Shrub species
Skimmia laureola 70 - 0.072 52.540
Elaeagnus umbellate 35 - 0.088 29.841
Vibrnum grandiflora 75 - 0.030 69.048
Berberis aristata 45 - 0.031 48.571
Total 225
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out during the year 2015 — 2016. Out of total 100
observations on Blue Bull (Boselaphus tragocamelus),
a maximum of 31 individuals were recorded in a single
group, whereas, minimum group size was of a single
(01) individual. The frequency of finding male Blue Bull
@G)@@ was 39.4 % (SD +04.02), female 52.7 % (SD +06.15)

and sub adult / juvenile was 07.9 % (SD +01.29).
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INTRODUCTION:

In Gujarat, all four (04) species of Antelopes are found
i.e. Blackbuck Antilope cervicapra, Indian Gazelle
(Gazella bennettii), Four-horned Antelope (Tetracerus
quadricornis) and Blue Bull Boselaphus tragocamelus.
Out of these four antelope species, Blue Bull is widely
distributed throughout the state. Except Four-horned
Antelope remaining all three species of antelopes are
found in Bhavnagar District, Gujarat. Blue Bull is the
biggest Asian antelope. and is also called “Nilgai”.
Bhavnagar district is located in Saurashtra region of
Gujarat near the Gulf of Khambhat. In herbivorous
animal grouping is the main behaviour for survival,
searching for food and protection. Group composition
and group size are found to vary in various herbivorous
animals. In ungulates one male becomes dominant
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over the group, such type of grouping phenomena was
also observed in Blue Bull; normally the male Blue
Bull controlled the group and were dominant over
them. Blue Bull is not as gregarious as other herding
ungulates like Black Buck but it occurs in small groups
throughout the year.

STUDY AREA:

Bhavnagar district is located in Saurashtra peninsula
of the Western part of Gujarat state. Bhavnagar district
placed at 210 00’ and 220 30" N. Latitudes and 71°-
15 and 720 - 30 E. Longitudes. Bhavnagar is situated
228 Km from the state capital Gandhinagar and to the
west of gulf of Khambhat. Bhavnagar is the fifth largest
city in Gujarat and the second largest city of Saurashtra
region. Bhavnagar district covers over 8579.45 sq.
Km area; it includes 269.24 sq. km of forest cover and
985.57sq. Km non agricultural land. It has an average
elevation of 24 meters (78 ft). The district covers total 11
Tehsil (Taluka) till 2014, thereafter due to new territorial
demarcation, state government declared Botad as new
district, so some area of Bhavnagar district went to
Botad district, and at present Bhavnagar district covers
total 10 Tehsil (Fig. 1). Geographically, Bhavnagar
district consists of diverse characteristic like uneven,
rocky (basaltic) land surface traversed by mountain
ranges/ridges. Soil composition of Bhavnagar district
is generally good for crops of commercial value like
Onion, Cotton, Groundnuts, vegetables etc. and also for
the grains like Bajara, Juwar (sorghum) and Wheat etc.

7 GUIARAT
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Fig.1. Map of study area.
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MATERIALS AND METHODS:

Study area for the grouping behavior of Blue Bull
covered Bhavnagar city to Alang ship yard, which
is about 55 km. Study was carried out on both sides
of Bhavnagar — Hathab - Alang road up to 2 Km in
right and left sides of the area having the Agricultural
land, Barren land, rural forest area and coastal saline
land (Khar). Avania (Khar), Pipaliya pul, Bhumbhali,
Ghogha, Kuda, Khadsaliya and Mithiviradi were
selected for detailed study. Observations were made by
direct method, to avoid disturbances observations were
made from a distance with the help of Nikon 8§X40
Binocular and Photographs were taken with the help of
Sony HX 400 Camera for documentation. Data were
analyzed by using standard statistical formulae using
Microsoft Excel software.

RESULT:

Table 1 shows the group composition of different
groups of Blue Bull in the study area; data represent
the number of male, female, sub-adult and juvenile in
a single group. Data also show the group size of Blue
Bull (minimum to maximum); total 100 observations
were taken to determine the group formation of Blue
Bull, maximum number in a single group was observed
to be 31 individuals and minimum number in a group
was observed to be 01 individual. Data show that Blue
Bull generally remain in a mixed group (49%), but
some time they also form only males (35%) group and
only females (16%) group, sub=adults and juveniles
preferred to remain with female individuals. It was also
observed that most of groups having 1- 5 individuals
in a group (56%) and at the same time only few groups
were found to have more than 25 individuals in a group
(4%). An Average of 3.31(39.4 %,) + 4.02 male Blue
Bull were found, an average of females was 4.43(52.7%)
+6.15 and an average of sub-adults / juveniles was
recorded to be 0.67(7.9%) + 1.29. Number of male Blue
Bull ranged between 0-17, number of female ranged
between 0-24 and sub-adults / juveniles were 0-8.

Fig.2. shows the percent of male Blue Bull in
different groups, and data shows that 20% groups did
not have any male, 20% groups had single male, 19%
groups with 2 males, 12% groups with 3 males,12%
groups with 4 males, 1 % group with 5 males, 1%
group with 7 males, 3% groups with 8 males, 1% group
with 9 males, 2% groups with 10 males, 3% groups
with 11 males, 1% group with 13 males, 1% group with
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Male Blue Bull

14 males, 1% group with 15 males, 2% groups with 16
males and 1% group with 17 males were recorded.

Fig.3. shows the percent of female Blue Bull in
different group, data indicate that 37 % groups did not
have any female, 7% groups had single female, 17%
groups with 2 females, 6% groups with 3 females, 2%
groups with 4 females, 3 % groups with 5 females,
5% groups with 6 females, 4% groups with 8 females,
3% groups with 9 females, 1%, group with 11 females,
1% group with 12 females, 1% group with 14 females,
2%. groups with 15 females, 2% groups with 16
females, 3% groups with 17 females, 2% groups with
18 females, 1% groups with 19 females, 1% group with
21 females, 1% group with 22 females and 1% group
with 24 females were recorded. Number of female Blue
Bull ranged between 0-24.

Fig.4. shows the percent of sub-adult / juvenile Blue
Bull in different group, data indicated that 68 % groups
did not have any sub adult / juvenile, 14% groups had
single sub adult / juvenile, 10% groups with 2 sub adult
/ juvenile, 4% groups with 3 sub adult / juvenile, 2%
groups with 4 sub adult / juvenile, 1% groups with 5
sub adult / juvenile and 1% group with 8 sub adult /
juvenile were recorded.

Group composition of male Blue Bull (Fig. 5),
shows that 20% groups did not have any male, 35%
groups had having only males, 15% groups had having
males and females both, 02% groups had sub-adult/
Juveniles with the males and 28% groups composed
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Female Blue Bull

of females, males and Sub-adult/ Juveniles. Fig. 6
shows group composition of female Blue Bull, data
indicate that 38% groups di not have any female, 16%
groups had only females, 15% groups had females
and males both, 03% groups had Sub-adult/ juvenile
with the female and 28% groups composed of female,
male and Sub adult/ Juvenile. Fig. 7 indicates group
composition of Sub-adult/ Juvenile in the study area,
67% groups did not have any sub adult/ Juvenile,
02% groups had having sub adult/ Juvenile and male,
03% groups had sub adult/ Juvenile and female and
28% groups composed of Sub adult / Juvenile, male
and female. Grouping pattern in Blue Bull differs
from other ungulates like Blackbuck, Chital, Sambar,
and Chinkara. Generally, Blue Bull thrives in small
scattered groups and the smallest group of Blue Bull is
not more than 1-5 individuals likewise the largest group
of Blue Bull is not more than 20 individual often seen
in the groups having more than 30 individual in the area
during the study period. Presence of male and female
individuals in a group is also different from that of
other ungulates which normally have one or two males
present in a group. But more than two male individuals
were present in mixed groups of Blue Bull, likewise
the presence of female individuals was two to three in
a mixed group of Blue Bull. Juvenile and sub-adult
males and females were also found in a group. Out of
total 100 groups observed during the study, 32 groups
having population of sub adult and juvenile, of which
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Juvenile Blue Bull

only 3 groups did not have male individuals and 2
groups did not have females, but these groups had sub-
adult male and not juveniles. It was also observed that
all groups having sub adult and juvenile having mean
group size 14.2 was higher than over all mean group
size (8.41) and ranged between 3 — 31; group having 31
individual was the largest group. During non-breeding
season by the process of segregation only males form a
group in which only adult male individuals were found,
One unique behavior of Blue Bull which was observed
was that during the monsoon Blue Bull moved towards
the shrub land from the open land, probably to avoid
rain, hence during the monsoon large group were seen
occasionally and during the winter and summer they
live in open land in scattered groups.

DISCUSSION:

Findings of the study show that there was no
specific group composition pattern observed in Blue
Bull. According to Bayani and Watve (2016) the
group may vary in a single day at different times,
and similar behavior was also observed in the present
study. Size of the group was also found to be different
in agricultural land and forest area; in agricultural land
the group remained smaller in size, whereas in forest
land it became larger. It is possible that while raiding
crops Nilgai herds breaks in to smaller groups which
presumably reunite when they take to forest cover
again. The smaller groups may have a greater tendency

750 |
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Mixed herd of Blue Bull

to raid crops (Bayani and Watve 2016).

Generally, Blue Bull are seen scattered in one or
two individual’s group with 1-2 males or 2-3 females
and in mixed group males, females, juveniles and sub-
adults are also seen. During the non-breeding season
adult and sub adult males segregate and form mixed
group, only for some time. Only male group was also
observed, whereas, sub-adult male Blue Bull join in to
the group and form a mixed group of adults and sub-
adults during the breeding season. Interestingly, a group
of only adult male Blue Bull was regularly observed at
Avania khar area during the study.

Observation of the present study also supports the
findings of Dharmakumarsinhji (1959) and Sheffield
et al. (1983) that Blue Bull is non-migratory, although
individuals and groups are capable of considerable
movement if ambient conditions (e.g., drought) ensue.
It was observed that the Nilgai remain in the same area
for long time and moves in their home range regularly
which was recorded up to 8 Km?2. Home range of Blue
Bull of the study area was quite similar with findings
of Sheffield et al. (1983), home ranges of Blue in a
5,680-ha fenced area in southern Texas averaged 4.3
kmZ (0.6-8.1 km?).

Blue Bull remains in small groups, the group
size varies in different habitat but they rarely form
congregations and large groups. According to Dinerstein
(1980), Nilgai occur in groups ranging from 01 to
10 individuals, and the mean group size observed in
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Total Number of Blue Bull Male Female Juvenile / Sub-adult
Average of Blue Bull 31 43 .67 41
Range of Blue Bull -18 -24 -8 -31
Number of groups -
% 4 7 9

SD 02 15 29 .26

Percentage of Female Blue bull in Group

HO N1 H? EH3 E4 EH5 EH6 H7 m8 EHMorethan8

o0 2%

3%
2%

Fig.2 Chart showing the percent of the Male Blue Bull in group.

Group composition of Female Blue bull
m Mo Female group
m Only Female group
= Female and Male group
® Female and Subadult/ juvenile group
3%

= Mix group of Male, Female and
Subadult/ juvenile

Fig.3 Chart showing the percent of the Female Blue Bull in group.
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Percentage of juvenile / sub adult Blue bull in Group
HO M1l W2 W3 W4 E5 W6 W7 W8 WMorethan 8

0, 0,
0% 5, 1%,9% 0%

Fig.4 Chart showing the percent of the Juvenile/ Sub adult Blue Bull in group.

Group composition of Male Blue bull

2./.

Fig. 5 Chart showing the percent of Male Bull in each group.

m NoMale group

B Only Male group

 Male and Female group

B Male and Subadult/ juvenile group

m Mix group of Male, Female and Subadult/
juvenile

Group composition of Subadult/ juvenile Blue hull

B No Subadult/ juvenile group

M Only Subadult/ juvenile group

M Subadult/juvenile and Male
group

3%
39 M Subadult/juvenile and Female
group
0%
m Mixgroup of Male, Female and

Subadult/ juvenile

Fig. 6 Chart showing the percent of Female Bull in each group.
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3%
2%

Group composition of Subadult/ juvenile Blue bull

B No Subadult/ juvenile group

B Only Subadult/ juvenile group

Subadult/ juvenile and Male
group

m Subadult/ juvenile and Female
group

m Mix group of Male, Female and
Subadult/ juvenile

Fig. 7 Chart showing the percent of Sub-adults and juveniles in each group.

Karnali - Bardia in Nepal was 2.9. In Sariska, seasonal
group size of Nilgai (excluding single individuals)
varied greatly, from 02 to 43 individuals, with a mean
group size of 4.0 (Sankar 2004), In Gir, Khan et al.
(1995) reported mean group size of Nilgai as 2.2, with
high seasonal variability in group sizes. In the study area
average of group size was found 8.41+ 8.26 individual
per group which was higher than the above observations,
but it was quite low than Khan and Khan (2016), where
they recorded total of 108 groups comprising of 1845
individuals and the mean group size was found to be
17.10 = 4.08. The maximum number of individuals
was recorded in Pala sallu (61) while the minimum was
seen in Sikandarpur Cherat (1) in Aligarh district, Uttar
Pradesh. In Aligarh district the Blue Bull were found
to congregate in forest patch due to harassment by
farmers. In Bhavnagar district the number of individual
in a group varied from minimum 01 to maximum 31
individuals in a group, thereby showing that Blue Bull
remain scattered in smaller groups.

Khan and Khan (2016) showed the percentage of
animals in different group size categories including
26% groups comprised of 0-5 group category, 22%
comprised of 6-10 group category, 20% were in the 11-
15 group category, 22% in 16-20 group category and
10% in >21 group category in winter season. While in
summer 11% groups comprised of 0-5 group category,
24% comprised were 6-10 group category, 13% were in
the 11-15 group category, 22% in 16-20 group category
and 30% in >21 group category in Aligarh district, Uttar
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Pradesh. In Bhavnagar district the percent of animals in
different group size category were 56% groups having
1 - 5 individuals, 13% groups having 6 - 10 individuals,
08% groups having 11 -15 individuals, 11% groups
having 16 -20 individuals and 12% groups having
>21lindividuals. Blue Bull of the study area preferred
to form small groups when animals enter crop fields for
foraging.

CONCLUSION:

During the study, maximum 31 individuals were
recorded in a single group, whereas minimum group
size was a single (01) individual. Percent occurrence
data showed that male Blue Bull were 39.4 % (SD
+04.02), female 52.7 % (SD +06.15) and of sub-adults
/ juveniles were 07.9 % (SD +01.29). Data indicated
that presence of female individuals was higher than
the males. Data also indicated that the group pattern in
the Blue Bull was different than for other herbivorous
animals like Blackbuck, Spotted Deer and Sambar.
Blue Bull of the study area preferred to form small
groups, as small group probably because they tend to
get benefitted when entering crop fields for foraging.
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ABSTRACT:

Vultures are obligate scavengers that play a
significant role in an ecosystem as they help in
prevention of disease spread. Though rapid decline
of vulture population was reported from the northern
India in the last decade, information from the southern
part is scanty. Hence, in the present study we studied
the distribution pattern of vultures in Sathyamangalam
Tiger Reserve. Survey of the study area was undertaken
from 2015 to 2016 to determine the distribution pattern
of three critically endangered and one endangered
vulture in the landscape. The distribution profile of
vultures in this landscape was of great significance, as
the study area lies in the junction of Western and Eastern
Ghats landscape. Comparative analysis of the data
revealed the highest occurrence of Gyps bengalensis,
followed by Gyps indicus, Sacrogyps calvus and
the lowest records of Neophron percnopterus. The
distribution pattern of these vultures suggests that they
prefer moist/dry deciduous forest which enables better
visibility. The spatial analysis based on drainage map
and land surface temperature reveals that their soaring
behaviour was facilitated by this environment leading
to habitat preference.

Keywords: Gyps, obligate, scavengers, deciduous.

INTRODUCTION:

Vultures are obligate scavengers belonging
to Accipitridae and Catharidae families and are
distributed in all the continents except the polar
regions. Conservation of raptors is approached with
the core understanding of prey-predator relationship,
but the perspective of a scavenger is different as the
carcass is ephemeral on the spatio-temporal scale. In
this scale the availability of live prey is more abundant
than carrion due to rapid assimilation of carrion, either
by decomposition or scavenging (DeVault et al. 2003).
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Fig.1.Record of number of individual sightings of the four vultures across the season in Sathyamangalam Tiger Reserve.

Hence, vultures as obligate scavengers exhibit both
physiological and behaviour adaptations that foster
their ability to locate and use carrion as a food source.
Primarily, due to energy constraints they should possess
the ability to fly in the soaring mode, an efficient mode
of locomotion (Ruxton and Houston 2004).

Vultures by using minimal energy in soaring flight
can increase their search area, effectively exchanging
the spatial and temporal unpredictability of carrion at
local scales for relatively predictable occurrences at
much larger scales (DeVault et al. 2003; Ruxton and
Houston 2004). The obligate scavenging vultures have
highly acidic stomachs (as low as pH = 1) that probably
help to decrease the pathogenic risk of high microbial
loads and few to no feathers on their heads, which
reduces fouling (Houston and Cooper 1975).

These adaptations in favour of their survival enabled
their distribution across the world in different types of
vegetation and habitats. Vultures in India were once
common (Ali and Ripley., 1978) and were recorded in
varied landscapes such as croplands to cliffs. In spite
of the adaptations to these landscapes, vultures had
significantly declined and the major reason being the

®
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anthropogenic factors. These species are considered
to be the most threatened functional group accounting
to 61% of them threatened with extinction (Bird Life
International, 2015; Ogada et al. 2010). In India, there
are nine species and the status of the Gyps species
(Gyps bengalensis, Gyps indicus, Gyps tenuirostris)
are critically endangered and categorised in Schedule
I under the Indian Wildlife Protection Act (1972).
The other species investigated in this study, includes
Sacrogyps calvus which is regarded as critically
endangered and Neophron percnopterus as endangered
(Bird International, 2015).

In any habitat, these obligate scavengers are
inextricably linked to the distribution and availability
of carrion. Thus, any shift in the quantity or temporal
stability of carrion resources profoundly affects the
composition and dynamics of scavenging communities.
The availability of carrion is highly modulated by
climate (DeVault et al. 2003) and trophic integrity
(Wilmers et al. 2003; Wilmers and Post., 2006). Thus,
a critical research priority is to elucidate the impact
of environmental factors on the survival of vultures
and the anthropogenic pressure on the environmental
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factors. With the number of vulture record in declining
trend, status of these scavengers urges more research on
distribution with relation to climatic conditions, forest
type or vegetation. Hence, in this study, the distribution
pattern of four vultures in relation with vegetation,
drainage and land surface temperature were analysed
using remote sensing data.

STUDY AREA

The study area of the present investigation was
Sathyamangalam 10°29°15” to 11°43°11” N latitude
and 76°50°46” to 77°27°22” E longitude covers
1408.405 km? and located in the Northern Part of Erode
District. Sathyamangalam Tiger Reserve is mostly an
undulating terrain with deep Moyar valley and located
at the confluence of Eastern and Western Ghats of the
state of Tamil nadu. Throughout the year, the average
temperature ranges from 6°C to 45°C, whereas in May
and June it can reach up to 49°C. The perennial Moyar
River and Kukkalthorai halla drains entire area, which
receive rainfall mostly from the north-eastern monsoon.
The annual rainfall is low (400 mm) and the area
falls in the rain shadow of Nilgiris hill slopes on the

@ Ela Journal of Forestry and Wildlife | www.elafoundation.org | www.mahaforest.nic.in | Vol. 9 Part 2 (3) July - September 2020

southern side. The altitude ranges from 350 to 1000 m
above msl. Sathyamangalam Tiger Reserve (STR) with
adjoining forest divisions forms a continuous stretch of
forests which provides an extensive and varied habitat
for wildlife. The study area was selected because of
the wide range of climatic conditions which attracted
vulture species in and around STR. The study was
carried out during January 2015 to December 2016.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Study was carried out from January 2015 to
December 2016 to determine the distribution pattern of
four vulture species across the four seasons — North East
Monsoon (NEM) September, October and November),
South West Monsoon (SWM) (June, July, August),
Summer (March, April, May) and Winter (December,
January, February). To assess, roads including tarred
and metal were used as transects amounting to a total
length of 203.5 km. To record the sightings of the
vultures, regular monitoring was conducted, which
started from 7 A.M in the morning to till 5P.M in the
evening. Sightings of vultures were recorded through
GPS location points and represented as distribution
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Map 1: Map showing the distribution of the four vulture species in coherence with the different types

of vegetation in Sathyamangalam Tiger Reserve.

pattern in the map of Sathyamangalam Tiger Reserve
using the software ArcGIS.(V 10). The drainage map
of Sathyamangalam Tiger Reserve is downloaded from
USGS website, the vegetation and the Land surface
temperature map from Copernicus website.

RESULTS:

Neophron percnopterus, with the status of being
endangered was the least recorded with a total
number of 83 sightings in comparison with the other
three critically endangered vultures with 1465 for
Gyps bengalensis, 439 for Gyps indicus and 175 for
Sacrogyps calvus. Seasonal variations in the number of
vultures sighted and encounter rate of four species of
vultures varied (Figure 2). The encounter rate of Gyps
bengalensis 0.4584 (+0.033) was highest in summer as
compared to other seasons. Other three vultures were
also recorded with a comparatively higher value in
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summer, with an encounter rate of 0.1126 (+0.014) for
Gyps indicus, 0.0502 (+£0.004) for Sacrogyps calvus
and 0.01806 (+£0.002) for Neophron percnopterus. It
is significant to note that the distribution pattern of all
the four vultures were influenced by the season and the
linear relation was observed to follow a similar trend
depicted in Figure 1.

The distribution pattern revealed the north-west
and south-west part of the reserve dominated by
deciduous vegetation was a potential habitat for the
scavenger population, harbouring major population of
these endangered population in this area as depicted
in Map.1. The entire region possesses a network of
water drainage system and the proximity of water
source clearly influenced the distribution pattern of
these vultures is depicted in the Map.2. Distribution
of all these four vultures overlaid on the Land surface
temperature map was also depicted in Map.3.
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Map 2: Map showing the distribution of the four vulture species in coherence with the drainage

network in Sathyamangalam Tiger Reserve.

DISCUSSION:

In the Anthropocene era, the risk of extinction of any
species greatly depends on the human centred activities
and its consequences driven climate change. From
various reported evidence from 1999, it is obvious that
the human promoted use of diclofenac across the Indian
subcontinent had drastically threatened the population
of these unique species. Though the total population of
the country is decreasing in a long term trend (SolB,
2020), the information on quantitative assessment on
the population in the study area was almost negligible.
Nevertheless, in the study area, decreasing population
trends were observed due to the lack of nesting habitats
in the previously observed areas (Ramakrishnan and
Samson, 2019).

As obligate scavengers, prey mortality might play
a significant role in their habitat use pattern (Kendall
et al., 2014). The livestock availability in the villages
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within the boundary of the reserve also enhanced the
carcass availability for the vultures. Religious beliefs
of people in this landscape are associated with cattle
and hence the dead cattle are thrown at the outskirts
of the village. But Gyps vultures found in the Moyar
valley were less dependent on carcass of livestock
and their major source of food were carcass of wild
animals/ungulates (Ramakrishnan et al, 2010). This
fact favours the only isolated population of vultures in
this landscape, after the reported 99% decline of Gyps
species reported in the northern part of India (Prakash,
1999). Hence, it is evident that the survival of these
vultures is influenced by environmental factors which
in turn shape their habitat use pattern.

The habitat of Sathyamangalam is a forest stretch
which extends continuously with the adjoining forest
areas. Interms of forest types, the landscape is dominated
by 46.5% of dry deciduous forest followed by 22.3% of
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Map 3: Map showing the distribution of the four vulture species in coherence with the land surface
temperature pattern of Sathyamangalam Tiger Reserve.

moist deciduous forest. The other forest types include
evergreen with 11.8%, grassland with 11.45% and open
scrub with 7.8% (Map.1). The occurrence of vultures
in this landscape also supports their requirement of a
relict wooded area, mature trees and range of foraging
habitat (Fargallo et al. 1998; Donazar et al. 2002a;
Carrete & Donazar 2005).

In this study, vultures were observed to be
predominantly distributed along the deciduous
vegetation of the STR landscape. Vulture density was
higher in the interface of the protected and unprotected
area (Herremans & Herremans-Tonnoeyr 2000) was
reported from Botswana. The north western side of the
STR exhibits the trend of distribution of these vultures
in such interface, which might be explained by the
presence of adjoining forest regions such as Nilgiri
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North, enabling vultures to access a wide foraging area
across administrative boundaries.

The distribution of these vultures in the proximity of
deciduous forests was supported by the fact that they
roost on lofty and sparsely branched trees, the reason
includes the enhanced visibility of the surroundings and
minimumenergy expenditure foratakeoff(Yamac2007).
These roosting sites provide favourable microclimate
enabled by temperature inversion facilitating thermal
regulation of vultures (Thompson et al., 1990).

The reason behind the occurrence of these four
vultures in the other areas can also be attributed to
facilitated thermoregulation. Geographically, land
surface temperature varies based on the density of
vegetation, presence of water bodies and mountains. As
STR is a landscape with all these factors, land surface
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temperature varies across the landscape (Map 3). The
differential distribution of vultures preferring higher
land surface temperature regions might be explained by
the proportionality of higher land surface temperature
to the thermal uplift, which enables these vultures to
soar high with minimum energy expenditure.

Another significant factor is the availability of water
in the form of streams and other naturally present
water sources in the forest areas of STR as evident in
the drainage map (Map.2). The availability of water
alters the land surface temperature and lowers the
temperature in accordance with the increase in moisture
due to evaporation. Hence, the differential land surface
temperature across the areas would also be dependent
on the availability of water and thus influence thermal
uplift of these vultures.

MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS:

This study also supports that the population of

the four vultures in STR was very low, especially
the endangered Neophron percnopterus. Having the
characteristic feature of slow breeders with low growth

rates and diclofenac contamination in the other parts of

the country, this population of vulture at the junction
of Eastern and Western Ghats is the last hope to restore
the vulture population. Therefore, there is an urgent
need to save the habitat and protect the large trees from
all possible threats including forest fire and ensuring
safe and sufficient food availability for vultures. Thus,
the insights on the correlation between the land surface
temperature, water availability and forest type of STR,
substantiates the environmental factors as the influential
drive for the surviving vulture population and the need
to be conserved.
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Abstract
Avifaunal diversity of Anjaneri protected area is
studied. We report total 98 species birds from 11 orders
ISSN 2319-4361 and 41 families out of which 20 species are winter
migrants and 5 species are endemic to Maharashtra.
Breeding sites of critically endangered Indian vultures
are observed in the the northern-western Ghats a globally
@@@ important hotspot of biodiversity and our baseline
th‘Ei.ﬂﬂJ information will helpful for future conservational and
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Introduction

The biological diversity and resources are important
for the world’s economy and human needs and the
conservation of sites of rich biodiversity is an important
strategy to stop loss of biodiversity (Biodiversity
Convention 2000). The Western Ghats of India is well
known for its biodiversity and endemic species (Padhey
and Ghate 2002; Gunawardene et al. 2007; Daniel and
Vencatesn 2008). The diversity of birds is vital for pest
control, pollination, seed dispersion, and scavenging
(Sekercioglu et al. 2017). The destruction of habitat
by humans and their activity is the main cause of loss
of avifaunal diversity (Bhadja and Vaghela, 2013).
For maintaining the diversity of plants and animals
the study and protection of bird species is important
(Simeone et al. 2002). For understanding the ecology
and conservation of an area, the study of the avian
community is important (Kati and Sekercioglu 2006).

The Northern Western Ghats (NWG) comprise
different types of habitats like forests, grasslands,
rocky cliffs, and plateau (Datar and Watve 2018) and
this an important habitat for many endemic, rare and
endangered species. (Ghate 2015). In Maharashtra, the
NWGs passes through 12 districts and the mountain
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Figure.1. Anjaneri hills during summer.

ranges of these areas are less studied (Datar 2019).
Nashik district of Maharashtra is part of NWGs and
it has around 340 species of birds out of which 27
bird species are threatened. (Raha et al. 2004). The
Nandurmadhmeshwar wetland, Gangapur dam, Ozar,
and Wani adjoining grasslands are Important Bird Areas
(IBA’s) present in Nashik.

The NWG of Maharashtra includes part of the
Trimbakeshwar mountain range situated in Nashik,
which shows forest covers, rocky cliffs, and valley
(Khairnar 2009). The avian diversity of north
Maharashtra has not been well studied (Mahabal et
al.2011). The Trymabkeshwar mountain ranges contain
the Anjaneri hills located around 20 km from Nashik
city. Anjaneri hills are situated at an altitude of 1280 m
above sea level. The 5 hills of Trimbakeshwar mountain
range forms the Anjaneri hills (Pethe et al. 2015). The
southern part of these hills is covered by dense forest.
Anjaneri is the birthplace of Lord Hanuman (Anjaneya,
son of Sun God) and this protected area is well known
for its floristic diversity. The avian diversity and its
distribution in Anjaneri has not received scientific
consideration. This is the first effort to document
avifaunal diversity of this area. Therefore, this paper
aims to provide preliminary information on the avifaunal
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diversity of Anjaneri protected area. This study will help
implement conservation and management planning for
the area.

Materials and Method

Study area and Habitat

The total area of Anjaneri is 923.68 hectares spread
between 19° 55’ 12" N, 73° 34’ 12" E and divided into
various habitat types like semi-evergreen forest patches,
grasslands, riparian patches, agricultural land, rocky
lateritic plateau, and human settlements. The Anjaneri
area is divided into three wide-ranging plateaus at an
elevation of 800 m, 1100 m, and 1200 m above MSL
respectively (Jaybhayeetal.2016). The climate is divided
into three-seasons, summer (March to May), monsoon
(June-October), and winter (November to February).
The temperature of Anjaneri ranges between 10°C to
36°C with an annual average rainfall of 2174mm, the
temporary water source originates during monsoon
whereas in summer the area is dry. (Figure 1- 3).

Vegetation

The vegetation of the area contains major species of
trees like Ficus racemosa, Mangifera indica, Lannea
coromandelica, Kydia calycina, Heterophragma
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Figure.2. Anjaneri hills during monsoon.

quadriloculare, Erythrina stricta, Terminalia arjuna,
Terminalia bellirica, Mallotus philippensis, Careya
arborea, Lagerstroemia microcarpa, Pterocarpus
marsupium, Olea dioica. Shrubs like Barleria lawii,
Dicliptera leonotis, Strobilanthes reticulate, Rauvolfia
serpentine, Woodfordia  fruticosa,  Securinega
leucopyrus and Grasses like Apluda mutica, Chloris
virgata, Dendrocalamus strictus, Coix gigantea.

Method

The field survey was conducted once in a week of
every month from June 2016 to June 2017, from morning
0600hrs till evening. The identification of bird species
was done using standard field guides and books (Ali and
Ripley 1987; Grimmett et al. 1999; Pande et. al. 2011).
The status of the birds is given as per [UCN Red List
of Threatened Species (Birdlife International 2017)
and classification is given as per Praveen et al. (2020).
Percent occurrence of families was calculated by the
method of Basavarajappa (2006). The endemic species
were recorded according to Jathar and Rahmani (2006).

Result and Discussion:
The study showed a high diversity of birds including
critically endangered vultures. Distribution of species
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with genus, families, orders, Resident and ICUN status
recorded at Anjaneri reserved forest is presented in
Table 1. This area represents 17.62% avian diversity of
Mabharashtra (Mahabal et al. 2011)

A total 98 species of birds belonging to 11 orders,
41 families were recorded during the study. Order
Passeriformes showed a total 65 species followed by
order Accipitriformes with 8 species. The percent
occurrence of species in respective orders is given (Table
2). Muscicapidae family showed 10 species, which
is the largest number of species from a single-family
which includes flycatchers, thrushes and robins. Birds
are associated with high vegetation diversity because
they provide food and shelter (Koli 2014). Presence
of fruit and flower-bearing flora of the area attracts
avifauna. The agricultural area is a good food source
for birds (Dhindsa and Saini, 1994). Rice is the main
crop of this area, and rice field are temporary habitat
for many birds like pigeon, myna, sparrow, house crow,
cattle egret, heron, and parakeet because these field
provide food source before and after harvesting. The
most diverse avifauna was observed at an elevation of
800-1100 m probably because of less human disturbance
and presence of diverse flora. The distribution of birds
mainly depends upon availability of suitable habits for
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Figure.3. Anjaneri hills during winter.

breeding, roosting and nesting. (Sharma et al.2018).
The survey showed 20 bird species, which are winter
migrants, seven species, are local migrants and two
species were vagrants. Psilopogon viridis (Boddaert,
1783) Rhipidura albogularis (Lesson, 1832) Galerida
malbarica (Scopoli, 1786), Galerida deva (Sykes, 1832)
and Myophonus horsfieldii (Vigors 1831) were observed
during the study and these are endemic to Maharashtra.
Anjaneri is home for of critically endangered Indian
Long-billed Vulture and White-backed Vultures. Raha et
al.2015 had observed the presence of vultures in this region.
The cliff of Anjaneri is an excellent habitat for Indian
long-billed Vulture and the trees like Mangifera indica,
Pterocarpus marsupium Terminalia arjunaprovide suitable
breeding and nesting sites for White-backed Vultures. This
area has a suitable habitat for these threatened vultures.
The cattle population in the area is large so monitoring of
veterinary drugs from the area is important to know the
probable threat to vultures. The programs for awareness
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need to be conducted in Anjaneri and nearby villages, to
save the vulture species. The avian diversity of Anjaneri
hill is rich and further study should be focused on ecology,
habitat wise distribution and population dynamics for
better management and conservation.
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Table 1. A Checklist of birds with their Resident and ICUN Status.

S Common name Species name Res. ICUN
No Status | Status
Order: Galliformes : Family: Phasianidae
Indian Peafowl Pavo cristatus (Linnaeus, 1758) R LC
Painted Francolin Francolinus pictus (Jardine & Selby, 1828) R LC
Order: Columbiformes:Family:Columbidae
3. | Rock Pigeon Columba livia (J.F.Glemin,1789) R LC
4. | Spotted Dove Streptopelia chinensis (Scopoli, 1786) R LC
5. | Laughing Dove Streptopelia senegalensis (Linnaeus, 1766) R LC
6. | Yellow-footed Green-Pigeon | Treron phoenicopterus (Latham, 1790) R LC
Order: Cuculiformes : Family: Cuculidae
7. | Greater Coucal Centropus sinensis (Stephenes, 1815) R LC
Asian Koel Eudynamys scolopaceus (Linnaeus, 1758) R LC
Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus (Linnaeus, 1758) R LC
Order: Caprimulgiformes : Family: Apodidae
10. |Little Swift Apus affinis (J.E.Gray,1830) R LC
11. | Asian Palm-Swift Cypsiurus balasiensis (J.E.Gray,1829) R LC
Order: Pelecaniformes : Family: Ardeidae
12. | Indian pond heron Ardeola grayii (Sykes, 1832) LM LC
13. |Little Egret Egretta garzetta (Linnaeus, 1766) LM LC
14. | Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis (Linnaeus, 1758) LM LC
Family: Threskiornithidae
15. |Indian Black Ibis Pseudibis papillosa (Temminck, 1824) LM LC
Order: Accipitriformes: Family: Accipitridae
16. | Black Kite Milvus migrans (Boddaert, 1783) LM LC
17. | Oriental Honey-buzzard Pernis ptilorhyncus (Temminck, 1821) LM LC
18. |Indian long billed Vulture Gyps indicus (Scopoli, 1786) R Cr
19. | White -backed Vultures Gyps bengalensis (J.F.Glemin,1788) R Cr
20. | Short-toed Eagle Circaetus gallicus (J.F.Glemin,1788) R LC
21. | Montagu’s Harrier Circus pygargus (Linnaeus, 1758) WM LC
22. | Shikra Accipiter badius (J.F.Glemin,1788) R LC
23. | Eurasian Sparrow hawk Accipiter nisus (Linnaeus, 1758) WM LC
Order: Coraciformes: Family: Alccedinidae
24. | Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis (Linnaeus, 1758) R LC
25. | White-throated Kingfisher | Halcyon smyrnensis (Linnaeus, 1758) R LC
Family: Meropidae
26. | Green Bee-eater Merops orientalis (Latham, 1801) R LC
Family: Coraciidae
27. | Indian Roller Coracias benghalensis (Linnaeus, 1758) LM LC
28. | European Roller Coracias garrulus (Linnaeus, 1758) WM LC
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Order: Piciformes : Family: Rhamphastidae

29. | Coppersmith Barbet Psilopogon haemacephalus (Statius Muller, 1776) R LC
30. | White-cheeked Barbet Psilopogon viridis (Boddaert, 1783) R* LC
Order: Falconiformes: Family: Falconidae
31. | Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus (Linnaeus, 1758) R LC
32. | Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus (Tunstall, 1771) WM LC
Order: Pssitaciformes Family: Psittaculidae
33. | Rose-ringed Parakeet Psittacula krameri (Scopoli, 1769) R LC
Order: Passeriformes Family: Campephagidae
34. | Small Minivet Pericrocotus cinnamomeus (Linnaeus, 1758) R LC
35. | Orange Minivet Pericrocotus flammeus (J.R.Forster, 1781) R LC
Family: Vengidae
36. | Common Woodshrike Tephrodornis pondicerianus (G.F.Glemin, 1789) R LC
Family: Aegithinidae
37. | Common lora Aegithina tiphia (Linnaeus, 1758) R LC
Family: Rhipiduridae
38. | White spotted Fantail Rhipidura albogularis (Lesson,1832) R* LC
Family: Dicruridae
39. | Black Drongo Dicrurus macrocercus (Vieillot,1817) R LC
40. | Ashy Drongo Dicrurus leucophaeus (Vieillot,1817) R LC
Family: Monarchidae
41. |Indian Paradise-Flycatcher | Terpsiphone paradisi (Linnaeus, 1758) VvV LC
Family: Laniidae
42. | Bay-backed Shrike Lanius vittatus (Valenciennes, 1826) R LC
43. | Long-tailed Shrike Lanius schach (Linnaeus, 1758) R LC
Family: Corvidae
44. | House Crow Corvus splendens (Vieillot, 1817) R LC
45. | Large-billed Crow Corvus macrorhynchos (Wagler, 1827) R LC
Family: Stenostiridae
46. Sr}]egziaecied Canary- Culicicapa ceylonensis (Swainson, 1820) R LC
Family: Alaudidae
47. | Malabar Lark Galerida malbarica (Scopoli, 1786) R* LC
48. | Tawny Lark Galerida deva (Sykes, 1832) R* LC
Family: Cisticolidae
49. | Common Tailorbird Orthotomus sutorius (Pennant, 1769) R LC
50. | Grey-breasted Prinia Prinia hodgsonii (Blyth, 1844) R LC
51 | Ashy Prinia Prinia socialis (Sykes, 1832) R LC
52 | Plain Prinia Prinia inornata (Sykes, 1832) R LC
Family: Acrocephalidae
53. | Booted Warbler Iduna caligata (M.H.C Lichtenstein, 1823) WM LC
54. | Blyth’s Reed Warbler Acrocephalus dumetorum (Blyth, 1849) WM LC
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Family: Hirundinidae

55. | Dusky Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne concolor (Sykes, 1832) R LC

56. | Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica (Linnaeus, 1758) R LC

57. | Wire-tailed Swallow Hirundo smithii (Leach, 1818) R LC

58. | Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica (Laxman, 1769) R LC
Family: Pycnonotidae

59. | Red-vented Bulbul Pycnonotus cafer (Linnaeus, 1766) R LC

60 | Red-whiskered Bulbul Pycnonotus jocosus (Linnaeus, 1758) R LC
Family: Phylloscipidae

61. | Sulphur-bellied Warbler Phylloscopus griseolus (Blyth, 1847) WM LC

62. | Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita (Vieillot, 1817) WM LC
Family: Sylviidae

63. | Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca (Linnaeus ,1758) WM LC

64. | Yellow-eyed Babbler Chrysomma sinese (J.F.Glemin,1789) R LC
Family: Leiothrichidae

65. | Quaker tit Babbler Alcippe poioicephala (Jerdon 1841) R LC

66. | Jungle Babbler Turdoides striata (Dumont 1823) R LC
Family: Sturnidae

67. | Brahminy Starling Sturnia pagodarum (J.F.Glemin,1789) R LC

68. | Common Myna Acridotheres tristis (Linnacus 1758) R LC

69. | Bank Myna Acridotheres ginginianus (Latham ,1790) R LC

70. | Jungle Myna Acridotheres fuscus (Wagler, 1827) R LC
Family: Turdidae

71. | Indian Blackbird Turdus simillimus (Jerdon, 1839) LC
Family: Muscicapidae

72. | Indian Robin Saxicola fulicates (Linnaeus 1766) R LC

73. | Oriental Magpie-Robin Copsychus saularis (Linnaeus 1758) R LC

74. | Tickell’s Blue Flycatcher Cyornis tickelliae (Blyth,1843) R LC

75. | Malabar Whistling-Thrush | Myophonus horsfieldii (Vigors 1831) R* LC

76. | Red-breasted Flycatcher Ficedula parva (Bechstein, 1792) WM LC

77. | Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros (S.G.Glemin,1774) WM LC

78. | Blue-capped Rock-Thrush | Monticola cinclorhynchus (Vigors 1831) WM LC

79. | Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitaries (Linnaeus 1758) WM LC

80. | Pied Bushchat Saxicola caprata (Linnaeus, 1766) R LC

81. | Desert Wheatear Oenanthe deserti (Timminck,1825) WM LC
Family: Nectariniidae

82. | Purple-rumped Sunbird Leptocoma zeylonica (Latham 1790) R LC

83. | Purple Sunbird Cinnyris asiaticus (Linnaeus, 1766) R LC
Family: Estrildidae

84. | Red Avadavat Amandava amandava (Linnaeus, 1758) R LC

85. |Indian Silverbill Euodice malabarica (Linnaeus, 1758) R LC

86. | Scaly-breasted Munia Lonchura punctulata (Linnaeus, 1758) R LC
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Family: Motacillidae

87. | Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea (Tunstall, 1771) WM [LC

88. | Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava (Linnaeus, 1758) WM [LC

89. | Paddyfield Pipit Anthus rufulus (Vieillot,1818 ) R LC

90. | Long-billed Pipit Anthus simillis (Jerdon 1840) WM [LC

91. | Tawny Pipit Anthus capestris (Vieillot,1818 ) WM [LC

92. | Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis (Linnaeus, 1758) WM [LC

93. | Olived backed Pipit Anthus hodgsoni (Richmond, 1907) WM [LC
Family: Diacaedae

94. | Thick-billed Flowerpecker | Dicaeum agile (Tickell, 1833) R LC
Family :Irenidae

95. | Golden-fronted Leatbird Chloropsis aurifrons (Temminck, 1829) R LC
Family: Ploceidae

96. | Baya Weaver Ploceus philippinus (Linnaeus, 1766) R LC
Family: Passeridae

97. | House Sparrow Passer domesticus (Linnaeus, 1758) R LC
Family: Emberizidae

98. | Crested Bunting Melophus lathami (J.E.Gray, 1831) A% LC

Abbreviation used: Resident Status: R — Resident; LM - Local Migrant; WM - Winter Migrant and V - Vagrant.
R*-Endemic to Maharashtra. ICUN Status: LC- Least concern; Cr- Critically Endangered.

Table 2. Percent occurrence of species in respective orders.

Sr. No Orders Family Species Percent Occurrence
1. Galliformes 1 2 2.0

2. Columbiformes 1 4 4.1

3. Cuculiformes 1 3 3.1

4. Caprimulgiforms 1 2 2.0

5. Pelecaniformes 2 4 4.1

6. Accipitriformes 1 8 8.1

7. Coraciformes 3 5 5.1

8. Piciformes 1 2 2.1

9. Falconiformes 1 2 2.1

10. Pssitaciformes 1 1 1.0

11. Passeriformes 28 65 66.3

Total 11 41 98 100

Reference: e Bhadja, P., & Vaghela, A. (2013). Study on avifaunal

e Ali, S.and S.D. Ripley. 1987. Compact Handbook of
the Birds of India and Pakistan. 2nd Edition Oxford
University Press.

e Basavarajappa, S. (2006). Avifauna of agro-
ecosystems of Maidan area of Karnataka. Zoos’Print
Journal, 21(4),2217-2219.

diversity from two freshwater reservoirs of Rajkot,
Gujarat, India. Intl J res Zool, 3(2), 16-20.

e Biodiversity convention (2000) http://www.unep.ch/
conventions.
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ABSTRACT

The Lammergeier (Gypaetus barbatus) has been
uplisted to Near Threatened category of IUCN red list
of threatened species due to its declining population.
The change in population dynamics of such scavenging
birds can lead to an ecological imbalance and increase the
chance of disease spread among wildlife and livestock.
Keeping in view the absence of baseline data regarding
Lammergeier from Kashmir Himalaya, we examined the
current status in Hirpora WLS by using Line Transect
method to get a population estimate of the vultures in
the area. A total of 47 individuals, 39 adults and 8 sub-
adults, were observed during four seasons in Hirpora
WLS. Kruskal-Wallis ANOVA was used to test the null
hypothesis of randomness. The results showed that there
is a significant variation (P<0.05) in both population status
and Encounter rate of Lammergeier in different seasons.
Flock size also varied significantly (P<0.05) across
different months. These variations could be attributed to
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changes in the availability of day light hours and food in
different seasons in Hirpora WLS. We recommend a long
term study and conservation programme be undertaken
for Lammergeier in the area.

Key words: Flock size, Encounter rate, Lammergeier,
Hirpora, Population, Kashmir

INTRODUCTION

A species in an ecosystem exists as a population of
individuals of the same species that are found in the same
geographic or temporal environs (Kumar and Mina 2019).
For proper management and conservation of wildlife, the
estimation of populations is of the utmost importance.
When we know the number of a particular species, then
the effectiveness of our conservation strategies for that
species can be tested. Therefore, it is a key element in
identifying priority areas that need to be conserved.
Vultures, an ecologically important scavenging group
of birds, are regarded as the key functional species
in cleaning the environment by feeding on carcasses
(Hussain 2015). They are obligatory scavengers. This
helps reduce epidemics and recycles nutrients in the
environment. Therefore, the absence or loss of vultures
from our ecosystems will result in an increased number
of other scavenging agents like feral dogs. This change
in population dynamics of scavenging faunal elements
will increase the probability of disease spread among
wildlife and livestock (Prakash et al. 2003). In a nutshell,
their decline or local extinction may directly or indirectly
affect the functioning of ecosystems as well as the health
of wildlife and associated human populations.

Difterent vulture species show local seasonal fluctuations,
and their number and activity may vary throughout the
day or within a season (Newton 1979). The movement
of vultures depends on environmental conditions and
it is directly related to find food and frequency of
thermals and ambient temperatures. The conservation of
threatened vulture species requires reliable and robust
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assessments of long-term demography so as to visualise
proper management. The aim of the present study was to
investigate the seasonal variation in population status and
encounter rate of Lammergeier in Hirpora WLS because
of the paucity of published literature. The surveys of
the study area were undertaken from May (2018)-April
(2020) to determine the population of Lammergeier.

MATERIALS AND METHODS:

Study area

Hirpora WLS spreads over an area of 341 km? in Shopian
District, Kashmir. At an altitude of 2546 m from sea level,
the sanctuary is located between 33°39° 55” N latitude and
74°39°40” E longitude. It has forests, pastures, scrub land,
waste land and water bodies. To the north, the sanctuary
is bound by Lake Gumsar, to the east by Rupri, to the
south by Saransar, to the west by the Pir Panjal pass and
to northeast by Hirpora village (Ahmad et al. 2015). The
slopes are gentle to moderately steep on the eastern aspect
and very steep with many cliffs on the upper northern and
western portion. The southern and south-eastern portions
are moderately steep. The area is renowned for its rich
floral and faunal diversity. The main faunal elements
of the sanctuary include- Pir Panjal Markhor (Capra
falconeri), Himalayan musk deer (Moschus leucogaster),
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Himalayan black bear (Ursus thibetanus), Himalayan
brown bear (Ursus arctos), Leopard (Panthera pardus),
Red fox (Vulpes vulpes) and Tibetan wolf (Canis lupus).
The vegetation of the sanctuary is divided into mixed
coniferous forests, deciduous subalpine scrub forests and
subalpine pastures. The coniferous forests are dominated
by Kail Pine, the sub alpine forests are dominated by fir
while the deciduous subalpine scrub forests are dominated
by Himalayan birch (Betual utilis) and juniper (Juniperus
communis) (Ahmad et al. 2011).

METHODS

Data collection

Vultures were enumerated by walking over trails in
Hirpora wildlife sanctuary. The entire study period was
divided into spring (March, April and May), summer
(June, July and August), autumn (September, October and
November) and winter (December, January and February)
seasons. The study area was visited monthly. Vultures
were identified by using a field guide (Grimmett and
Inskipp 2016). When encountered, their number, activity
and the major habitat type in the surrounding area were
noted. The geographical coordinates were also recorded
with a GPS handset (Samson et al. 2016).
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Population (No. of individuals) Encounter rate (/km) Group size
Season S :
Total no. of individuals Mean+SE Mean SE Max. Min.
Winter 07 2.33+0.33 0.24 0.09 |2 1
Spring 12 4.00+0.00 0.38 0.13 |2 1
Summer 15 5.00+0.00 0.51 0.14 |2 1
Autumn 13 4.33+0.33 0.46 0.14 |2 1
Total 47 3.91+0.31 0.40 | 0.10 -
Kruskall-Wallis ANOVA | H=8.65; df=3; p=0.034 H=8.51; df=3; p=0.037 -
Table 1. Mean population and encounter rate and group size of Lammergeier during different seasons in
Hirpora WLS.
STATISTICAL ANALYSIS found regarding mountain cliff-breeding Lammergeier.

Basic statistics such as, mean and standard deviation were
calculated for all the variables and are given as X+SE.
Statistical analysis were performed by using windows
based statistical packages- Microsoft Excel and MINITAB
(Ryan et al. 1992). A non-parametric test, Kruskal-Wallis
ANOVA was used for testing the null hypothesis at
P<0.05.

Results

We observed 47 Lammergeier during the study period;
and which comprised of 83% adults (n=39) and 17% sub-
adults (n=8). Among them 7, 12, 15 and 13 individuals
were observed during winter, spring, summer and
autumn seasons, respectively. The mean population
of Lammergeier was highest for summer, followed by
autumn, spring and winter. We found a significant variation
(P<0.05, Kruskal-Wallis ANOVA) in seasonal populations
of Lammergeier in Hirpora WLS. The maximum and
minimum group size was 2 and 1 respectively (Table 2).
Mean encounter rate (/km) was highest during summer
(0.51£0.14) and lowest during winter (0.24+0.09) (Table
1). The average flock size of Lammergeier was highest in
March (2.00+0.00) and lowest in December (1.00+0.00)
and January (1.00+0.00).

DISCUSSION

The Lammergeier has been uplisted to Near Threatened
category of [IUCN because of declines throughout most of
its fragmented range (Paudel et al. 2016). Yet most studies
on vultures in South Asia are focussed on white-rumped
(Gyps bengalensis) and Slender billed vultures (Gyps
tenuirostris) at lower altitudes (Prakash et al. 2003; Oaks
et al. 2004; Baral et al. 2007) and very few studies are

®

774 |

This study presents the first base line data for a long
term study of the ecology of this scavenger. The mean
population size of Lammergeier varied significantly
according to seasons in the study area. Population size
of Lammergeier was found to be highest during summer
season compared to rest of the three seasons (Table 1). In
summer, the high availability of day light hours, and almost
continuous formation of thermal updrafts helps breeding
as well as non-breeding vultures to disperse and forage
(Venkitachalam & Senthilnathan 2016). The vultures
start breeding from winter onwards, and variations on the
counts could simply reflect less movement by incubating
vultures. These findings are similar to studies in Nilgiri
North forest division and Sathyamanalam Tiger reserve of
Moyar valley, Tamil Nadu showing that there is a seasonal
variation in population size of different vulture species in
the area (Venkitachalam and Senthilnathan 2016).

The average flock size of Lammergeier was highest
for the month of March (2.00+£0.00) and lowest for the
month of December (1.00+0.00). However, Bhusal (2011)
recorded the average flock size of Lammergeier to be
543.81. Tryjanowski and Morelli (2018) while studying
the effects of habitat and time of the day on flock size
of vultures in Cuba found that flock size varied between
habitats, reaching a maximum of 43 in valleys and 31
in agricultural landscapes with domestic animal farms
suggesting that carrion resources located in agricultural
habitats and river valleys is crucial for the continued
survival of vultures.

Prakash et al. (2003) surveyed northern, eastern and
western India, and calculated the encounter rates of 0.14
and 0.08 individuals per kilometre for white backed and
long-billed vultures respectively. Similarly, Umapathy et
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al. (2009) studied the status and distribution of vultures in
Andhra Pradesh, India and found encounter rates still less
(0.003 per kilometre for Long-billed vulture and 0.0002
per kilometre for White-backed vulture). However, than
these estimates as 78.16% of the area is composed of
rocky habitat (Rather et al. 2016) that provides suitable
locations for breeding purpose of these cliff breeders.

During current study, the population and encounter
rate of Lammergeier was maximum during summer and
minimum during winter months. This is probably due
to the availability of food as during summer months
thousands of livestock remain present in the sanctuary.
Therefore, vultures usually soar more frequently in search
of livestock carcasses during these months. However,
during winter month the area receives heavy snowfall and
is deserted by nomads during late autumn.

CONCLUSION

The current population size of Lammergeier in
Hirpora WLS is very small. Keeping in view its declining
populations globally, necessary, long term measures
need to be taken to save the species in its natural habitat.
Moreover, studies on its conservation issues and diet
overlap with other vulture species in Hirpora WLS needs to
be undertaken to conserve the species from deterioration.
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Background:

A rescue call was received by the Ela Transit
Treatment Centre (ETTC), Ela Habitat, Pingori from
a farmer. An Indian Fox (Vulpesbengalensis Shaw,
1800) had fallen in a well, on 22 August 2020 at 13.30
hrs. The location was Kamathwadi,Walhe (18.1868 N,
74.1520 E, Altitude 725 m ASL.

Species: Vulpes bengalensis(Shaw, 1800); Family:
Canidae

Local name: Khokad (Marathi), [UCN status: LC,
WPA: Schedule I1

Distribution: From the Himalayan foothills
throughout India except the North-East & Western
Ghats.

Habitat:

Open rocky patches, desert and near human
habitation and agricultural fields. Commonly they use
complex dens with several openings or the dens under
the rock ledges or crevices.
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Rescue:

A farmer saw that an animal had fallen in a well
around 8.00 AM on 22 Aug 2020. The animal took
refuge on a ledge inside the well. Initially, the farmer
tried to rescue the fox with the help of a bucket but
was not able to do so. Then he informed ETTC about
the incident. We immediately reached the spot to carry
out the rescue, and forest officials were also informed
about the same. We inspected the well which was
without railing and the edge was covered by bushes and
vegetation. The well was 63 ft. deep and 30 ft. wide, the
water level was at 28 feet from the top. We prepared
a rescue net with the help of ropes using a volleyball
net (Size-length 365cm, width137cm, and mesh size
14*14 cm) and bamboos. We tried to grab the fox in the
net, which was difficult as the animal was scared. But
finally, after repeated attempts we succeeded in catching
the fox. This could be done when one of our volunteers
descended in the well with all safety measures and
precautions and the volunteer pushed the individual
safely in the net. The fox was safely pulled out of the
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well. The moment it came out of the well the individual
immediately escaped from the net and ran away.

The major threats to the Indian Fox (Vulpes
bengalensis) are habitat loss, road traffic accidents,
illegal trapping and poaching, disturbance of den
sites, falling in wells, snaring in safety nets, or farm
compound nets.
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Two rare migratory raptors sharing the same perch

Amit Arun Darunkar
(Email: ar.amitdarunkar@gmail.com)

Citation: Darunkar Amit Arun (2020). e Name of species- Eurasian Hobby (Falco Subbuteo)
Two rare migratory raptors sharing the same perch. and Black Baza (Aviceda Leufotes)
Ela Journal of Forestry and Wildlife ® Scientific Name- Falco Subbuteo & Aviceda
Vol.9 Part 2 (3): 778 Leufotes

® Status- Least Concern. (IUCN Red List, 2015).
Date of Publication: ® Date of sighting- 16 nov 19.
30 September 2020 e Time of sighting- 10.45 AM.

® Weather parameters- Sunny.
e Number of times sighted- Twice.
e Number of birds- Hobby was single ans Baza in

ISSN 2319-4361

pair.
® Gender of bird- female hobby and Baza pair.
o0 ® Locality- 30km before Shibkhola MAHANANDA
WILDLIFE SANCTUARY, WEST BENGAL .

e Habitat description- Deciduous forest .

® Distance from human habitation- Approximately
Skm.

® Any other bird/animal associates- None.

® Bird behaviour- Baza Couple First Attacked Hobby
2-3 Times As They Were In That Area Before Hobby
Came . But After Half An Hour They Setteled On
Same Tree Quietly And I Got This Momment.

® Threats to the habitat- Advancing human
habitation and photography tourism .

® Photographs- Attached.

® Previous records- Multiple Records from
Mahananda wildlife sanctuary but unique because
of single frame picture of these elusive migratory
birds . Eurasian Hobby take a halt in particular area
only for few days .
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Recent Sighting of Orange-headed thrush Geokichla citrina in
Nashik, Maharashtra

Abhijit Gandhi, Samaya Gandhi
Email: abhigandhi@gmail.com

e Name of species- Orange-headed thrush.
e Scientific Name- Geokichla citrina.
e Status- Least Concern. (IUCN Red List, 2019).

Citation: Gandhi Abhijit, Samaya Gandhi
(2020), Recent Sighting of Orange-headed thrush
Geokichla citrina in Nashik, Maharashtra.

Ela Journal of Forestry and Wildlife * Date of sighting- 21 May 2020.
Vol.9 Part 2 (3): 779 e Time of sighting- 3:23 PM
e Weather parameters- Sunny, dry and hot.
Date of Publication: e Number of times sighted- Once.
30 September 2020 e Number of birds- Single.
e Gender of bird- Unidentified (probably non-breeding

ISSN 2319-4361

male).

e Locality- Gajapanth Society, Mhasrul, Dindori road,
Nashik, Maharashtra, India.

e Habitat description- Shady undergrowth, residencial
area, bungalow society, inside bungalow compound,
silent and less disturbed backside of my bungalow.

e Distance from human habitation- Not more than
7 feet.

e Any other bird/animal associates- On same day (
215t May) Indian pitta Pitta brachyura was seen.

e Bird behaviour- Saw single bird feeding at side
margin and a shady undergrowth behind my house. It
was seen only once. The bird was panting.

e Threats to the habitat- Human disturbance, paver
blocks to the ground, frequent ‘cleaning’ of side
margins of bungalows.

e Photographs- Attached.

e Previous records- After talking to local bird
watchers and searching the web no authentic record
was found.
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Tourist Perceptions Regarding Problem and Prospect of Religious
Tourism in Nashik District
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Abstract

Tourism is two-way process has a complex and diverse impact on society, economy,
ecology and landscape. But it is an accepted fact that, tourism is critical to the growth of
tourism in a variety of communities, clusters, and individuals who rely on their morals,
attitudes, and resources. Tourism growth brings with it a slew of issues. As a result, the
visitor experience is critical to the image and development of a destination. This study aims
to understand prosect and problems of tourism with the help of tourist perceptions and
attitudes about tourism impacts in selected religious places of Nashik district i.e.
Trimbakeshwar, Panchvati and Kalaram Mandir. Tourist responses to a variety of factors
connected to tourism development have been measured using random sampling. Factor
analysis, ANOVA, descriptive statistics were used to assess Likert scale answers. The
findings revealed that tourists are concerns regarding religious tourist places of Nashik
district. It is found that religious magnetism, natural magnetism and the destination’'s socio-
cultural context are what draw visitors. On the basis of the responses of the tourist
Trimbakeshwar is most popular religious tourist destination in Nashik district. As a result,
evaluating tourist perceptions can be used as a metric for establishing a tourism location's
competitiveness, as well as a tool for developing appropriate tourism regulations and
infrastructure changes.

Keywork: Religious Tourism, Prospect and Problems, Factor Analysis.
Introduction

Tourism has turned into a noteworthy part of modern economic development (Weaver
and Lawton, 2010). It has been acknowledged as a substantial contributor to the global
economy (Holloway et al., 2009) and one of the most important parts of socio-economic
development (UNWTO, 2010). Both developed and developing countries rely on tourism to
bring in revenue (Rao, 2014). In 2019, there were 1.5 billion international visitor visits, with
India leading the way with a 19 percent rise in international tourist arrivals in South Asia
(UNWTO, 2019). It is critical to assess how people perceive a destination's social and
physical surroundings in order to improve the tourism industry's performance (Petrosillo et
al., 2006). Tourists are notoriously demanding, with multi-layered expectations and needs.
Today's "postmodern visitors™ are looking for specific conveniences and goals. As a result,
both the government and the business sector must develop tourist-friendly facilities. Cina and
Botha (2004) found that local support and attitudes had an impact on tourism sustainability.
Based on their attitudes and perceptions, tourists develop their happiness or discontent with
their holiday (Gnanapala, 2015). It is found that Individual interests and values influence
tourist perceptions (Hall, 2005). A standardized questionnaire was utilized by several
researchers to assess tourist perception. Sumaco and Richardson, 2011; Chheang, 2011; Elena
et al., 2017; Ezeuduji and Mhlongo, 2019; Joo et al., 2019; Petrevska, 2019; Chebli et al.,
2020) used a Likert scale with scales of 5, 7, or 10 where the highest figure indicates
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agreement or satisfaction and the lowest figure indicates disagreement or dissatisfaction.
Multivariate analysis (confirmatory factor analysis and principal factor analysis) was also
employed to narrow down the number of significant factors (Dey et al., 2013). Chheang
(2011) and Ezeuduji and Mhlongo (2019) applied Cronbach's Alpha to statistics. Andereck
(2009), Dey et al. (2013), and Helen and Praise (2020) evaluated the change in perception by
location using t-test and ANOVA procedures. To compare ordinal variables, Ezeuduji and
Mhlongo (2019) employed Spearman’s correlation, a nonparametric test. Furthermore, some
researchers compared the means of replies using the Mann-Whitney U-test and the
Kolmogorov-test Smirnov's (George and Mallery, 2003; Veal, 2011; Elena et al., 2017,
Ezeuduji and Mhlongo, 2019).

Study Area

Nashik district lying in the Northwest part of the Maharashtra state located between
19° 35° 18” N to 20°53°07” N latitude and 73°16°07” E to 74°56°27” E longitude with an area
of 15,582 sq. km. at an elevation of 565 meters above mean sea level. Three religious sites
were chosen for the study lying in the Nashik District i.e., Panchvati, Kalaram Mandir and
Trimbakeshwar. Panchvati is a spiritual, religious, and mythological location, situated on the
left bank of the Godavari River, in the northern part of Nashik Municipal Corporation, tehsil:
Nashik and District Nashik. The area is defined by coordinates: 20° 0’ 28.51” N latitude and
73°47°45.88” E longitude. The Panchvati area is spread over an area of about 4 sqg. km. on the
bank of the Godavari River with an average elevation of 546 meters (MSL).

Trimbakeshwar is one of the twelve Jyotirlingas and is located in the town of
Trimbakeshwar, Nasik district, Maharashtra. The area is defined by coordinates:
19°55'55.79"N latitude and 73°31'50.63"E longitude. The city of Trimbakeshwar has located
at the foot of Brahmhagiri hill,718 meters MSL. The Kalaram temple is an ancient Hindu
shrine dedicated to Lord Rama that can be found in the Panchavati section of Nashik City's
Panchavati district. The area is defined by coordinates: 20° 0'25.00"N latitude and
73°47'43.97"E longitude. The Kalaram temple is located near the Panchvati region at an
elevation of 549 meters (MSL).

Data collection

To obtain desired perceptions, a survey-based evaluation was performed. During the
peak tourist season, standardised questionnaire surveys were used to collect data on tourist
perceptions. Individual and group surveys were conducted in 2021-22. Precautions were
made to minimise duplication. Because of a lack of participant attention and lucidity, several
interviews were not used, which was particularly typical among group visitors. Following a
thorough examination of the data's quality and scope, the decision was made to focus on
individual tourists rather than groups or clusters. Tourists were interviewed while sitting and
relaxing within the premises of neighbouring attractions. The interviews lasted anywhere
from 15 to 45 minutes, with an average of 20 minutes.

Sample procedure

The information was gathered from travellers using a random sample technique. Each
tourism site had about 90 interviews. A total of 270 tourists were polled over the course of
two months. The gathering of data was suffered due to covid restrictions.

Survey instrument

To gather data, a questionnaire was employed, which included demographic and
tourist perception questions. The first segment concentrated on the tourists' characteristics,
such as gender, age, educational attainment, occupation, and domicile. The second section, on
destination perceptions, used a five-point Likert scale, with 1 being the most negative and 5
being the most positive (positive). The relevant regions to study were determined using a trial
instrument consisting of 52 indicators. Furthermore, questions about tourist journeys were
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collected from the literature (Duman and Mattila, 2005; Suh and McAvoy, 2005). We
changed our instrument to meet the study area as a result of this research. Following that, the
final survey instrument included 52 variables in 8 categories.

Chgggg:dsg:: of Category Trimbakeshwar ﬁ;?}:;? Panchvati
15--20 10.7 9.5 14.3
20--30 25.9 20.6 23.6
Age 30--40 18.4 41.3 44.7
40--50 35.4 7.9 6.7
50--60 6.5 9.1 9.1
Above 60 3.1 11.5 15
Gender Male 70.7 78.3 68.9
Female 29.3 21.7 31.1
Married 39.5 62.1 61.5
Unmarried 54.8 35.3 28.7
Marital Status Divorced 2.9 2.6 8.1
Widow 15 0.0 1.2
Widower 1.3 0.0 0.5
Nationality Indian 87.2 97.4 86.6
other 12.8 2.6 13.4
Native State (Indian Maharashtra 78.5 78.0 83.5
Nationality) other 215 22.0 16.5
If belong to Maharashtra Nashik 67.5 41.1 62.8
Name of Home District Other 32.5 58.9 37.2
Primary 0.57 14.3 2.1
Secondary 4.21 25.6 7.7
Higher
Education Secondary 6.70 14.2 112
Graduate 58.43 24.6 61.5
Post Graduate 29.69 18.2 14.3
Illiterate 0.38 3.0 3.2
Government
Servant 16.09 3.44 5.23
Private 28.93 15.72 31.63
Businessmen 3.64 13.57 17.30
Occupation Unemployed 18.20 14.20 13.20
Retired 2.68 29.33 15.32
Household
Worker 4.21 3.41 2.10
Student 22.03 11.40 13.70
Other 4.21 8.93 1.52
Less than 10000 19.35 20.56 41.02
10000-25000 40.61 33.68 17.63
Monthly Income 25000 -50000 25.86 26.30 25.63
50000-100000 7.85 10.23 6.96
Above 100000 6.32 9.23 8.76
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Kalaram

Indicator Variables Trimbakeshwar . Panchvati
Mandir
Alone 14.37 4.6 11.1
With Spouse 20.31 16.6 34.4
Friends 38.51 3.6 8.4
Companion Family 9.96 52.3 29.3
Relative 12.07 15.7 9.3
Co-workers 4.21 4.2 5.2
Other 0.57 3.0 2.2
NG Of Persons Less Than5 58.24 33.60 29.36
Accompanied 5--10 35.44 52.30 66.46
Above 10 6.32 14.10 4.10
Less than 24 Hours 67.43 89.66 74.85
Duration of Visit 24 hours - 72 Hours 30.46 8.23 21.33
more than 72 Hours 2.11 2.11 3.82
Less than 50 km 9.39 6.53 13.64
Distance Travelled 50 km--100 km 20.88 21.67 21.63
100 km - 200 km 59.20 29.59 35.10
More than 200 km 10.54 42.21 29.63
Mode of Travel OV\_/n Vehicle 76.25 45,54 67.98
Public Transport 23.75 54.46 32.02
First time 32.38 39.52 21.34
Visit Freguency Secgnd 'I_'i me 40.04 22.30 28.33
Third Time 19.16 20.14 24.63
Forth or more time 8.43 18.04 25.70
Leisure 5.94 3.10 9.23
Religious 59.20 92.20 79.63
Adventure 19.54 0.00 1.10
Purpose of Visit Meditation 2.49 0.00 2.38
Eco-Argo tourism 0.57 0.00 0.00
Monsoon Tourism 2.49 0.00 0.00
Family Vacation 9.77 4.70 7.66
Travel Planning Owned 92.34 69.12 85.34
Agent 7.66 30.88 14.66
Social Media 39.46 1.22 3.02
Govt. Advertisement 4.98 0.00 1.96
Travel Agency 2.49 10.33 15.63
Source of Information | Friends and Relatives 23.56 78.32 62.33
Books & Travel Guide 12.45 0.00 2.31
Travel Blogs 12.45 1.69 8.80
Other 4.60 8.44 5.95
Sunny 2.49 76.10 89.01
Pleasant 6.90 3.01 8.60
. - Overcast 78.35 0.00 0.00
Weather During Visit Showery 785 0.00 0.00
Rainy 4.41 0.00 0.00
Foggy 0.00 0.00 0.00
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Other 0.00 20.89 2.39
Preferred Season To S\;Jvrir:]rpeerr 2835915 gjgg ;gii
visit Monsoon Tourism 67.24 715 6.30
Tourist profile
Factors Indicators Mean | SD SK KR |Rank Li?gfng
Religious 4.95 0.64 | -1.208 | 4.251 | 2 0.759
_— Natural
Mot|Yat||:ng/ Scenery/Beauty 3.65 0.67 | -1.024 | 1.254 | 19 | 0.658
m:ggf;“; 3?‘?8“ Adventure 222 | 082 | -0.998 | 0.145| 25 | 0.425
( (Ei eng\)alﬁe') Architecture/Heritage | 4.31 0.89 | -0.65 [0.2654| 11 | 0.522
92 801) ' Spiritual/Meditation 3.25 1.06 | -0.042 | 0.112 | 22 | 0.358
' Fair/Festival 4.01 1.08 | 0.128 [0.0268| 15 | 0.666
Kumbh 4.98 1.11 | 0.248 [0.2147| 1 0.784
Other 2.21 1.26 | -0.033 [-0.214| 26 | 0.529
Pri faciliti Water Availability 3.65 0.39 | 0.072 |2.1753| 19 | 0.633
(g’;‘s:;’ e"’TCl'l 6'235 Electricity 41 | 047 | -1.93 |4.4425] 14 | 0532
(Ei eng\)alije' Medical Facility 3.98 0.51 | -0.924 |1.2658| 16 | 0.559
2 pog) | rocdAavailability |, 00l 685 | 1055 [3.2054 9 | 0741
' (Hotel/Prasadalay) ' ' ' ' '
Banking 4.35 0.98 | -0.048 |1.2478| 8 0.732
Availability of ATM 4.22 1.02 | 0.242 | 321 | 13 | 0.724
Services Telecommunication 4.28 123 | 0112 | 214 | 12 | 0.711
(Average: 4.40) Internet 4.8 1.12 | -0.752 |1.0287| 3 0.648
(Eigen Value: Transport 4.65 0.69 | -0.247 |0.2147| 4 0.564
2.584) Shops 4.62 0.88 | -1.05 | 0325| 5 | 0.692
Accommodation 3.86 0.76 | -0.05 |0.331| 18 | 0.672
Administration | Tourist Facility Centre| 3.98 1.02 | 0.021 | 0.248 | 16 | 0.654
(Average: 3.55) | Security and Safety 3.59 1.05 | -0.124 |-0.553| 21 | 0.445
(E'gz?r;%"’)"“e' Availability of Guides| 3.08 | 1.02 | -0.143 |-0.258| 24 | 0.692
Environmental Air Pollution 4.44 0.73 | -0.074 1.06214 7 0.441
Issues Water pollution 462 | 0.89 | -0.921 [2.0042] 5 | 0.668
(Average: 4.13) Solid waste
(Eigen Value: 4.32 0.77 | -0.248 |1.2154| 10 | 0.497
Management
2.018) Overall Cleanliness 3.12 092 | -1.01 |0.832| 23 | 0471
Overall
Cronbach’s Alpha 3.98
(2)=0.889

The nature of respondents was based on their socio-demographic characteristics
including: gender, age, education, religion, occupation and travelling preferences are

summarized in Table 1. The ratio between male and female respondents was 72.6 to
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The majority of the respondents were aged 21 to 40 years whereas those aged less than 15 or
older than 60 were insignificant, majority of the responders were married. Approximately
48.17 percent of the responders were possessing university degree and about 25.42 percent
engaged in private services, majority of the responders has income ranging between 10000-
250000. In response of companion for the visit, majority i.e., 23.77 percent respondent relied
to visit with spouse.

In response to number of persons accompanied, about 51.8 percent responders reply
to visit with group of 5-10 persons. The analysis reveals the largest proportion of the
responders visited for short duration of less than 24 hours, also majority of responders
travelled distance of less than 200 km. In response to the source of information 54.73 percent
of the responders noted to know about the location through family and friends.

Descriptive statistics, skewness, and kurtosis

According to criteria recommended by Chou and Bentler (1995), there were no
indicators that fell beyond the skewness limits, indicating that all of the indicators are
relatively skew-free. Except for three indicators: religion, food availability, and ATM, all
kurtosis values were found to be lower than the cut-off value of 3.0 after examining the data.
Overall rating of the destinations by the tourists

Tourism in the Trimbakeshwar, Panchvati and Kalaram Mandir has nearly same level
of agreement based on tourist responses. Overall, the Trimbakeshwar has highest agreement
of positive perception fallowed by Kalaram Mandir and Panchvati.

Trimbakeshwar Kalaram Mandir Panchvati

Factors . Eigen Eigen
Mean | Eigen Value | Mean Value Mean Value
Motivating/magnetic Factor | 3.61 2.741 3.67 2.854 3.70 2801
Primary facilities 4.35 2.685 4.21 2.755 4.02 2.698
availability of Services 4.04 2.602 4.18 2417 4.40 2.584
Administration 3.67 2.154 3.64 2.264 3.55 2.417
Environmental Issues 2.58 2.008 4.25 2.108 4.13 2.018

Overall Cronbach’s Alpha 0.785 0.821 0.889

Discussion

The Nashik district has great importance in the Hindu religion, and mythology, thus
tourist who visited Nashik generally has great attractions towards the religious places of
district. In addition, the local community also affects the number of tourists and their
perceptions as their behavior and hospitality play a vital role in tourism development.
Tourists are more likely to return and recommend the destination to their friends and relatives
when they feel comfortable and welcomed by host com- munities. On the other hand, if
tourists are treated indifferently or with disregard, a destination can gradually become less
attractive. Another important factor in the growth of tourism in recent year is travelling ease
and availabilities of facilities and services. Many well-known tourist attractions confront
comparable challenges, which are difficult to handle in the setting of “crowds and pollution.”
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There has been a shift in opinions recently, especially among tourists from metropolitan areas
who want destinations to be free of crowds and pollution.

The result of the questionnaire survey suggest that all three religious places has
significantly has highest agreement. In the availability of primary services and other
availability of other services all three tourist places receive have level of agreement. Religion
is major motivating factor in according to the responders. All mentioned tourist destination
were serving primary facilities which includes availability of portable and drinking water,
electricity medical facilities and food. Apart from these facilities like banking, ATM,
telecommunication, internet, transport, shopping and accommodation. In terms of
environmental issues Panchvati and Kalaram Mandir has highest agreement while
Trimbakeshwar has low agreement which indicating presence of environmental issues in
Trimbakeshwar. In terms of administration, the tourist has moderate perception, which mean
the administrative services which includes tourist facility centre, security and safety and
availability of guides.

Overall, the religious tourist destination of Trimbakeshwar, Kalaram Mandir and
Panchvati offers several services and facilities but these places concern with several
administrative difficulties, environmental issues, overcrowding, and excessive stress on
Services.
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Abstract: Paper represents the results of SO, sensing performance of BaTiO; surface modified by nano silver. Surface
modification was performed by dipping of BaTiOj; thick films in the synthesized nano silver. The main objective was to
investigate the effect of nano silver on gas sensing performance of BaTiO3 perovskite. Different intervals of dipping time
were used to find the optimum dipping amount on the surface of perovskite oxide. Synthesized silver was characterized by
UV-visible spectroscopy and transmission electron microscopy. Surface modified thick films were analyzed for structural,
morphological, electrical and gas sensing properties by XRD, SEM with EDX, static gas sensing unit respectively. Selectivity

of surface modified BaTiOs thick films was also investigated.
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. INTRODUCTION

A number of perovskite-type oxides have been used as
gas sensor materials due to their semi-conductive properties
and the flexibility of doping and the ease of formulation
adjustment [1]. These materials can be obtained either in
pure or in doped formulations. Doping flexibility allows
controlling of ion transport properties of perovskites and its
adsorption/desorption behavior. This advantage is useful to
optimize sensor performance.

Perovskite with a general formula of ABO; is a large
family of crystalline mixed oxides. Perovskite was
observed, for the first time, in Russian mountains by Gustav
Rose in 1839. Irish crystallographer, Helen Dick McGas,
has published X-ray diffraction data on barium titanate
having perovskite structure [2]. Early attraction on
perovskite oxide application was in the field of catalyst [3].
Their stability and activity as an automotive exhaust catalyst
encouraged researchers to study their structures,
applications, solid-state chemistry and etc. to explore new
candidates for specific catalytic demands and then
commercialize them. Early results on the catalytic activity
of perovskite and their semiconducting behavior encouraged
researchers to test them as sensing materials [4,5].

Gas sensing is a multidisciplinary field which requires
fundamental investigation and study on its theoretical and
experimental surface chemistry and physics. Understanding
of solid-state chemistry and gas sensing parameters such as

conductivity, adsorption properties, doping effect and etc.
could help to develop a conceptual framework to have a
high-performance gas sensor.

Obayashi et al. have found the first perovskite gas sensor
to detect ethanol [6]. Their early observations on the
electrical resistivity increasing of perovskite-type oxide in
the presence of ethanol led them to test perovskite materials
as a gas sensor. They chose (Ln,M)BO; (Ln=lanthanoid
element, M=alkaline earth metals, and B=transition metal)
which had good oxidation-reduction catalyst properties.
Their preliminary results showed that B ions in a perovskite-
type structure can play an important role in gas sensing
mechanism. They have noticed that the activity of ethanol
sensors with Fe, Co, Ni ion in B site was good while Mn in
this position did not show a good activity. The Fe-
containing sample showed the highest response ratio, while
Co-containing one showed the shortest response time. In the
literatures, response ratio or sensitivity is referred to the
relative electrical resistance changes in the presence of a
target gas [7].

Nanostructured materials, due to their high specific
surface area and low particle size, offer an excellent
potential for a substantial increase in the performance of gas
sensors [8]. In these materials, the depth of the depletion
layer is comparable to the particle size, and it could be
extended to the whole particle. Any small interaction of gas-
solid at the surface of the material may therefore cause a big
change in its overall conductivity resulting in a high
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response ratio. Gas sensing performance of a nanostructured
MO sensor could further be improved by doping with other
elements such as noble metals [9,10].

There are numerous reports dealing with improving the
sensitivity, selectivity, and optimum sensing temperature of
MO by adding noble metals where they play the role of a
catalytic agent on the sensing layer. Eranna et al have
provided a literature review on pure and doped MO as gas
sensing materials [9]. They have concluded that by adding
noble metals to the MO gas sensor, sensing temperature
could be reduced. Reducing the sensing temperature is an
important issue not only to have a low-cost sensing system
(heater integration, operation facilities, etc.) but also to
improve the stability and long-term performance of the
sensors. High temperature working conditions reduce
surface area and increase the mean particle size resulting in
degradation of sensor performance.

Increasing the selectivity of MO gas sensors is another big
challenge. By adding noble metals, tin oxide has shown
good sensitivity to CH, and CO separately, but the low
selectivity between CO and CH, or any other reducing gases
still remains a major issue to be addressed [9,11].

Since the catalytic activity and gas adsorption properties
of perovskite-type oxides depend strongly on the nature of
B-site cations, the selection of B-site will affect their gas
sensing properties. In his review paper and based on a
number of published works, Fergus [7] concluded that Co
and Fe as B-site cations result in a better CO and CH,
sensing properties than the other transitional metals.
Moseley et al [12] reported the gas sensing properties of
LaFeOs-based perovskite at a temperature range of 400-
550°C showing a response ratio of approximately 30%
while exposed to 300 ppm CH,.

In this paper, we used chemically synthesized Ag
nanoparticles which are used for the surface modification of
BaTiO; (BT) thick films. Besides, as the base material,
BaTiO; powders are synthesized by co-precipitation
method®®. The influence of Ag nanoparticles on the gas
sensing properties of BaTiO; thick films was mainly
investigated. This is the first time that Ag nanoparticles are
used for the surface modification of BaTiOj; thick films. No
considerable data exist in SO, sensing properties of
perovskite-type barium titanate surface modified by nano
silver.

Il. EXPERIMENTAL DETAILS

A. Synthesis of BT and Preparation of BT Thick Films

BaTiO; fine submicron powders were synthesized from
Ba(OH), and TiCl, using a coprecipitation process and thick
films were prepared as described elsewhere [13].

B. Synthesis of Silver Nanoparticles

The silver nanoparticles with well dispersion were
prepared by reducing AgNO; with hydrazine hydrate
solution. For the synthesis of silver nanoparticles, silver
nitrate solution and Sodium Dodecyl Sulphate (SDS) were
used as a metal salt precursor and a stabilizing agent,

respectively. Hydrazine hydrate solution used as a reducing
agents. Solution of silver nitrate AgNO3; was prepared by
dissolving 0.0169g of silver nitrate in 100 ml of distilled
water. 20 ml of silver nitrate solution was kept in hot plate at
90°C for 5 minutes and then add 2.5 ml of SDS drop by drop
once the reduction process begins colour change appears.
The transparent colourless solution was converted to the
characteristic pale yellow-brown in addition of hydrazine
solution was used as reducing agent. The occurrence of
colour was indicated the formation of silver nanoparticles
[14]. This solution was used for further characterization and
surface modification of BT thick films.

C. Preparation of Nano Ag Surface Modified BT Thick
Films

The thick films of BT from as-prepared powders were
surface modified with Ag nanoparticles by dipping of BT
thick films in solution of synthesized silver nanoparticles. In
order to compare gas sensing performances, thick films
were dipped for different interval timing as 5 min, 10 min,
15 min. 20 min and 30 min and referred respectively as
AgBT5, AgBT10, AgBT15, AgBT20 and AgBT30. These
films were dried at 100 °C, followed by firing at 550 °C for
30 min and then used for further characterization such as
UV-visible spectroscopy, scanning electron microscopy,
XRD and tested their gas sensing properties.

D. Characterization and Gas Sensor Test

Phase analysis and crystallite size determination were
performed by powder X-ray diffraction (XRD) with Cu/Ka
radiation (A = 0.154 nm). Scanning was performed between
20° and 80° and the diffractogram were recorded. The
Debye-Scherrer equation was used to calculate the average
crystallite size (D). Microstructure and morphology of the
synthesized powders and surface modified samples were
investigated using scanning electron microscopy (SEM).

Gas sensing tests were performed in a reactor consisting
of a glass chamber with a capacity of 1000 ml, a heating
system with thermocouple to adjust the chamber’s
temperature [15]. Sample conductivity was first measured
under dry air at different temperatures. A mixture of air and
100 ppm gas was then introduced into the chamber while the
sample resistance was continuously recorded. To repeat the
experiment, the temperature was then increased to 450°C for
5 min under dry air. This step is called “recovery step”
during which all gas molecules are desorbed from the
surface of the sample. The response ratio was calculated
using the following equation:

— Rair_Rgas
Rair (l)

where Rgs is the resistance under a given gas
concentration at constant temperature and, Ry, is the base
resistance at constant temperature under gas-free
atmosphere (dry air). Gas testing procedures, including the
recovery step, were repeated several times to verify the
repeatability of the responses.

Respounse ratio (%)
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I1l.  RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

A. XRD Analysis

Fig. 1 shows the XRD pattern of the BaTiO3; powder
prepared by co-precipitation. In Fig. 1, there is no phase
other than BaTiO; discovered in the XRD pattern. Fig. 2
shows the XRD pattern of BT modified with silver, no
phases other than BaTiO3 and silver are observed, which is
consistent with standard powder diffraction data of JCPDS,
No. 05-0626 [16]. This means that no reaction takes place
between BaTiO; and silver during dipping and sintering
process. The average crystallite sizes were calculated using
the full width at half maximum FWHM using the Scherrer
equation and found to be 15 nm and 30 nm for pure BT and
AgBT30 respectively.
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Fig. 1. XRD pattern of BaTiO3 powder
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Fig. 2. The XRD pattern of Ag-BT30

B. Characterization of Nano Ag By UV-Visible
Spectroscopy and Transmission Electron Microscopy

UV-visible spectroscopy is one of the most widely used
techniques for structural characterization of silver
nanoparticles. The absorption spectrum (Fig. 3) of the pale
yellow-brown silver colloids prepared by hydrazine
reduction showed a surface plasmon absorption band with a
maximum of 418 nm designating the presence of spherical
or roughly spherical Ag nanoparticles, and TEM imaging
corroborated this (Fig. 4(a)). This image show agglomerates
of minuscule grains and some dispersed nanoparticles with
the particles range in size from 2 to 6 nm diameter. The
corresponding SAED pattern of silver particles is shown in
Fig. 4(b). When the electron diffraction is carried out on a
limited number of crystals one observes only some spots of
diffraction distributed on concentric rings.
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Fig. 3. UV-Vis absorption spectra of nano Ag

Fig. 4 (a)

Fig. 4 (b)
Fig. 4 (a-b) TEM image and SAED pattern of nano Ag

C. Surface Morphology by Scanning Electron Microscopy
Analysis

The surface morphology of pure BT and surface
modified AgBT are shown in Fig. 5 (a-f). As is shown in
Fig. 5(a), the grains are relatively uniform with small
amount of bigger grains and the average grain size is about
0.2 pum. Interestingly, there are many small silver particles
(size range > 0.1 pm) observed in Fig. 5(b). The formation
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of small silver particles can be explained that they
condensate on the surface of the BT during the dipping
process.

‘ "?lgu Y1iesg0e 5 ‘w‘ ¢ ;. ! ’ "”u%f g1 9
Fig. 5(e) AgBT20 Fig. 5(f) AgBT30
Fig. 5. SEM images of (a) pure BT and (b-f) nano Ag surface modified BT

thick films

D. Elemental Analysis by EDX

The EDX analysis of the pure BT and surface
modified Ag-BT is shown in Fig. 6(a-f). From EDX
analysis, silver exists on the surface of BT and peaks are
observed in Fig. 6(b-f). As dipping time increases, there is
increase in wt % of silver on surface of BT.

TABLE I. TABLE TYPE STYLES

Element| Pure | AgBT5| AgBT10| AgBT15| AgBT20| AgBT30
BT

wt%| wt% | wt% wt % wt % wt %
0 16.38| 3543 | 36.23 35.53 36.14 37.14
Ti 12.04| 16.60 | 16.06 16.67 16.10 16.73
Ba 71.58| 47.80 | 47.40 47.39 47.24 45.56
Ag - 0.16 0.32 0.41 0.51 0.57

Total 100 | 100 100 100 100 100
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Fig. 6(b) AgBT5
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Fig. 6(a) Pure BT
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Fig. 6(e) AGBT20 Fig. 6(f) AgBT30

Fig. 6. EDX spectra of (a) pure BT and (b-f) nano Ag surface modified BT
thick films

E. Electrical Characterization of Pure BT and Ag-BT
Thick Films

a) |-V Characteristics of Pure BT And Ag-BT Thick Films

I-V characteristics of pure BT and Ag-BT thick films
are displayed in Fig.7. A good ohmic contact was ensured
for above films by applying silver paste on surface of the
thick film. From figure nonlinear contact behavior was
observed for pure BT and Ag-BT thick film samples.
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Fig.7. |-V characteristics of pure BT and Ag-BT thick films

b) Electrical Conductivity of Pure BT and Ag-BT Thick
Films

Fig. 8 shows the temperature dependent
conductivity of pure BT and Ag-BT thick films, exhibiting
semiconducting  behavior in the whole measured
temperature range. The measurements were carried in the
temperature range of RT-450 °C. Electrical conductivity of
these films goes on increasing with increase in temperature
in air ambient, indicating negative temperature coefficient
(NTC) of resistance. This shows the semiconducting nature
of the films. The conductivities of samples made with
surface modified BT were enhanced by surface modified by
nano Ag compared with pure BT. The increase in
conductivity may be due to the enhancement of the electron
concentration by Ag donors. In figure, the AgBT5 sample
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showed the highest conductivity in a given temperature
range. However, a further increase in dipping time resulted
in a systematically decrease of the conductivity. This
phenomenon can be attributed to the buildup of space
charge potential barriers across the grain boundaries [17].
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2.5
Fig. 8. Variation of electrical conductivity with temperature

F. Gas Sensing Properties of Pure BT and Ag-BT Thick
Films

a) Variation of Sensitivity with Operating Temperature

60

—+—Pure BT
50 | H:S Gas concentration : 100 ppm

Sensitivity
R (%] =
(=] (=] (=]

=
o
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50 1tli0 150 ZOID 2;0 360 3%0 460 450
Operating Temperature (°C)

Fig. 9. Variation of H,S sensitivity of pure BT thick film with operating
temperature

Fig. 9 shows the variation in the sensitivity of H,S (100
ppm) with operating temperatures ranging from 50°C to
450°C. It is noted from the graph that sensitivity increases
with increasing temperature, attains a maximum at 250°C,
and decreases with further increase in operating
temperature. Fig. 10 shows the variation in the sensitivity of
pure BT and nano Ag surface modified BT (AgBT) sensors
to SO, gas (100 ppm) with operating temperature ranging
from 50°C to 450°C. The sensitivity to SO, of pure BT
sensor fired at 550°C was 0.2 at 200°C while that of nano-
Ag surface modified (30min) BT sensor was 69.5 at the
same operating temperature. Therefore, the nano-Ag
surface-modified of BT a sensor was observed to be
excellent for SO, gas sensing than the pure BT sensor.

70 1 —+—Pure BT
60 4 —m—AgETS
AGET10
50 - —<—AgBT15
£ ——AgBT20
S
£ 40 AQBT30
w
§
S 30
20
10 ; :
0 IF—-*:-—‘-‘ ¥
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Fig. 10. Variation of sensitivity to SO, gas with operating temperature
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Nano Ag depositon (wt%) 0 0.16 0.32 041 051 057
H2s 38 4 16 28 3 26
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Fig. 11. Variation of sensitivity with dipping time and the amount of nano-
Ag (Wt%)

Fig. 11 shows the variation of sensitivity with dipping
time and the amount of nano-Ag (wt%). The sensor dipped
for 30 min showed the maximum gas response to SO, gas at
operating temperature 200°C. At 30 min dipping time, the
sensor would find Ag (0.57 wt%) to be optimum. The
optimum wt% of Ag (0.57) would cover the film surface
uniformly. As wt% of Ag increases, sensitivity increases
due to higher wt % of Ag surfactant available on the base
material to react with the gas molecules. The largest
sensitivity in case of the sample (30 min) may be because of
more available sites (misfits). The surface of hano-Ag misfit
regions enhances the oxygen adsorption on the surface.
Thus the number of oxygen species adsorbed on the
activated surface would be larger. The larger the number of
oxygen species adsorbed, the faster the oxidation of SO2 gas
would be. The pure BT sensor showed the highest
sensitivity to H,S, while nano-Ag surface-modified sensor
showed it to SO, gas. The alteration in nature of gas sensing
response from H,S to SO, gas for the nano-Ag surface
modified BT sensor could be largely due to possibility of
formation of silver sulphide more easily than formation of
silver oxide [18]. This would increase the conductance of
the film crucially, enhancing sensitivity.

b) Selectivity of Pure BT and Ag-BT Thick Films

Fig. 12 shows the histogram showing selectivities of
pure BT and Ag-BT thick films. It is clear from the
histogram that pure BT is more selective to H,S while Ag-
BT is more selective to SO, gas. Ag misfits on the surface
of BT thick film seem to be responsible for the shift in
sensitivity from H,S to SO, gas [19].
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Fig. 12. Selectivity of pure BT and AgBT sensors SO, gas (100 ppm) at
200°C

c) Response and Recovery Time of AgBT30 Thick Film

The response and recovery profiles for the most sensitive
AgBT30 film are represented in Fig. 13. The response was
quick (8 s) and the recovery time was 70 s, at 200°C to SO,
gas for 100 ppm gas concentration.
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Fig. 13. The response and recovery time of AgBT30 to SO, gas (100 ppm)
at 200 °C

IV. CONCLUSION

Thick films of BaTiO; (BT) were prepared by screen-
printing technique. The gas sensing performances of thick
films were tested for various gases. It showed maximum
sensitivity to H,S at 250°C for 100 ppm concentration. To
improve the sensitivity and selectivity of the film towards a
particular gas, BT sensors were surface-modified by dipping
them in a solution of nanosilver for different intervals of
time. Silver nanoparticles were successfully synthesized by
chemical reduction process and which characterized by UV-
visible spectroscopy and transmission electron microscopy.
Obtained results indicated that nano-Ag grains are highly
dispersed on the surface of BT surface and surface
modification shifts the sensitivity of the sensor from H2S to
SO, gas. The surface-modified BT sensor was observed to be
excellent selective to SO, gas at operating temperature
200°C. The quick response of the sensor could be attributed
to larger oxygen deficiency in the surface-modified BT
sensor. Hence surface modification of BT thick films by Ag

using dipping technique is an effective method for
improvement of sensitivity of BT based gas sensors.
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Introduction

In the history of India the struggle of women for liberation, equality and justice is the most happening period is the
Nineteenth Century period, this period saw the beginning of a new India with liberalism and utilitarianism as her basic
principle. Although in the earlier period some attempts were made for the women’s, but the real serious concern was
showed only in the nineteenth century. The social degradation of women made the social reformers to think regarding,
emancipation of women, these social thinkers and reformers appealed to the masses for the social change in India, the first
serious steps were taken by the social reformers to awaken the masses (Bayly, 1992)

The period prior to the Nineteenth century, eighteenth century was considered as the darkest period in the history of India,
especially if we consider the position of women, llliteracy was the common lot of all Indian women. Sati, child marriage,
polygamy and prostitution flourished as never before. Widow-remarriage was strictly prohibited. Indian women were living in
a most deplorable condition. This oppressed situation of Hindu women was regarded by the British as an example of the
uncivilized Indians. Interested British scholars, missionaries and bureaucrats had applied European standards and values in
judging the position of Indian women. Women were described as tradition bound, religious and submissive, who functions in
the limited, oppressive and inhuman environment (Bayly, 1993)

In the nineteenth century, the Indians got influenced by the western philosophy, especially the impact of the western
literature made tremendous impact on the mind of the Indian intellectuals; this made them to think of the need to modify
traditional mores concerning women. The life of a Hindu woman would adapt to the standards of humanitarianism and
rationality, women would be educated and oppressive customs would be proscribed

It is observed by the Social reformers that though the elite Hindus have accepted, the need of change, but in the personal and
intimate matters, particularly those relating to women, social customs could only alter according to the percepts of the Hindu
religion and tradition. Y.D, Phadke observes, “...though the stimulus for the movement came from outside - through western
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ideas - it was deeply rooted in the Indian faith in continuity and evolution, rather than in revolt and sudden change.” (Phadke,
2008)

Historians argued that that the liberal, utilitarian and rationalist ideas have percolated in the Indian psych through the coming
of the English education, which started the process of questioning traditionally accepted practices. In the Nineteenth century
there was need felt by the reformers to educate the masses especially the women, by education the awareness can be
achieved, which will propagate the process of social reform for women. The reforms initiated by these organizations were
modem, progressive and reflected their social and political aspirations for India (Heimsath, 1964)

The programme of reform societies was designed to protect and provide for the needs of Indian women. Societies such as the
Brahmo Samaj and the Arya Samaj established schools for girls. The motivation for starting these schools arose from a desire
to defend women of their families against the influence of the Christian missionaries. The women's movement in the early
nineteenth century was chiefly concerned with the problems of the upper-class women. The life style of elite Hindu women,
their conventions and practices of marriage and widowhood had received wide publicity. While reformers aimed at an overall
transformation in the Hindu society, specifically attention was paid to eliminating social evils and inhuman practices which
were the cause of the disgraceful condition of women. The reformers of this period concentrated their attention on three
important aspects of a woman's life: age of. Marriage, the life of widows and their right to remarry and education.(Saxena,
2017)

Sati

Sati was one of the stark evils of the time. In the medieval time period many of the enlightened Muslim rulers tried their best
to forbid the practice of sati without any concrete result, because they thought to rule the country it is better not to indulge
with the religion, custom and usage of the Hindus. The British government however, showed indifference in this matter due
to their official policy of non-interference in the existing laws of both the Hindus and Muslims. But in the nineteenth century
the government could not remain indifferent and the person who activated off the official reforms was Rammohan Roy. Roy
has been rightly called the father of modem India. He worked ceaselessly to abolish this social evil by law. (Mani, L. 1998)6 the
number of widows who perished annually in flames was quite considerable and Lord William Bentinck decided to abolish the
institution by legislation. Bentinck's convictions were shared not only by Englishmen but also by a good number of
enlightened Indians of whom the most important were Rammohan Roy and Dwarkanath Tagore. In opposition to a large
number of orthodox. Hindus who made a daunting representation to the Governor-General against his interference with
their right to burn their women, Roy and his associates sent a petition supporting the proposed legislation, stating that sati
had no religious sanction but was a growth of the middle ages, and physical force was often used in burning unwilling
widows. On the 4™ December 1829, the famous resolution was passed by which sati was made a crime of culpable homicide
punishable with fine, imprisonment, or both (lbid, 1998)

Child Marriage

The practice of child marriage was institutionalized by the Hindu society for several centuries. The most significant reason
was the Shastric injunction that girls were to be married at a young age so that intercourse might take place with the first sign
of puberty. ( Wagle, N.K. 1999)s Therefore the debate on the right age of marriage was to focus on the interpretation of the
Shastras and the religious duty of the parents. Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar, the noted social reformer of the 19th century,
devoted his untiring energy against the evils of early marriage. He strongly backed the view that child marriage was the root
of the miseries of Indian widows. He said that if it could be checked and a limit on marriage age of Indian girls could be fixed
through official enactments, then the condition of Indian women would improve. Another indefatigable social reformer,
Keshabchandra Sen actively supported the women'’s right for better position and earnestly fought for marriage reforms. On
the question of child marriage, Keshabchandra voted against the custom and pointed to the Hindu scriptures, which lay
down, “so long as a girl does not know how to respect the husband, so long as she is not acquainted with true moral
discipline, so long the father should not think of getting her married.” Consequently Government legislation to improve the
situation of minor girls resulted in the first Age of Consent Bill, passed in 1860, which made sexual intercourse with a girl less
than ten years, a rape. The bill provided only negligible protection. The ideal of complete surrender was so thorough that it
would be only the most exceptional girl who would complain. Social reformers such as M.G. Ranade, Behramji Malabari and
Tej Bahadur Sapru, in their attempts to further rise the age of marriage, cited several cases of consummation at the age of
ten or eleven which led to serious physical and psychological disturbance. Behramji Malabari brought the problems of
legislation controlling the age of marriage of Hindu girls to the forefront. Malabari's newspaper Indian Spectator and the
journal East and West were the major literary vehicles for the ‘All India Social Reform Movement’. In 1884 the publication of
his notes on Infant Marriage and Enforced Widowhood successfully drew the attention of a wide section of the people and
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social reformers to the glaring social evils prevalent in Hindu society. The Government in pursuance of their policy of
neutrality and non-interference with the social and religious practices of the people was reluctant to legislate. Official British
opinion, with some exception, opposed the legislation (Singh, 2016). The majority of the Indians favoured legislation or some
form of deterrent action to restrict child marriages. The Indian social reformers interpreted the government's refusal to
legislate as an indirect means of keeping the people backward.

The All India Social Reform Conference led by M.G. Ranade supported the legislation. As a result of the ceaseless efforts of
the reformers, in 1891, the Government passed an amendment to the existing Penal Code rising the age of consent from ten
to twelve. The passing of the Bill constituted a definite legal support towards women's emancipation from age-old bondage.
Reform societies like the Brahmo Samaj and the Aiya Samajand eminent families like the Tagores tried to establish a trend by
personal example. Though the intelligentsia became aware of the evil effects of child marriage and sympathized with the
movement, few tried to defy established social practices or to institute social changes within their family. Hence the practice
of child marriage and early consummation continued unabated (Ibid, 1999)

Widow Remarriage

A widow is regarded by the Hindus as an unfortunate and inauspicious woman. From the sixth century onwards the Brahmins
and their Shastras had rigidly prohibited widows from remanying. Manu prohibits widow remarriage, with the exception of
those women whose marriage had not been consummated (lbid, 1999)

When sati was abolished by law, the oppression of then widows became more intensified. The natural consequence of the
abolition of sati was the recognition of the right of the widow to remarriage. But in this the British were reluctant to take the
initiative. They were inclined to treat the question of widow remarriage as a purely social matter to be decided by Hindus
themselves. But the enlightened Hindu public opinion worked incessantly to make legislation possible in this direction, by the
sixth decade of the nineteenth century. The movement to improve the position of widows was supported by many social
reformers.

Prominent among these were Pandit Vidyasagar, Keshab Chandra Sen and Maharishi Karve. Vidyasagar who hailed, like Roy,
from Bengal championed the cause of the widows. The main obstacle against widow remarriage, according to the orthodox
viewpoint, was that it was not sanctioned by the Hindu lawgivers. Vidyasagar published in 1855 a pamphlet entitled
‘Remarriage of Hindu Widows’ in which he quoted several passages from Hindu scriptures sanctioning widow remarriage and
vehemently pleaded for legislation in its favour. The orthodox pandits condemned the pamphlet and its author. They
maintained that the alleged permission for widow-marriage was meant for the bygone golden age in which men were good
and women virtuous and not for the degenerate Kaliyuga with its evil men and impious women. Vidyasagar pointed out that
even Parashara whose code was considered the most authoritative for Kaliyuga permitted widow-remarriage. M.G. Ranade,
like Vidyasagar, attempted to convince the orthodox by quoting and interpreting the Shastras. In 1856 the government,
despite the protests of the orthodox, passed the Widow Remarriage Act (lbid, 1999)

The legislation allowed widows to remarry. On their remarriage however, widows lost property rights in the estate of their
deceased husbands. For obvious reasons, while legislation for the prevention of sati was successful, the Hindu Widow
Remarriage Act remained ineffective for a long time. Sati could be stopped by the police but policemen could not arrange the
remarriage of widows. Though some organizations like the Brahmo Samaj and Arya Samaj actively supported widow
remarriage and even a 'Widow Remarriage Society' was formed to work as a marriage bureau for widows, it did not find
social acceptance. So deep rooted was the prejudice against widow remarriage at the time that even the most vociferous
advocates of the reform often evaded the issue, when it came to be a question of their own sons, brothers or themselves
marrying widows. An important exception was the son of Vidyasagar who married a widow. Until 1880s local efforts for social
reform were organized without much effect on the country as a whole. In 1884 a united social front was developed through
the vigorous activities of Behramiji Malabari, another untiring social reformer. Though he was not a Sanskrit scholar like Roy
or Vidyasagar and nor being a Hindu, Malabari in his book Niti Vinod portrayed the sorrows of Hindu widows, with great
fervour. His appeal was to the sentiments of all Indians, not merely to the minds of the educated class. He also addressed a
note to the Government explaining the ineffectiveness of the Widow Remarriage Act because of the opposition of the
orthodox and the general disabilities of widows which prevented them from taking advantage of the law, and stressing the
need for doing something positive in the matter. Malabari devoted his life for the uplift of Indian women. In western and
northern India, the movement became quite popular due to the vigorous support of Vishnu Shastri Pandit, the translator of
Vidyasagar's book in Marathi, with the active backing of reformers like Ranade, K. T. Telang and Gopal Hari Deshmukh (lbid,
1999)
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But the movement of western India differed from that of Vidyasagar's. While Vidyasagar sought government sanction for
widow remarriage, Vishnu Shastri desired the sanction of the highest religious authority with jurisdiction in western India, the
Shankaracharya of Karver and Sankeshwar. In Ahmedabad Gujarati reformers formed a Remarriage Association. In Madras
Presidency Viresalingam Pantulu launched his crusade against enforced widowhood. The Arya Samaj of Dayanand Saraswati
also fought against it. Sporadic and occasional marriages took place with the influences and patronage of the reformers. In
Bengal Vidyasagar sponsored a few marriages. The Brahmo Samaj, the Arya Samaj and the Prarthana Samaj encouraged
widows to remarry. But the movement did not gain momentum or popularity. The legislation, despite the opinion of the
enlightened minority, was far ahead of the sentiments of the population. Widow remarriage was regarded with abhorrence.
The ideals of devotion and sacrifice, along with the religious and social conventions, were so well entrenched among the
widows that few could be persuaded to remarry. Recognizing these limitations, social reformers like Maharishi Karve
concentrated their efforts in promoting education among widows (Ibid, 1999)

Female Education

The Indian women were illiterate and ignorant and therefore could not voice any protest against the existing social evils and
the ill-treatment meted out to them. The reformers felt that if women were educated, most of the social evils associated with
women could be minimized. Therefore apart from social uplift of Indian women, the other factor that attracted the reformers
was the question of female education. The British government introduced a curriculum of studies for Indian schools based on
the British model, with English as the medium of instruction. The first modem schools for girls in India were started by
Christian missionaries. Because of the age-old Indian prejudice against mixed classes even for children, convents and
protestant missions started 'zenana' schools, staffed by lady teachers to which girls alone were admitted ( Patil, 1991)

Apart from the activities of the European missionaries, the man who zealously supported the cause of female education was
Raja Radhakant Deb. Though he was the leader of the orthodox Hindus who strongly opposed Vidyasagar's crusade against
enforced widowhood, yet he personally believed that to make a nation progressive, women must have to be educated. Under
his patronage a number of girls’ schools were founded in Calcutta. On female education Radhakant Deb published a book
written by Pandit Gourmohan Vidyalankar (Ibid, 1991)

Apart from missionary institutions, the Bethune School of Calcutta may be said to be the first regular secular school for girls
in India. Vidyasagar and Drinkwater Bethune who noticed the reluctance of the Hindus and Muslims to send their daughters
to mission schools because of the Bible classes and fear of conversion started it in 1847. The school proved a great success.
The Bethune experiment was soon copied all over India. Due to Vidyasagar's encouragement nearly thirty-five schools were
opened in Bengal itself between November 1857 and May 1858.

Keshabchandra Sen started the Bamabodhini Patrika and Paricharika to encourage female education and founded the
Antopur Strishiksha Sabha for family women. He also founded a rescue home for innocent girls and orphans. In 1896,
Maharishi Karve along with fifteen of his colleagues founded the Ananth Balikashram for the education of widows. The
institution made slow and modest progress in the beginning. But gradually it became popular and unmarried girls were
willing to be admitted to the school (Ibid, 1991)

In Bombay, Pandita Ramabai, Ramabai Ranade and Francina Sorabjee were the three lady pioneers who dedicated
themselves to the education and uplift of their sisters. Francina worked for the welfare of all the communities through
education. Francina's chief influence was an unifyingness, which compelled love and obliterated all differences. She brought
together children of all communities. In an age when welfare organization had not even been conceived, she did practical
social service work in Poona and the adjoining villages.8 Ramabai Ranade worked in close collaboration with Francina. Mrs.
Ranade actively worked for female education. She also selected for her special field the economic advancement of widows
and destitute women. 'The Industrial Home of Service’ which she founded at Poona is a self-supporting and expanding
organization conducted by capable women to fulfill the growing needs of the day (Kosambi, 2000)

Pandita Ramabai was a rare genius, whose concern for her sisters was emphasized by her own sufferings. Her parents and a
sister died of starvation in the famine of 1877, when she was twenty-four and she lost her husband in 1882. The lot of Indian
women in general and of widows in particular thoroughly roused her and she undertook a career of social service for the
uplift of her sisters. In 1889 she founded the ‘Sarada Sadan’ in Bombay for the education of women, particularly widows. In
1890 ‘Sarada Sadan’was transferred to Poona because of the rising cost of living in Bombay. By the year 1900, the inmates of
the various ‘Homes’ she was running reached the remarkable figure of 2000. Most of them were employed in educational
and humanitarian work. The efforts of these tireless pioneers and the social reformers began to bear fruit and the old
prejudice against female literacy was overcome in India. Gradually the upper classes were feeling that literacy was an
accomplishment to girls. Girls' schools were opened in every city and town. The popularity of female education was on the

224



JHSSS 2(4):221-226

upward trend and year by year the number of girls attending schools increased. There were also encouraging signs that
Indian girls were prepared to go for higher education and even for careers. A direct result of the spread of female education
was the rise of literary women in India and the liberation of dancing from brothels. With the spread of education and the
general decline in purdah, music and dancing began to be cultivated among the upper and middle classes. Consequently India
produced some famous lady musicians and dancers (lbid, 2000)

The preaching of Ramakrishna Paramhamsa was quite a break from the nineteenth century efforts for social upliftment of
women. While the reformists worked to obtain legal sanction for their cause, Paramahamsa with his simplicity directly
appealed to humanity to sanction a revered position for women. His worship of the Goddess Kali attracted the ordinary
masses as well as the educated elite. In all women he recognized the mother, even in the most degraded women. And his
devotion for the mother cult led men to think and behave politely to women. The ideas of Paramahamsa were carried further
by his famous disciple Swami Vivekananda's liberalism, humanism and refreshing boldness. According to Vivekananda Indian
women should be emancipated from their artificial bondage to make India truly modern. But he was not enthusiastic about
widow remarriage, child marriage and other such issues. His view of freedom was that if women were given education, they
would themselves be competent to settle all further questions of their fate (Singh, 2016)

In northern India another movement against social evils developed with the founding of the Arya Samaj by Swami Dayanand
Saraswati. Dayanand Saraswati held that women were equal to men in their ability to achieve emancipation.

They should be educated and not allowed to many before they reached eighteen. A staunch Vedantist Swamy Dayanand held
that widows should be allowed to take other husbands and thus fulfill their role as mothers. The Arya Samaj tracts and
newspapers frequently attacked various caste and sect rituals. Dayanand Saraswati insisted that women should be released
from the seclusion of purdah and allowed to participate in religious and public life (Ibid,.2016)

Prostitution

The patronage prostitution had enjoyed from rulers and the aristocracy in ancient and medieval India ceased during the
British Period. The British disapproval of professional prostitution in the West, the strict attitude of the later British, objection
against loose morals, and unpopularity of the ‘nautch’ among English educated Indians, all had a salutary effect on Indian
public opinion about prostitution. Courtesans were no more considered necessary for the adornment of courts or for public
entertainment.

The institution of devadasi was abolished during the British period. Dr. Muthulakshmi Reddi's Bill for prohibiting the keeping
of paid devadasis in temples was passed into law by the Madras Legislative Council in 1927. Ten years later a bill was passed
against the dedication of children to temples. In other provinces the problem was not as serious as in Madras and by the time
the British left, there were no temples in India where devadasis were retained (Ibid, 2016)

The outcome of such efforts of reformers was a distinct improvement in the status of women within the family, especially
among the urban educated classes. However the aim of reformers was to ensure women some dignity and status within the
family.

They did not think of expanding women's role outside the home. Although some women began attending the first few
sessions of the Indian National Congress, yet the beginning of women's movement, which organized itself for a share in public
life, did not appear till the second decade of the twentieth century. A delegation of women led by Sarojini Naidu went to
England to demand franchise for women. The Government of India Act of 1919 conferred limited franchise based on
education and ownership of property, on the wives of men voters. The emphasis on wives as an essential qualification for
political rights indicated the limited achievement of women's cause till that date. The political movement, which developed
along with social reform movement in spite of the fact that it shared many common leaders like Ranade, Naoroji, Shankar
Nair and C. Y. Chintamani, was unwilling to associate itself with the reformers’ cause. This was manifested in Tilak's
opposition to the Age of consent Bill and his refusal to permit the National Social Conference to hold its meeting inside the
Congress pandals. Progressive reformers found their causes obstructed by political extremists, while the latter accused the
reformers of fondness for the alien government (Sunthankar,1993)

The social condition of women in India was pathetic, the plight of the women, was difficult to solve, as she was burdened
under the customs and traditions, prevailing in India, the impact of the western philosophical ideas, and education, made the
social reformers to awaken the masses and ask for the social change in the society so that the women can live with equality
and freedom.
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open field cultivation during kharif season
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Abstract
An extramural survey of aerospora of Ascomycetes was conducted over the Capsicum field (Capsicum annum L.) at Nashik

District on open field cultivation during kharif season of June to October. The data of airborne microbial components was
collected with the help of continuous Tilak Air Sampler (Tilak and Kulkarni, 1970). In order to access, the disease incidence to
the crop by Ascospore types. Over a period of survey, there were 17 spore types recorded from this group. Their high
concentration was found in air under weather conditions in favour to sporogenesis and release into atmosphere. The abundance
of many Ascospores types in the aerospora revealed the presence of copious Ascomycotina members in parasitic and
sporphytic forms in and around the fields. Bombardia, Cucurbitaria, Didymosphaeria, Hypoxylon, Hysterium, Lophiostoma,
Melanospora, Oidiapsis, Parodiella, Pleospora, Sordaria and Sporormia was the common Ascospores types noted throughout

the period of investigation.

. ““eywords: acrospora, Capsicum annum, ascomycetes

Introduction
Aerobiology is a branch of Biology, which deals with the
study of various aspects like transmission, dispersion,
deposition of airbome bioparticles. Capsicum annuum L.
belong to the family Solanaceae is the inseperable
component of spice. Considering commercial value in mind,
Capsicum is cultivated as economically valuable crop in
India. Capsicum plant is easily affected by many fungal
discases. The large number of Asomycotina members
actively released their spores in air for further transport.
Usually, in fungi the liberation of spores is necessarily
depends on turbidity of the cells. The precipitation alTectes
release of aerospora. This effect may be immediate or
delayed. The spores of Ascomycotina occurred in the
environment when the conditions are favorable for their
Formations and release. The Ascomycotina spores occurred
in environment under favourable conditions supporting their
formation and release. Most of the time Ascospores
occurred during rainy season and their concentration was
“und fluctuating in accordance with amount of rainfall and
.rying vegetation. The present paper deals with the studies
on composition and components of aerospora of
ascomycetes over capsicum annum L. in open field
cultivation.

Materials and Methods

The continuous sampling in the Capsicum open field
(extramural) during kharif season of June to October was
done using Tilak air sampler. The working of the Tilak air
sampler is according to the principal of suction and
impaction. One can collect continuous volumetric data i.e.
number of spores/m3 of air with the help of these
equipment, During present investigations air sampling over
was done with the help of Tilak air sampler. The sampler
was mounted at the centre of Capsicum field, one meter
above the ground level. Slide preparation, scanning and
detailed calculations were obtained by using same method

described earlier (Tilak and Kulkamni, 1970) Apart from
Tilak air sampler the data of air catches was also collected
by petriplate sampling. The petriplate sampling was carried
out for confirmation of funal genera trapped by Tilak air
sampler wherever needed.

Results and Discussion

The Ascomycotina spores occurred in environment under
favourable conditions supporting their formation and
release. Most of the time Ascospores occurred during rainy
season and their concentration was found fluctuating in
accordance with amount of rainfall and varing vegstation.
There were 17 spore types (Table 1) found during kharif
season from Ascomycotina contributed 6.04% of total
aerospora. The abundance of many Ascospores types in the
acrospora revealed the presence of copious Ascomycotina
members in parasitic and sporphytic forms in and around the
fields.  Bombardia,  Cucurbitaria,  Didymosphaeria,
Hypoxylon,  Hysterium,  Lophiostoma, Melanospora,
Oidiopsis, Parodiella, Pleospora, Sordaria and Sporormia
was the common Ascospores types noted throughout the
period of investigation.

Ingold (1965) reported effect of dewfall on occurrence of
release of Ascospores. Similarly, the close relation between
release of Ascospores and rainfall has been proved. The
number of Ascospores increases during wet period while it
decreases during dry period. During kharif season of present
investigation ascomycotina members shows Bombardia
exhibited 0.14%, Chaetomium shows 0.22%, Claviceps
contributed  0.28%, Cucurbitaria contributed  0.31%,
Hypoxylon contributed 0.14%, Lophiostoma contributed
0.21%, Oidiopsis contributed 3.07%, Pleospora contributed
0.15%, Sordaria contributed 035% and Sporormia
contributed 0.33%. The spore types such as Chetomium,
Hysterium, Massarina and Sporormia were observed even
during the dry period. The present findings elearly revealed
the importance and impact of minfall, temperature and
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" DIVERSITY OF FRESHWATER FUNG| FR
SUBMERGED AQUATIC FUNGI —I:

D.S.Borade, N.S.Pawar and B.D.Borse

distribution in India has been given,

Introduction

The submerged-aquatic
Hyphomycetes (Ingold, 1975) represent a
heterogeneous assemblage of fungi growing
on submerged ying plant materials. Most

of the species are found on wood litter blocked
in fast-flowing stfeams or babbling brooks.
These ligni s, or to a lesser extent
folicolous omycetes are nearly all

dematiacec ind produce relatively thick-

s, frequently in the form of long
ver, they may be solitary or
IS. The conidiogenous loci may be
2, Cicatrized, and tretic or phialidic,
Although some species may sporulate
merged conditions, a vast number
en the substrate are no longer
er water. Incubation of such wood or leaf
' substrates in moist chambers yields a
umber of different species. The conidia
able of air dispersal or dispersed by
other mechanisms (Goh and Hyde,

jals and Methods:

Submerged woody debris and leaf
were collected from various streams,
rs and lakes from Ahmednagar district and
ed in polythene bags. The samples were
pught to the laboratory. Collections

TR YTINE) TATPeody

R IR ERE

Bt

OM AHMEDNAGAR DISTRICT (M.S., INDIA):

M.V.P.Samaj's A.S.&C.college, Ozar (Mig), Nashik (M.S.), India.
ABSTRACT
Ten fresh water fungi have been described, These were found in

submerged woody derbies and leaf litter. There systematic account, habitat and

Key words: Fresh water, Hyphomycetes, Submerged wood

contaminated by sediments or fouling
organisms were washed with tap water.

The specimens were observed for
sporulating structures (conidiophores and
conidia). After initial observations, samples
were placed in plastic boxes containing layer of

- blotting paper or sterile sand moistened with

sterile freshwater for weeks or months and
examined periodically for the presence of
fungal structures and remoistened when
necessary. A few Naphthalene balls were
placed in suitable container inside of plastic
box, to kill any insect in the wood. Semi
permanent slide of fungi isolated were made for
further observations. The slides were made
semi-permanent by using double cover glass
method (Volkmann-Kohimeyer and Kohimeyer,

1996). > .

Systematic account:
1) Aquaphila albicans Goh, K.D. Hyde &

W.H. Ho Mycol. Res., 102: 587-592 (1998).
Conidia: 45-80 x 8-9 um, holoblastic,
solitary, borne acrogenously on conidiogenous
denticles, becoming lateral after proliferation of
the conidiophore, hyaline or very pale
yellowish, predominantly fusoid to sickle-
shaped, sometimes sigmoid, very rarely
straight and obclavate, thin-walled, smooth,
closely 6-14 euseptate, not constricted at the
septa, heavily guttulate, conically rounded at
both ends, slightly broaded at the base, basal
cell obconical but not pedicellate. Conidial
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secession is schizolytic.

Habitat: On submerged wood, Godavari river
(at Shrirampur), 09 March 2014, leg. D.S.
Borade.

Distribution in India: Maharashtra (see Borse
etal. 2016,2017).

2) Beltraniarhombica O.Penz.
Nuovo G. Bot. ltal., 14: 72-75 (1882).

Conidia: solitary, or forming clusters at
the fertile tip of the conidiophore, borne directly
on denticles on the conidiophore tip or on
separating cell on denticles; separating cell
hyaline, 1-celled, mostly oval, measuring 9-12
x 4-5 pm; conidia biconic, pale brown, with one
(pseudo-) septum, smooth, 25-26 x 8-10 ym,
with a hyaline, slender, pointed apical rostrum
measuring 6-7 x 0.8-1 pm.

Habitat: On submerged leaves, Mohata river
(at Pathrdi), 31 August 2014, leg. D.S. Borade.

Distribution in India: Maharashtra (see Borse
etal. 2016, 2017).

3) Brachydesmiella caudata G.V. Rao & de
Hoog Studies in Mycology, 28: 5 (1986).

Conidia: solitary, limoniform, with 2
thick, black septa; apical cell subhyaline,
verrucose at the middle, acicular, 19-23 ym
long, 4 pm wide at the base; medium cell
smooth and rather thick-walled, evenly dark
reddish brown, ellipsoidal, 25-35 x 15-23 ym,
basal cell sub-hyaline to pale brown,
verruculose, cylindrical, slightly constricted
near the middle, 11-19 um long and up to 3.8
pm wide, truncate at the base, scar with
marked peripheral thickening and
pigmentation.

Habitat: On submerged wood, Godavari river
(at Shrirampur), 27 February 2014, leg. D.S.
Borade.

Distribution: Maharashtra (Borse et al. 2016,
2017).

R

; natum Harkn.
4) Camposporium anten 1: 37-38 (1951).

Bull. California Acad. €l 1*
idia: itary, acropleurogenous,
Conidia: solitary b, e co

th, 4-15 -septate, pale b _
;S;:lg(r) 45-75 x 7-9ppm, cylindrlcal, obconically

truncate at the base, apex rounded or slightly

i t, non-
attenuate and bears 1-3 divergeni,
septate, hyaline, up o 40 pmlong appendages.

-
Habitat: On submerged wood, Godavari rive

(at Shrirampur), 27 February 2014, leg.D.S.
Borade.

Distribution in India: Karnataka and Madhya
Pradesh (see Borse etal. 2016, 2017).

5) Camposporium pellucidum (Grove) S.
Hughes
Mycol. Pap., 36: 9 (1951).

Conidia: cylindrical, or more usually
cylindric-fusoid, brown, 78-140 pmlong, 7.5-12
um wide, up to 16-septate, base truncate 3-4
pm wide, apex rounded or subulately elongated
in to a long filiform, septate appendage of 30-
200 pm long and ca. 2-3 ym wide., often slightly
curved.

Habitat: On submerged wood, Mula river (at
Akola), 27 Octomber 2013, leg. D.S. Borade.

Distribution in India: Andhra Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Karnataka, and Uttarakhand
(see Borse etal. 2016, 2017).

6) Ceratosporium indica V. Rao & Deo Rao
Curr. Sci., 39: 141-142 (1970),

Conidia: solitary, staurosporus, consist
of 2-3 (-4), brown to blackish-brown. Amns:
blackish brown at base grdually turn paler
towards apex becoming subhyaline to hyaline,
6-20-septate, not constricted at the septa, -
basal cells thick-walled, arms adpressed or
loosly overlap each other at base and dierge in
upper region, straight or slightly flexuous; 150-
375 pm long, 3.5-7 ym wide at the base and
upto 3.5 pm at apex. The conidia may OF may
not have basal cell depending on their mode of
development.

Habitat: On submerged wood, Mula river (at
Akola), 27 October 2013, leg. D.S. Borade.
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Distribution in India: Andhra Pradesh and
Maharashtra (see Borse etal. 2016, 2017).

7) Dendrosporium lobatum Plakidas &
Edgertonex J.L. Crane

Mycologia, 28; 84 (1936), In: Crane, Trans.
Br. Mycol. Soc., 58: 423 (1972).

Conidia: hyaline, flattened to slightly
concave or convex, somewhat triangular,
deeply constricted, mostly three-lobed on
each side, 7.7-15.4 x 3.8-6.2 pm (Crane,
1972), 3.4-4.4 x 6.8-10.2 x 10.2-15.3 um,
average about 3.9 x 7.8 x 12.2 pm (Plakidas
and Edgerton, 1936), the basal lobe being the
largest, 1-septate above the basal lobes,
pointed at the apex, the two cells being of
unequal length, pedicellate, one to several on
each conidiophore.

Habitat: On submerged wood, Mula river (at
Sangamner), 28 Saptember 2014, leg. D.S.
Borade.

Distribution in India: Karnataka, Madhya
Pradesh, and Maharashtra (see Borse et al.
2016,2017).

8) Dicranidion gracile Matsush.
Microfungi of the Solomon Islands and Papue-
New Guinea, p. 24 (1971).

Conidia: bilobed forked, hyaline, basal
part 1-2-septate, obovate, 8-14 um long, atthe
base of 0.8-1 ym wide, apex in the place of
lobes 4-5 pm wide; lobes 16-25 ym long, near
the base 3.54 pm wide, slightly reduced
toward the apex, apex rounded, 3-4-septate,
lobes diverging at an angle of 30" -45°, lobes
sometimes parallel.

Habitat: On submerged wood, Sina river (at
Jamkhed), 25August 2013, leg. D.S. Borade.

m in India: Karnataka, Gujarat, and
shira (see Borse etal. 2016, 2017).

D ladiella appendiculata Nawawi

axon, 27: 298 (1987).

Conidia: holoblastic, produce singly

M successive apices, often remaining
llached to the lateral scars, y-shaped, 8-

3

celled, distoseptate, fuscous to grey-brown,
consisting of a main axis with 2 divergent arms,
bilaterally symmetrical, with the two middle
oblique septa separating the arms. The main
axis is 2-celled, 26-31 pm long (measured from
the truncate base to the curvature of the arms).
The basal cell is lighter in colour measuring 6-7
pm long x 2-3 pm wide. The upper cell is wider
and longer and measures 6-9 pm wide at the
top. The arms (excluding the appendges) are
26-33 pm long x 8-10 ym wide at the base,
narrowing to 2 pm at the lighter coloured apical
cell which forks to give rise to 2 hyaline non-
septate appendages 20-33 pm long x 1 pm
wide. These appendages curved out and lie in
different planes to the arms. Conidia are
released by a break in the basal septum.

Habitat: On submerged wood, Mula river (at
Mula Dam, Rahuri), 26 February 2012, leg.
D.S.Borade.

Distribution in India: Uttarakhand and
Maharashtra (see Borse etal. 2016, 2017).

10) Diplocladiella scalaroides G. Arnaud ex
M.B. Ellis Bull. Trimest. Soc. Mycol. France, 69:
295 (1954).

Conidia: Y- or V-shaped, light-brown,
8-celled; consting of a 2-celled, 30-40 pm long
main axis and 2 divergent, 25-54 x 10-15 pym,
bilaterally symmetrical appendages, each with
2 oblique septa and with 2 terminal, 35-90x 1.5-
2-5 pym, hyaline, non-septate projections.The
basal cell of the axis is 7-11 x 3-4.5 ym and
lighterin colour.

Habitat: On submerged wood, Mula river (at
Mula dam Rahuri), 26 February 2012, leg. D.S.
Borade.

Distribution in India: Andhra Pradesh,
Maharashtra, and Karnataka (see Borse et al.
2016, 2017).
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Maharashtra (Borse etal. 2016, 2017).

8) Jaculispora submersa H.J. Huds. &
Ingold, Trans. Br. Mycol. Soc.,43:475 (1960).
Conidiuva: hyaline, unicellular, main axis
straight, 35-55 ym long with truncate base, 3-
3.5 ym wide at the base increasing to 5-7 pm
wide at the distance of about 25-35 ym from
the base, apex ending in a fine point, making
the conidium appear dart-shaped except for
three lateral appendages. Appendages: three,
hair-like, equally spaced around the
circumference, arise at a level just beyond half
way between the base and apex, 10-24 pm
long and 0.5-1 ymwide.

Habitat: Conidia in foam samples Godavari
river (at Shevagaon), 29 Saptember 2013, leg.
D.S. Borade.

Distribution in India: Andhra Pradesh,
Uttara_khand, Karnataka, (Borse et al. 2016,
2017).

9) Lateriramulosa uni-inflata Matsushima,
“Microfungi of the Solomon Islands and
Papua-New Guinea (Osaka)’, pp. 34
(1971b).

Conidia: hyaline, 20-23 pm in diam. They

appear as small triangles, which consist of one
main axis, 6.5-9 x 1.6-2 pm, and three
branches measuring 7.5-10 x 3.5-4 pm; the
lower two branches are composed of a swollen
basal part and a spike-like seta. The upperarm
has only one half of its base swollen.

Habitat: Conidia in foam samples, Sina river
(Ahemednagar), 28 December 2014, leg. D.S.
Borade.

Distribution in India: Maharashtra,
Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Andhra
Pradesh (Borse etal. 2016, 2017).

10) Lunulospora curvula Ingold, Trans. Br.
Mycol. Soc., 25:409 (1942).

Conidia: stalk cell 3-5 pm long, 1.5 pm
broad, each seated on a stalk cell. unicellular,
sigmoid or crescent-shaped, 70-90 ym long, 4-
5 pm broad in its middle region, tapering to 1.5

pm at its ends, with a row of conspicuoys

vacuoles.
Habitat: On submerged leaves and conidia in
foam samples, Mula river (at Parner), 10
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March 2013, leg. D.S. Borade.

Distribution in India: Tamil Nadu,
Uttarakhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Andhra
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra.

11) Phalangispora bharathensis T.S.K.
Prasad & Bhat, Mycotaxon, 83:405 (2002). _

Conidial chains: hyaline, smooth, aseptate, in
2-3-branched chains of 75-85 pm Iong, 2.5-{
pm wide, connected by narrow isthmic, uni-
seriate below, bi- to triseriate above, with
branches arising from the third and fourth cells
of the main axis, of two types: apical and basal
cells conical to obclavate, 7-9 x 2.5-3.5 pm;
intermediate cells cylindrical with truncate
ends, 8-10x2.5-4 pm.

Habitat: Conidia in foam samples, Sina river
(Jamkhed), 25August 2014, leg. D.S. Borade.,

Disribution in India: Maharashtra (see Borse
etal. 2016, 2017).

12) Phalangispora nawawii Kuthub., Trans.
Br. Mycol. Soc.,89:419 (1987).

Conidial chains: consists of 13-19 cells
connected by narrow isthmi, with main axis
and 2-3 laterals, 6-8 cells in main axis, 2-6 cells
in lateral branches, 65-90 pm from base to
apex, lateral branches 23-70 pm, basal cells
conical and 8-9 x up to 2 um, apical cells
conical and 8-12 x up to 2 pm, cells along
conical chain cylindrical and 10-12 x 1.5- 2 ym,
light brown.

Habitat: Conidia in foam samples, Sina river
(Jamkhed), 25 August 2014, leg. D.S. Borade.
Distribution in India: Karnataka,
Uttarakhand, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra
(Borse etal.2016,2017).
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DIVERSITY OF FRESHWATER FUNGI FROM AHMEDNAGAR DISTRICT (M.S., INDIA): IIL.

INGOLDIAN GROUP.
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M. V. P. Samaj'sA. S.&C. college, Ozar (Mig), Nashik (M.S.), India.
*gSVPS's Arts, Commerce and Science College Shindkheda, Dist. Dhule

** . P. Arts and Science College, Dahiwel, Dhule

(M.S., India).

ABSTRACT

Present paper is an extension of earlier communication (Borade .et.
al.,2020 ) which deals with ten species of freshwater Hyphomycetes (Ingoldian
fungi) encountered in foam samples collected from Ahmednagar district (M.S.,
India). These include viz., Tetracladium marchalianum, Tricladium aciculum,
Tricladium angulatum, Tricladium chaetocladium, Tricladium minutum,
Tricladium splendens, Triscelophorus acuminatus, Triscelophorus konajensis,
Triscelophorus monosporus, and Varicosporium elodeae. The data provide
information on the distribution of these fungiin India, along with description.

Key words: Freshwater, Hyphomycetes, Ingoldian fungi, Foam samples

Taxonomic account:

1) Tetracladium marchalianum de Wild.,
Ann. Soc. Belge Microsc., 17: 39 (1893).
Conidia: consisting of four divergent branches
20-40 pm long, 2-3 pm broad and of two more
or less spherical knobs, 3-5 pm broad, one
situated just above the point from which the
four branches diverge, the other a short
distance from this point on the upper side of
one of the branches.

Habitat: Conidia in foam samples, Sina river
(Karjat), 25 August 2014, leg. D.S.Borade.
Distribution in India: Uttarakhand,
Maharashtra, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh,
and Madhya Pradesh (Borse et al. 2016,
2017).

2) Tricladium aciculam Nawawi

Trans. Br. Mycol. Soc., 85: 177 (1985).
Conidia; staurosporous and hyaline. Main axis
smooth, curved, 75-90 x 4-5 pm at the widest
point, narrowing gradually to a point at the
apex, base truncate after relese, becoming
conical and finally acute by growth, 4 to 8-

septate, septa indistinct in fresh conidia. Arms
1-(2) in number, arising about the curved
portion in succession, 7-12 pm apart, diverging
at narrow angles in different planes, straight
with a rounded base, narrowing gradually to
the apex, markedly constricted at their points
of origin. First arm usually arises from the
second or third cell of the main axis, 38-46 x 5-
6 um at the widest point, 3-5-septate; second
arm usually arises from the third or fourth cell,
occasionally from the fifth cell, 34-40 pm long,
3-4-septate.

Habitat: Conidia in foam samples, Godavari
river (Newasa sangam), 05 February 2012,
leg.D.S. Borade.

Distribution in India: Uttarakhand and
Maharashtra (Borse etal. 2016, 2017).

3) Tricladium angulatum Ingold

Trans. Br. Mycol. Soc., 25: 393 (1942).
Conidia: hyaline, septate, branched,
consisting of a main axis 60-120 pm long, 4 ym
broad at widest part, 1-4- septate, and of two
lateral branches each 30-70 pym long, 3-4 ym
broad at the base tapering to 1.5-2 ym at the

e o p——
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apex, not constricted where each joins the
main axis of the spore. Main axis of the spore
usually bent to an obtuse angle at the point of
origin of each lateral. Distance between the
two points of origin of the two lateral branches
10-15 pm.

Habitat: Conidia in foam samples, Godavari
river (Newasa sangam), 05 February 2012,
leg. D.S. Borade.

Distribution in India: Uttarakhand,
Maharashtra, and Karnataka (Borse et al.
2016,2017).

4) Tricladium chaetocladium Ingold

Trans. Br. Mycol. Soc., 63: 624 (1974).
Conidia: hyaline, branched, the lower lateral
arising 50-70 um from the base and apparently
causing a slight deflection in the direction of
growth of the main axis, a further deflection
occurring when the second lateral arises 15-20
pm above, the first. Main axis is 150-200 ym
long, 3-4 pm wide in the region between the
two laterals. These laterals are 70-120 pm long
and not constricted at their region of origin.
They are somewhat narrower than the main
axis where they arise but later it taper to a width
of about 2 ym. The conidium is thin-walled.
Septum is formed in the main axis immediately
above the origin of the lower lateral.

Habitat: Conidia in foam samples, Godavari
river (Newasa sangam), 05 February 2012,
leg. D.S. Borade.

Distribution in India: Uttarakhand and
Maharashtra (Borse etal. 2016, 2017).

5) Tricladium minutum (S.H. Igbal)
Marvanova & Descals

Mycotaxon, 60: 464 (1996).

Conidia: septate, ends subulate to acute, axis
usually bent at branch insertions, often twisted
between branches (two), rarely sub-straight,
slightly tapered towards both ends, 47-105 x
2.5-4 ym, sometimes widened below
branches; base truncate or with a subulate
planes, antrose and broadly divergent to
perpendicular, or the distal retrose, 5-10 pm
apart, insertion broad; proximal branch 22-57 x
2.5-3 pm, distal branch 17-45 ym long.
Habitat: Conidia in foam samples, Pravara

river (Shrirampur), 20 November 2013, leg.
D.S.Borade.
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Distribution in India: Maharashtra (Borse et
al. 2016, 2017).

6) Tricladium splendens Ingold

Trans. Br. Mycol. Soc., 25: 388 (1942). : '

Conidia: hyaline, consisting of a main axis
fusiform, 3-6-septate, 60-120 pm long, 6-7 ym
broad at widest part, and of two lateral
branches 30-80 pm long, 6-7 pm’broad at their
widest part, tapering to 2-3 pm wide, where
each branch joins the main axis of the spore.
The two branches originate from the main axis
of the spore atlevels 10-20 pym apart.

Habitat: Conidia in foam samples, Pravara
river (Shrirampur), 20 November 2013, leg.
D.S. Borade.

Distribution in India: Uttarakhand,
Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka,

and Madhya Pradesh (Borse et al. 2016,
2017).

7) Triscelophorus acuminatus Nawawi
Trans. Br. Mycol. Soc., 64: 346 (1975)
Conidia: tetraradiate, consisting of main axis
tapering gradually to about 0.5 pm at the apex,
up to 8-septate, and not constricted at the
septa. Main axis is 45-65 pm long and 3.5-5 ym
at the widest point. The arms are connected to
the basal cell by a very narrow, thread-like
isthmus. The arms broaden out after the
attachment constriction and then taper
gradually to the apex. :
Habitat: Conidia in foam samples, Mula rive
(Sangamner), 19 February 2014, leg. D.S.
Borade.

Distribution in India: Uttarakhand,
Kamataka, Kerala, Maharashtra, Guijarat, and
Madhya Pradesh (Borse etal. 2016, 2017).

8) Triscelophorus konajensis Sridhar &
Kaveriappa

Indian Phytopath., 40: 102 (1987).

Conidia: hyaline, terminal, septate; main arm
20-35 pm long, 3.5-4 pm broad, 1-3 (rarely 4)
seplate; three secondary laterals, 15-30 pm
long, 2-2.5 ymbroad, 0-2 (rarely 3) septate.
Habitat: Conidia in foam samples, Mula river
(Rahuri), 20 November 2012, leg. D.S.
Borade.

Distribution in India: Karnataka, Uttarakhand
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and Maharashtra (Borse etal. 2016, 2017).

9) Triscelophorus monosporus Ingold
Trans. Br. Mycol. Soc., 26: 148 (1943).
Conidia: hyaline, branched, aseptate (or with a
single septum in the main just above the point
of origin of the lateral branches); main axis 50-
70 pm long, 4-5 pm broad (at a distance of 3-5
pm away from the base) tapering to 1.5 pm at
the apex and to 1.5 pm broad at the truncate
base; secondary branches in a whorl of three,
arising at a distance of 3-5 ym from the base of
the main axis, 40-50 pm long, 2-2.5 pm broad
near the base tapering to 1.5 pm at the apex,
base abruptly constricted to 1 pm wide.
Habitat: Conidia in foam samples, Mula river
(Rahuri), 20 November 2012, leg. D.S.
Borade.

Distribution in India: Uttarakhand,
Maharashtra, Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu,
Andhra Pradesh, and Madhya Pradesh (Borse
etal.2016,2017).

10) Varicosporium elodeae W. Kegel

Ber. Dtsch. Bot. Ges., 24: 213 (1906).
Conidia: consisting of a main axis 60-100 pm
long, 3 um wide, with one to three laterals of
the same width developed on one side only of
the main axis. Each of these laterals may
branch again usually in the same one-sided
manner. The degree of branching of the spore
varies considerably. The conidia may fragment
o some extent by a part of the spore breaking
off atanisthmus.

Habitat: Conidia in foam samples, Mula river
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(Newasa), 11 November 2013, leg. D.S.
Borade.

Distribution in India: Assam, Karnataka,
Andhra Pradesh, and Maharashtra (Borse et
al. 2016, 2017).
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Introduction: Women have become the backbone of the society by
playing various roles in daily life with ease. She plays versatile role as a
loving daughter, as a loving mother, as a capable companion, all these
relation are handling by women very skillfully and tenderly. In India,
women’s education plays a vital role in the overall development of
country. Women make up about half of the population. Through
education, a woman helps in improving quality of life at home & outside.
Still they are victims of social inequality, economic dependence and
other social oppressions. From time immemorial, these restrictions on
women have hampered their personal and professional development.
Women education and empowerment are the key indicators in the
development of any nation. If women are financially empowered, their
dependency will be removed and they will be able to achieve family
development through self-development. Women are now moving
towards progress in every field and women empowerment is the need of
the hour. Education is a very effective tool to make progress in life. What
could be more effective than education for the advancement and
empowerment of women?

Status of Women education before and after Independence: Now a
day, women are performing their duties in various fields like teachers,
doctors, pilots, soldiers and politicians. ‘Human life is useless without
education’ the idea came to us during the British rule. From this point of
view, the history of gender education in the twentieth century is very
exciting. The British ruled over us for a hundred and fifty years, with
many good and bad far-reaching consequences. The British government
started educating the Indians according to their needs and the
missionaries started spreading the religion. But the good thing is that the
influence of English education began to shake the minds of the local
thinkers and they began to see the importance of social reform through
education. Afler independence, Indian Government has taken various
nitiatives to make education freely available all over the country for
women. As a result of which women literacy rate increases from 22% in

—
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1971 to 54.16% in 2001. Women education improves health of family,
as she knows the importance of health and hygiene in normal growth ang
development. )

Women educators before and after independence: India has a great
number of women educators who had selflessly done fqr e(‘{ucati()n
beyond their capacity and some are still doing. Considering that
education would be the precursor of fundamental change for the society,
Mahatma Phule in Maharashtra taught his wife by protesting at the
family and social level. In 1848 they started a school in Pune and first
school for girls in 1851. Savitribai Phule, first teacher was bom after
enduring the harassment done by the society. She continued the
movement of change in women’s education started by Mahatma Phule.
Savitribai Phule, Ramabai Ranade, Lakshmibai Tilak are prominent
names among the women who learned after marriage and later worked
in the field of education due to their husband's insistence. In the same
era, Harkunvarbai, the widow of Hari Singh Keshar Singh, started a
girl’s school in Ahmedabad. In 1883, Chandramukhi Bose and
Kadambini Bose went to college affiliated to Calcutta University after
clearing the entrance exam. In Bethune College, they had started a
special class for women as there were no girl’s college and girls were not
allowed in men’s college. This brings the way to their fellow women to
go for higher education in medical field. In 1885, Swaroop Kumari Devi
formed the educational institute named 'Shakti Samiti' in Kolkata. In
1909, Ramabai Ranade established 'Seva Sadan' to explore the education
to women in Mumbai. In the half century from 1923 to 1973, Tarabai
Modak sowed the seeds of child education all over India and created
appropriate techniques in the field of child education. In 1924, Jaibai
Chz.ludhar-y of Nagpur established Chokhamela Girls' School, while
Anjanabal Deshbhratar set up a hostel for girls. Similarly for Muslim
girls, Begurfl Jajira, Atiya and Johra Faizi, as well as Rukia Hussain

|11 the fie
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devised various ways for the children to acquire knowledge of life from
the surrounding nature, society, daily life, develop various skills and,
most importantly, enjoy creative learning. Vidya Patwardhan, Suhas
Kolhekar and Vandana Bhagwat have also conducted a unique
experiment in 'Akshar-Nandan' school in Pune. Here is a picture of
children who go beyond the curriculum and cultivate creativity. For
years in Satara, Deshpande and Shaila Jadhav have been working for
failed children and building their confidence. Dr. Abhay and Dr. Rani
Banga, Dr. Prakash and Dr. Mandakini Amte, while working in the tribal
areas paid attention to tribal education along with health. Similarly,
Kusumatai Karnik, Renu Gavaskar, Renu Dandekar are some of the
important names working in this field. After 1960, the governmental
reforms encouraged the contribution of women in education and society.
Women educators in last two decades: Vimla Kaul, at the age of 81
becomes a teacher even after retirement. She opened a school
‘Gooldasta’ in 1993 in Municipality Park in New Delhi. Roshani
Mukharji being a passionate teacher, quite her well-paying job in an IT
company and started uploading her teaching videos, in 2011. She
uploaded approximately 4000 videos on youtube and has around 75000
subscribers. A Padma Shri awardee Geeta Dharmarajan started school
‘Katha’ for underprivileged children’s at various locations like
Maharashtra, Delhi, Arunachal Pradesh and Haryana. Apart from teacher
she is a children’s book writer, editor and social worker. Mukta Dagli
visually impaired women along with her husband started a school
‘Pragnachakshu Mahila Seva Kunj’ for visually impaired and blind
women in Gujrat.

Present status of Women: Now a day’s women are having an equal
play-ground in all fields with the men. They perform better in the fields
which are supposed to be only for men. They have started self-help group
to encourage, sensitize and educate other women leading to
establishment of National Women Organizaations such as ‘All India
Federation of Women Lawyers’, ‘Bhartiya Gramin Mahila Sangh’,
‘Durga Vahini’, ‘Gulab Gang’, ‘Indian Women Scientists Association’,
‘Honour for Women National Campaign’, ‘RAHI foundation’ and many
more. The increase in number of members in such organizations has been
found to rapid in last two deacdes. So, now a day, women through
education come together, think together and fight for the rights of other
women in the male dominated society.

Conclusion: The studies have shown that, role of women in Indian
higher education is significant in nation building. Noticeable social
progress in the developing countries takes place by women
empowerment through education. Since ancient and medieval periods
women are the part of famous educational institutions in India to increase
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rate of literacy. Over the past several decades, unforgettable contributiop,
of famous women in India drastically increases access of female Students
to colleges and universities. Presently, with respect fo number of
students, Indian higher education system is the world’s third largeg
country. The government has several schemes for the development of
women and there is a need to create awareness at the village level. Being
a role model for others, the womens who dedicate their lifes for gi|g
education in India, affect gender equality. The girls are now not behipq
but moving far ahead the boys in the field of education. The study alsq
witnessed massive transformation of women from female dominateq
profession such as teaching to the male dominated profession such a5
medical & engineering through higher education. The contribution of
women in higher education made fruitful benefits in promoting gender
equality and general dignity of women in the society.
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Abstract: A woman must have equal opportunities in the all sectors as
like men. Gender bias affects on dignity of women. The big challenges
in front of her is to maintain balance between career and family. At
working place, she faces gender bias, mental harassments, lack of
privacy at workplace, insecurity and working hour issue. Apart from all
these, she has to suffer with family duties like born as girl child, duty as
a mother, and duty as a wife as well as to take care of all the minute
things in house. The main intention of this paper is to focus on the
challenges face by working women for balancing her career with family.
The women over the all world have somewhat similar issues. To
organize more orientation programs about gender equality and to
increase the literacy rate will change the psychology of the people and it
will help to empower the women and may reduce the various problems
of working women and provide better life for her. The community has
main role to help working women for balanc

ing the life
Keywords:

ywords: Gender bias, working women, harassment, social duties,

Oduction: Women are play foremost role to develop the society. In
‘ * always say “Mulagi Shikali Pragati Zali”. It is definitely that
ted girl child in home will help to develop socio-economic
Traditionally, women had home workers. But in 21* century,
gher education and some policy of governments, Women
and assist her family for better economic condition.
Vork they are facing several challenges and it affects on her
4l @s living status. Sometimes they are not treated equally at
Place. Insufficient family

Support, insecurity, insufficient
al and mental harassment are major issues in front of
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Because of raising financial expenses on living, education, health
and hospitals, women in India change her role from house workers to
working women. Due to this, stress is increase and it affects on her life.
As a result it influences directly on her mental and physical health.
Considering this challenges still women are giving her best in male
dominant field, such as politics, business and corporate sector. In India
still men consider as dominant factor in family and working place also.
Although working women manage their professional and personal life
very sincerely. They have to do full day work at working place and
handle all household responsibility as house maker. Because of such
multitasking efforts women are always suffer in stress.

If we consider corporate sector, women have complete their work at
home by cutting the few hours of their rest. In India many families are
joint families and due to this there is more responsibilities on women
head, they add more stress to working women as they expect more about
family responsibility.

Challenges in front of working women:

Gender inequality: In Indian society women are supposed to weak and
less capable in working place. The potential of women is always
underestimate their progress. Even working women are independent but
still she depend on somebody. Society has not given decision making
right to women. The peoples from society not giving to much credit
women work. The work distribution still based on gender basis which
creates problems to women. There are some several sectors in which
only men's are dominant and women are still struggling to get higher
position. During the promotion as well as some departmental
 achievements, women are considered as second choice. Even the capable
- women are also rejected for higher position only due to gender bias.

' Family issue and career: This is the one of the most important task at
the front of working women. Family and its issue still have the first
jority according to Indian society while carrier and profession
sonsidered as a second preference. To playing dual role for working
jomen suffers much stress in their daily life. To maintain balance
een family and career is tedious job and creates much more pressure
n them which raise the health issues. Due to less moral and emotional
port by family members, she is unable to handle the work pressure of
- job. Many times due to family issues she has to leave her job even
ugh she is doing best. In corporate sector, the transfer issue, field visit
| due to many additional reasons women are not getting job security.

ssment at workplace: This issue raises the stress level of working
ien. In some sectors, women are always considered as weak and
pable for difficult task. The higher authority sometimes intentionally
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harass to women for different purpose. Due to insufficient Maternity
leave working women have face struggle in between child care and
achieve target given to them in working place.

Lack of privacy at workplace: Women are always considered as weaj
at their working place and expecting too much perfection in their family
life. In between this dual role working women don’t have time foy
themselves. They didn’t get privacy which is obligatory in accordance
with her health issue. Sometime they feel depression and quit a job or
accept the depression as a part of their life.

Health issues due to stress: Due to hard work and efforts taken to
complete multiple responsibilities, it is observed that working women
suffering more stress. It can creates many health problems such as back
pain, headache, hypertension etc. By statistical study, it is found that
stress level in working women is directly proportional to their problems.
The work pressure as well as due to some economic and family
problems, many women ignore towards health problems which finally

transforms into major problem.

Conclusion: Society has main role to encourage the working women and
respect her dignity. The governments laws must be strictly follow by all
the corporate and professional offices. The law has given equal rights to
men and women and every sector must apply in their workplace. The
women committee must be active in the sense to implement all the rights
of women. The family members should give moral and emotional
support to women. Men also take some responsibilities of house work,
so women can manage and reduce her work pressure. The more public
awareness programs should be arranged in school and colleges to
promote gender equality. Each sector should take care of health issue of
women and provide stress free environment at the workplace.
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Principal's Address

A one-day interdisciplinary National Level Seminar organized by Jawahar Education
Society's, Vaidyanath College, Parli Vaijnath, Departments of Sociology, History and Zoology; it
has been held on 6th & 7th June, 2020 on the Subject "Thoughts of Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar"

As the Principal, I warmly welcome the members of organizing Committee and all the
participating dignitaries. Vaidyanath College was established in 1968. It is affiliated to Dr.
Babasaheb Ambedkar Marathwada University, Aurangabad. The college has a permanent
affiliation with the university.

The colleges have Arts, Commerce and Science as well as Post Graduate Departments &
Research Lab facilities. The college was Re-accredited and evaluated by NAAC in 2012 and has
been rated "B" Grade with CGPA 2.53. The College has always been at the forefront of quality and
social commitment. I am sure that this One day National Seminar will be of great benefit to
students, researchers, subject experts as well as participating professors working in this field.

The main purpose of organization of this webinar is to make everyone understand the
thoughts of Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar during the problem that has arisen due to the COVID-19
Pandemic period & the ongoing curfew in our country and state. Once again [ warmly welcome to
all delegate participants.

Thanking You.

Dr. R. K. Ippar
Principal, Vaidyanath College,
Parli-Vaijnath.




Editorial Message.....

Marathwada is already known as a backward region. There are a large number of social,
economic and educational problems. Parli Vaijnath in Beed district is remote area is mentioned in
history as the 5th Jyotirlinga out of twelve Jyotirlingas. Also, the Vaidyanath temple at Parli is
considered to be the modern Jyotirlinga. An inscription found here suggests that the temple was
ancient. On arockinthe old ghat tothe east & 1108 CE is recorded as such.

However, it can be said for sure that Jyotirlinga is an ancient temple here. Jawahar
Education Society's, Vaidyanath College a leading college in Marathwada region and has been
imparting knowledge since 1968. Now days COVID-19 is a infectious diseases are spreading all
over the world. In our country and in Maharashtra, the situation of this disease is dire. The
governmentis working hard to reduce the spread of these diseases.

Meanwhile, UGC and the University introduced the concept of work from home.
Accordingly, professors should do academic work from home, so that professors and researchers
can expand the field of education and give space to researchers. In our college a two-day National
Interdisciplinary Webinar was organized on behalf of college departments History, Sociology and
Zoology held on 06th and 07th June, 2020 on the “Thoughts of Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar”.

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar was a revolutionary and humanitarian. His social, political,
religious, economic and educational activities showed that his personality was all-round. He has
been recorded in the history of the world as a professor, barrister, social reformer, political leader,
theologian, reformer, learned parliamentarian, minister, savior of the untouchables and sculptor of
the Indian Constitution.

After studying his thoughts and work, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar is not an individual but a
think tank. Dr. Ambedkar fighting for human liberation, he created an identity in a society that was
ostracized by all. By enacting the Indian Constitution and embracing the eternal values [J[Jof
freedom, equality, fraternity and justice, the rights of Dalits, the exploited, the neglected, the
deprived, women, workers, etc., were enshrined in the Constitution.

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar's thoughts are a guide to the Bahujan Samaj. During the
lockdown, the professors were given the opportunity to do research. An online webinar has been
organized on the occasion of the 129th birth anniversary of Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar. The purpose
of the webinar is to use it for study. Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar's thoughts, is the main subject. For
this, about 163 professors and researchers have sent their research papers and 863 delegates

participated in the webinar.




Editorial Message.....

The resource persons were guided to all delegates are Dr. Sandesh Wagh (Head, Department
of History, University of Mumbai, Mumbai), Dr. Priyadarshan Bhavre (Head, Department of
Sociology, Badrinath Barwale College, Jalna), Dr. Anjana Singh (Head, Department of History,
Ranchi University, Ranchi), Dr. Dilip Telang (Head, Department of History, Professors and
researchers will benefit from the guidance of Dr. H.D. Devashi College, Wada Palghar).

Shri. Jugalkishore Lohia, Vice President of JES , Dr. D.G. Munde & Shri Fulchandrao
Karad, Vice Presidents of JES, Secretary of JES Shri Dattappa Itke, Treasurer of JES Shri Suresh
Agarwal and all the office bearers of the JES organization. Dr. R.K. Ipper, Principal of Vaidyanath
College, Professor Representative of the Society Shri . D. K. Andhale. Vice Principals Dr. V. J.
Chavan, Dr.J. V. Jagatkar, were guided to organize and completion of the webinar

The conveners are thankful to the “Ajanta Publication, Aurangabad for their cooperating
and publishing online journal. We would also like to thank all our faculty friends, teaching staff as
well as the known and unknown persons for their direct and indirect supporttous. .......

Thankyou!

Dr. Babasaheb Shep Dr. Ramesh Rathod Dr. V. B. Gaikwad
Head of History Department Head, Department of Sociology Department of Zoology
Vaidyanath College, Parli-Vaijnath,  Vaidyanath College, Parli-Vaijnath, = Vaidyanath College, Parli-Vaijnath,
Dist. Beed (MS). Dist. Beed (MS). Dist. Beed (MS).
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1. Dr. B. R. Ambedkar’s Works for Women
Empowerment

Asst. Prof, Ahe Vaishali B.
Babuji Avhad Mahavidyalaya, Pathardi.

Abstract

The main aim of Dr.Babasaheb Ambedkar’s life work was to establish the society on the
structure of equality. In the every moment he expressed the thought of whole the women’s
empowerment. In his every speech he mentioned the thought of gender-equality. Strongly he was
opposed to the gender discrimination. He was always decline the society which was builds on the
principles of male domination and inequality. There was an insistent role that there should be no
gap between men and women. How will this imposed slavery fall if the patriarchal culture or
heterogeneous society is exposed? And there is only one human being who is Dr.B.R. Ambedkar
who provides humanity to women.

Key words — women, empowerment, gender equality, Hindu Code Bill and humanity etc.
Introduction

The aim of Dr.Babasaheb Ambedkar's life work was to create an egalitarian social
structure, to express the idea of upliftment and upliftment for all women at every moment. From
every speech, he kept presenting the manifesto of the ideal code in the context of women's
liberation. He also condemned the non-Hindu community for not cooperating with the
untouchables and for not cooperating with women.

It was because of Dr.Babasaheb Ambedkar that women became self-aware. Realizing
their identity and existence, they knocked on the door of progress. Nevertheless she fell victim to
the double-triple exploitation of caste system. There is physical and mental torture. Even today,
fear does not end there. Dr.Babasaheb Ambedkar wherever he went, he conveyed the message of
living with self-respect to Dalits and women . Dr.Babasaheb Ambedkar's words were
inspiring. The education is the light of life, gender equality is the word for progress and equality is
the base of society. Dr.Babasaheb Ambedkar's speeches inspired women by embracing values

and liberation at every moment.
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Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Spread his thoughts about Women
Empowerment through Writing And Speech

In the issue of Mooknayak dated 11th September 1920, some dignitaries uttered some
remarks about women’s education. Mrs.Manoramabai said, if half of the women in the society
remain uneducated, it cannot be said that the society has improved and prospered. Women need
to be educated more than men. The woman is responsible for the upbringing of the household.
Therefore, an educated woman is better than an uneducated woman. Also, Anusayabai Kamble
wrote a letter for the excluded society. "By enforcing the sacred law of primary compulsory
education for our children, we should make it easier for our future generations to reach the
pinnacle of education."1 A tradition was to curb her and stop her. Therefore, Dr.B.R. Ambedkar
assured from time to time that a Dalit woman would not be uplifted without adopting the path of
education. To realize this fact, People's Education Society was established to facilitate the
education for boys and girls of the Dalit community. In a letter to Jadhav, who is in the military
camp here, he writes, "We must educate boys and girls too, then there will no problem in making
rapid progress.”’2 So in Satara there opened Siddharth and Milind colleges.
Dr.B.R.Ambedkar’s Work for Women Empowerment

Every speech of Dr.Babasaheb Ambedkar showed great emphasis on women education.
He mentioned clearly that every one of our sons and daughters should be educated. After the
Women's Conference of 1942 in Nagpur, Dr.Babasaheb Ambedkar has written a long letter to GT
Meshram on 3-8-1942. The gist of the letter was, "I am very impressed by the Women's Council.
I am a partisan of women and I would love for them to participate more in social work. There
attire, there neatness, and the conceptual confidence with which they were present at the
conference made my heart rejoice.”3 All India Dalit Class Conference was held in Nagpur on
19th July 1942, in which Dr.Babasaheb Ambedkar delivered a historic speech. There were about
20,000 to 25,000 women presented for these three conferences. Mrs. Dongre (Amravati) was the
chairperson of the Depressed Classes Women Conference. Among the resolutions passed in this
women's conference were divorce and giving, women getting share in real estate etc. In his
speech, Dr.Babasaheb Ambedkar of the ABDM Women's Council said, "The progress made by
our women class is astonishing and inspiring in its movement. Of course, it is very satisfying. It is
something that we should all be very proud of. There is no need to thank anyone else for this

progress."4 Babasaheb was overjoyed to see such a large number of women participating in this
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conference. They were overwhelmed. Women are coming out of self-esteem. I was proud of it.
The progress of the society depends on the progress of these women.”5
Resolutions passed in the ABDM Council

1)  Wholeheartedly supports the resolutions passed in the ABDM Council.

2) The government and community leaders should amend the law to give the wife the right
to divorce her husband.

3) The practice of polygamy should be banned.

4)  Women workers should be given 21 days of casual leave and one month of paid leave in
a year. The meeting requested the government and the Viceroy's representative to pay a
pension of Rs. 15 per month. Girls who can't afford free ships and allowance should be
given.

5) Due to high illiteracy rate among untouchable women, primary education should be
made compulsory.

6) In the mill a female supervisor should be appointed in a place where male supervisors
treat women workers unfairly.

7) Provision should be made for reserved seats for the appointment of women
representatives in the Central and Provincial Legislative Boards as well as in the local
self-governing bodies. This will lead to social progress.

During his speech on August 14, 1931, Babasaheb said, "Our women need to make a lot of
improvements in their lives and other practical things."6 Really Dr.B.R Abedkar was a great
man of foresight.

Samata Sainik Dal

Samata Sainik Dal was an organization formed by Dr.Babasaheb Ambedkar. It was a
chaotic social organization. This social shield was strengthened the women. In such an
organization, men as well as women have joined. Dr.Babasaheb Ambedkar intended to raise her
morale, courage, perseverance, self-confidence and a strong female in Samata Sainik Dal. There
should be a woman who fights against exploitation of caste, religion, gender; inequality, educates
the uneducated, rewards values etc. It also took time for her to become not only physically strong
but mentally too. Moral and corporal education should also be developed through sports, and the
way forward should be smooth by stopping the flow of ignorance and superstition. The original

purpose of the organization was also to educate every child in the household by every woman in
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the family. It was also the duty of the women of the Samata Sainik Dal to prohibit men or women
in the household from consuming alcohol. Self-defence needed time. The Women's Equality
Soldiers' Branch planned training camps to train other women as well. Samata Sainik Dal has
done a great job by opening branches in every village, town and state. That history cannot be
ignored.

Cremated Manusmriti

The ancient legal system in our country was dangerous. The Manusmriti that tormented
our lives, the Vedic culture that taught us to treat women and Shudras with disgus. Such a
manusmriti was cremated by Dr.Babasaheb Ambedkar on December 25, 1927. This was our first
independence victory. Dr.Babasaheb Ambedkar invented a great work and annihilated the Hindu
woman’s sufferings and insult through the constitution. The way to their upliftment became
clear. He decline misleading manifesto and wrote the manifesto of women's liberation from the
article of the constitution through the Hindu Code Bill. So the woman who was drowning in the
darkness became radiant. Dr.Babasaheb Ambedkar did not accept gender discrimination.
Babasaheb was thinking that women should be 'Att Deep Bhav' without being limited to 'Chul and
Mul'. Therefore, special provisions have been made in the Indian Constitution to give equal status
to women. According to Article 14 of the Constitution, everyone is equal. No one is
discriminated against under Section 15 (1): everyone has the equal right of work, education and
property under Section 41. Section 42 provides for maternity help to women. According to
sections 43, 44 and 45, everyone will get equal work, equal pay, equal opportunity under section
46, women belonging to Scheduled Casts/Scheduled Tribes will get equal share of wealth. 7
The Hindu Code Bill

The Hindu Code Bill was a manifesto for the advancement of women. Dr.Babasaheb
Ambedkar wanted to confront the old heterogeneous values through Hindu code bill and establish
social equality. For Hindu women to have equal rights, Dr.Babasaheb Ambedkar worked hard
day and night. But the fundamentalists of Sanatani Dharma strongly opposed the Hindu Code
Bill. Of course Hindu Code Bill was caught in the mental slavery of cast. Dr.Babasaheb
Ambedkar also insisted on his role. He did not compromise. But, when the Hindu Code Bill was
not passed, Dr.Babasaheb Ambedkar became angry and frustrated and resigned on September 28,
1951. Twenty laws were enacted in India for the purpose of protection of women. But the Hindu

Code Bill, which speeds up life, passed only four laws between 1955 and 1956. This raised the
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standard of living of Hindu women to some extent. 1) Hindu Marriage Act 2) Hindu Inheritance
Rights Act 3) Hindu Ignorance and Guardianship Act 4) Hindu Adoption and Alimony Act. The
four laws freed Hindu women from the yoke of religion and culture. Women freed from mental,
intellectual and traditional slavery. They got new freedom / new rights or new life with dignity.
Conclusion
In today's age of science, the woman of the past is no more. Freed from patriarchal

culture, she embraces and accepts challenges. So her position and direction changed. She
became independent; she became a part of mission, movement, satyagraha etc. She started
leading from the streets to Delhi. Women began to flourish in every field, began to resist injustice
and oppression. A new chapter entered in her life with the constitution. So she became a
conscious, self-respecting educated woman activist. Now she became ready for accepting the new
challenges and responsibilities of 21 st century. Dalit literature came to the fore in the 1960s.
Women are also start writing the literature. Through the writing women started expressing their
sorrows, pains and injustices without any hesitation. By combining writing and action, the grief of
the exploited began to erupt. There is no doubt that the exploitation system is being explored and
education is the only guide for women. It is only because of Dr.Babasaheb Ambedkar’s vision
bright and energetic women seems to have taken their place. Awakening of strong leadership,
Dr.Babasaheb Ambedkar touched the sorrows of women and the contempt of women was
destroyed forever. Women who have settled down in the politics of power after a very difficult
journey and now lead firmly and competently. Whether Dr.Babasaheb Ambedkar’s writing about
women gives us new attitude. Thoughtful thinking and writing of Dr.Babasaheb Ambedkar made
her from weak to a capable woman. Her position and direction changed by the the vision of
Dr.B. Ambedkar. She began to raise questions and began to answers. Her work began to prove
mastery. So let us start stand up with her for dignity of humanity....!
References

1. Bahishkrut Bharat Ani Mooknayak-Gov.of Maharashtra(Pages 390,418,420,122,,260)

2. Babhishkrut Bharat Ani Mooknayak-Gov.of Maharashtra(Pages 122&260)

3.  Mahindra Gaikwad , Dr. B. R. Ambedkar’s writing about women, Sangharsha

Publications, Nagpur, 2018(Marathi Book)
4.  Mahindra Gaikwad , Dr. B. R. Ambedkar’s writing about women, Sangharsha
Publications, Nagpur, 2018 (Marathi Book)

ENGLISH PART — 11/ Peer Reviewed Refereed and UGC Listed Journal No. : 40776 5



VOLUME - IX, ISSUE - II - APRIL - JUNE - 2020
AJANTA - ISSN 2277 - §730 - IMPACT FACTOR - 6.399 (www.sjifactor.com)

5. Mahindra Gaikwad , Dr. B. R. Ambedkar’s writing about women, Sangharsha
Publications, Nagpur, 2018 (Marathi Book)

6. Mahindra Gaikwad , Dr. B. R. Ambedkar’s writing about women, Sangharsha
Publications, Nagpur, 2018 (Marathi Book)

7.  Mahindra Gaikwad , Dr. B. R. Ambedkar’s writing about women, Sangharsha
Publications, Nagpur, 2018(Marathi Book)

8.  Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar’s writing and speeches, Government of Maharashtra, Vol. 18,
Part 2 , page 132.

9.  Agrawal ,S. Genocide of Women in Hindusim, Sudarshan books, Jabalpur.

10. Mahindra Gaikwad , Dr. B. R. Ambedkar’s writing about women, Sangharsha
Publications, Nagpur, 2018

ENGLISH PART — 11/ Peer Reviewed Refereed and UGC Listed Journal No. : 40776 6



VOLUME - IX, ISSUE - II - APRIL - JUNE - 2020
AJANTA - ISSN 2277 - §730 - IMPACT FACTOR - 6.399 (www.sjifactor.com)

2. Dr. B. R. Ambedkar - The Great Visinary Social

Thinkr

Anil Kosamkar
Associate Professor, Dept. of Sociology, Dr. L. D. Balkhande Arts and
Commerce College Pawani.

Introduction

The revolutionary, who faught against the untouchability practiced in India, is popularly

known as the Chief Architect of the Constitution of India and masiha for the Dalit in India.Dr.

B. R. Ambedkar was influenced by Liberalism, believed in Parliamentary Democracy, worked for

upliftment of women He joined interim Govt. was the First Law Minister who brought

revolutionary Hindu Code Bill with aim of uplifting status of Women.

Biography

Childhood and Early Life

Belonging to Mahar caste, who were considered untouchables, his family suffered
from socio-economic discrimination. However, due to special privileges rendered to
army children, he secured good education.

In 1897, he along with his family moved to Bombay where he enrolled at the
Elphinstone High School, thus becoming the first ever untouchable to attain higher
education.

Completing his matriculation degree in 1907, he admitted himself to Elphinstone
College in 1908, again creating history by becoming the first untouchable to enter
university. He graduated from the same in 1912 with a degree in economics and
political science.

He secured a job at the Baroda state government but did not continue the same for
long as he was awarded a Baroda State Scholarship, which provided him the
opportunity to gain postgraduate education at Columbia University in New York

City. To pursue the same, he moved to America in 1913.
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He completed his MA in June 1915, majoring in Economics, with Sociology,
History, Philosophy and Anthropology as other subjects of study. Two years
henceforth, he gained a PhD in Economics.

Meanwhile, in 1916, he enrolled for a bar course at Gray’s Inn. However, due to the

termination of the scholarship, he had to return to India.

Career

Upon returning to India, he worked as the Defence Secretary for the Princely State
of Baroda. However, the work was not easy for him as he was often ridiculed and
castigated for being an untouchable.

Quitting the profile of military minister, he took up jobs as a private tutor and
accountant. He even established a consultancy business which doomed due to his
social status. He finally found himself a teaching position at the Sydenham College
of Commerce and Economic in Mumbai

Being a victim of caste discrimination inspired him to uplift the pitiable state of the
untouchables in the society. Thus, with the help of the Maharaja of Kolhapur, he
founded a weekly journal, ‘Mooknayak’, which criticized the orthodox beliefs of
Hindus and the reluctance of politicians to fight against the discrimination
Accumulating enough wealth, he moved to London to complete his education. In
1921, he attained his Master’s degree from the London School of Economics. Two
vears later, he acquired his D.Sc.in Economics. Completing his law studies, he was
admitted to the British bar as a barrister.

Returning to India, he started working as a legal professional in the country. His
passion for eradicating the practice of caste discrimination led him to found the
‘Bahishkrit Hitakarini Sabha’. The main aim of the organization was to provide

education and socio-economic improvement to the backward class.

Political Life

In 1925, he was appointed to Bombay Presidency Committee to work under the All-
European Simon Commission. The commission reports were thrashed by the
Congress who set up its own version of the Constitution of free India.

In 1927, he actively worked against untouchability. Instead of taking the route of

violence, he walked on the footsteps of Gandhi and led a satyagraha movement,
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fighting for the rights of untouchables to access the main water source and enter the
temples.

. In 1932, due to his rising popularity as a crusader of the rights of the depressed class
he received an invitation to attend the Second Round Table Conference in London.
However, at the conference, he opposed Gandhi who voiced against a separate
electorate that he demanded. Finally, he reached an understanding with Gandhi
which was called the Poona Pact according to which instead of a special electorate; a
reservation was granted to the depressed class in the regional legislative assemblies
and Central Council of States.

. In 1935, he was appointed as the Principal of the Government Law College, a
position he retained for two years. Following year, he founded the Independent
Labour Party, which went on to secure 14 seats in the 1937 Bombay elections

. Same year, i.e. in 1937, he published his book, ‘The Annihilation of Caste’ in which
he strongly ridiculed the Hindu orthodox leaders and condemned the caste system
practiced in the country. Next he came up with his work, “Who Were the Shudras?’
in which he explained the formation of Untouchables.

. As soon as India gained independence, he administered the transformation of his
political party into the All India Scheduled Castes Federation. However, the party
did not perform well at the 1946 elections held for the Constituent Assembly of
India.

. He served as the minister for labour of the Viceroy's Executive Council and on the
board of the Defence Advisory Committee. It was his dedication that led him to earn
the chair of Free India’s first law Minister and as the chairman of the drafting
committee of the Constitution of India.

. The constitution drafted by him aimed to bring about a social revolution in the
country freeing it from any sort of discrimination. It provided the citizens with
freedom of religion, abolished untouchability, advocated rights for women and
bridged the gap amongst the classes of the society. It even provided reservations of

jobs and education for members of the backward class.
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Other than his role as the framer of the Constitution, he helped establish the Finance
Commission of India. It was through his policies that the nation progressed both
economically and socially. He emphasised on free economy with stable rupee.

In 1951, following the indefinite stalling of the Hindu Code Bill proposed by him, he
resigned from the Cabinet. He contested for a seat at the Lok Sabha but was
defeated. He was later appointed to the Rajya Sabha of which he was a member until
his death

Personal Life and Legacy

He converted himself to Buddhism after attending a convention in Sri Lanka of
Buddhist scholars. Inspired by their preaching, he penned a book on Buddhism. No
sooner he converted to the religion. He founded the Bharatiya Bauddha Mahasabha
(Buddhist Society of India) in 1955 and completed his final work ‘The Buddha and
His Dhamma’ in 1956. The book was however published posthumously

His deteriorating health condition further worsened as he suffered from diabetes and
weak eyesight. He breathed his last at his home on December 6, 1956.

Since he had converted himself to a Buddhist, a Buddhist-style cremation was
organized for him. The ceremony was attended by hundreds of thousands of
supporters, activists and admirers.

To commemorate his contribution to the society, a memorial was constructed and
established.

His birthday is celebrated as a public holiday, known as Ambedkar Jayanti or Bhim
Jayanti.

In 1990, he was posthumously awarded Bharat Ratna, India's highest civilian

honour.

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar As A Political Thinker

The political philosophy of Ambedkar assist in renegotiating the crisis of western
political theory in particular and leading the fights of the people in general.
Ambedkar has arisen as a major political philosopher with the rise of dalit movement

in contemporary times.
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. He emerged on the Indian socio-political area in early 1920s and remained in the
head of all social, economic, political and religious efforts for upliftment of the
lowest layer of the Indian society called untouchables.

. Dr. Ambedkar's attack on the caste system was not just aimed at challenging the
hegemony of the upper castes but had broader connotation of economic growth and
development that the caste system had reduced the mobility of labour and capital
which in turn, obstructed economic growth and development in India.

. He strongly suggested democracy as the 'governing principle of human relationship'
but stressed that principles of equality, liberty and fraternity which are the
foundations of democracy

. According to him, the social precedes the political. Social morality is main focus to
his political philosophy.

. He is neither a violent individualist nor a traditional communitarian. His ideas of
democracy internalizes the principles of equality, liberty, and fraternity in their true
spirit.

. According to him, social relationships are main factors to democracy. His special
contribution to political thought lies in his connecting liberty, equality and fraternity
to the concept of social democracy, which in line, he relates to democracy as a form
of government.

e  His political thought has emerged from the three striking traditions of political
thought, i.e. liberal, conservative and radical.

. Ambedkar's main focus was on the notion of community. According to him, society
is always composed of classes. It may be an overstatement to proclaim the theory of
class conflict, but the existence of definite classes in society is a fact. an individual
in a society is always a member of a class. A caste is an enclosed class. . His
political theory was based on a moral community.

Dr. B. R, Ambedkar and Democracy

. Ambedkar had a long conversation on democratic form of government in his
literatures. His conception of democracy is different from the parliamentary

democracy of Western Europe. Democracy came with the principles of liberalism.
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It is fundamental changes in the Social & Economic life of the people & the
acceptance of those changes by the people without resorting to disputes &
bloodshed.

He wantd Political Democracy to be accompanied by Social Democracy also wanted
to establish the principle of One Man, One Vote & One Value not only in the
political life but in Social & Economic Life also.

He gives Importance to Social Democracy Over Political Democracy, paid greater
attention to social linkages among people than seperation of power & constitutional
safeguards for Democracy.

According to him democracy means no slavery, no caste, no coercion. He wants free

thoughts that choice & capacity to live & let live.

Dr.B. R. Ambedkar and Social Justice and Equality

The primary aim of well ordered society is to establish and maintain justice within
its borders.

Dr. Ambedkar concept of social Justice stands for liberty, equality and social justice
of all human beings. He stood for social system which based on right relations
between man & man in all spheres.

For Ambedkar Justice is simply another name for liberty, equality and fraternity. As
the chief architect of indian constitution, he got it shaped clearly on the values of
Justice, liberty, equality, fraternity & dignity of man. They form the unity of trinity
in the sense that to divorce one from the other is to defeat the very purpose of
democracy.

In the Constitution of free India all the Indian Citizens have been guaranteed
political and social equalities

Name of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar has written in golden letters in the history of India as a

creator

Dr. B. R, Ambedkar and Women Empowerment

Dr. Ambedkar the great fighter and deep thinker have made significant efforts on the
path of liberty.
Dr. B.R. Ambedkars approach to women’s right is exclusively different from other

socila reformers. His goal was to make just society, to secure this goal, Ambedkar
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has given equal status to women on par with men by providing many provisions in
the Indian constitution.

Dr. Ambedkar not only acertain constitutional guarantees to women but also
introduced & got passed four acts which strengthened the position of women in the
society.

These were incorporated in the Hindu Code Bill. These are:

The Hindu Marriage Act, 1955

The Hindu Succession Act, 1956

The Hindu Minority & Guardianship Act, 1956

The Adoption & Maintanance Act, 1956

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar and Labours Laws

Dr. B. R Ambedkar called as a Saviour of Labour Rights In India.

He was the labour member of the Viceroy’s Executive Council between 1942 and
1946. He was the First Labour Minister of Independent India. On August 7 1942 he
called Tripartite Labour Conference in New Delhi.

He is the man behind reducing factory working hours ( 8 hrs duty ).

He also framed many laws for women labours also paid equal pay for equal work
irrespective of the sex.

He also maid copulsory recognition of trade unions.

He also developes insurance for employeese.

Important Works of Dr.B. R. Ambedkar
The Education Department, Government Of Maharashtra (Mumbai) published the

collection of Ambedkar's writings and speeches in different volumes

Castes in India: Their Mechanism, Genesis & Development and 11 Other Essays
Ambedkar in the Bombay Legislature, with the Simon Commission and at the Round
Table Conferences, 1927-1939

Philosophy of Hinduism; India and the Pre-requisites of Communism, Revolution
and Counter-revolution; Buddha or Karl Marx

Essays on Untouchables and Untouchability

The Annihilation Of Caste (1936)
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Some Facts About Dr. B.R. Ambedkar

Ambedkar played a key role in establishment of Reserve Bank of India in 1935.

He had suggested the division of both Madhya Pradesh and Bihar for better
governance way back in 1955.

He wanted to sponsor Sanskrit as the official language of the Indian union.
Ambedkar contested Lok Sabha election twice but both the times he lost the election.
His autobiography ‘Waiting for a Visa’ is used as a text book in the Columbia
University.

He was opposed to the whole idea of reservation of jobs and constituencies and
didn’t want the reservation system to exist at all.

He was the first Indian to complete a doctorate degree overseas.

Ambedkar was the one who insisted on having the working hours reduced from
fourteen to eight hours in a day.

He strongly opposed Article 370 of the Indian constitution which gives special status
to the state of Jammu & Kashmir.

He played a key role in forming the National Employment Exchange Agency in

India.

Indian Politics System-Process,Issues and Trends-Mohamd Yasin,Pradip sengupta,

Kanishak Publication New Delhi.
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3. Conceptualizing Orphanhood and their Education:
with Baba Saheb Ambedkar’s Philosophy

Anju Devi
Research Scholar, Department of Sociology, University of Jammu.

Abstract

The development of a country depends on the education of its nation builders who are
considered as children. If the children of a country get proper educational facilities, that particular
country can be so progressive and advance in every field of knowledge but if it doesn’t happen,
results can be the deterioration of that country. The present paper is an attempt to understand that
how orphanhood affects the educational life of orphans and also tries to understand the
importance of education in one’s life through Baba Saheb Ambedkar’s insights about education.
Baba Saheb Ambedkar was of the view that education is a strong tool which can rebuilds the
society on the basis of justice and equality. Once he said that education is something which
should be in the reach of everyone and it must be provided at cheaper rate to all, without any kind
of discrimination. In present study, it is found that orphanhood adversely affects the educational
performance of the orphans due to the various challenges which orphans face in their lives.

Key Words: Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, Education, Orphans, Orphanhood
Introduction

Every child deserves to live a good and prosperous life. For that education is very much
important. Unfortunately, India has the largest population of orphaned children who are at the
verge of exploitation and marginalization. Some of these children are not even in a position to
enter into the boundaries of schools and those who somehow able to do so face lot of problems in
attaining education. However, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar has not talked about separately on the
education of orphans but he has focussed on the education of all without any discrimination.

Babasaheb Ambedkar was of the opinion that through the weapon of education one can
come out of slavery, whether the slavery is in economic, social or political terms. It is the
education which can help the downtrodden to come up and thus they can improve their social
status (Salagare, 2018). The same philosophy can also be applied in providing education to

orphans, their lives can also be improved if they will get education through proper ways.

ENGLISH PART — 11 / Peer Reviewed Refereed and UGC Listed Journal No. : 40776 15



VOLUME - IX, ISSUE - II - APRIL - JUNE - 2020
AJANTA - ISSN 2277 - §730 - IMPACT FACTOR - 6.399 (www.sjifactor.com)

Sociologically, if we will look at orphans, their life is full of struggle as well as they faced so
many hurdles in their journey of life. However, there are some who find shelter for themselves in
the orphanages or in other Child Care Institutions which tries to provide them homely atmosphere
with good education. Some remains on the street without education and shelter over their heads.
Though, a number of steps have been taken by Govt. agencies and Non- Governmental
Organizations for the welfare of these penurious children. International Organizations like SOS
Children’s Villages are working tirelessly for the well-being of these orphaned and abandoned
children all over the world.

No matter, how weak a child is, he or she cannot be weaker than that child who is living
without parents and has lost both parents due to any tragedy, struggling to live in this cruel and
ugly world. These orphans need inclusion in every aspect from the state (timesofindia). According
to UNICEF an Orphan is a child who is below 18 years and has lost one or both parents
(unicef.org). It is unfortunate that India is a country where there is the largest population of
orphans and it is over 2 crore which is more than the total population of Sri Lanka and these
children are facing so many problems ranging from their food to education. Orphans constitute
the most susceptible section of the society. Even if Orphans live in an Institution or in a substitute
family they are just like prisoners of their own dependency (Ennew, 2005).

The abandonment and orphanhood are the threatening issues which almost every nation of
the world is facing. In country like India where we have the largest population of orphans and the
frequency is increasing at a rapid rate every day. Orphans are confronting with number of
problems and have no one to look after (Tiyagi, 2017). The children who are without any primary
care giver in their lives are more prone to health risks and discernment and exploitation
(UNICEF, 2004)

Universally, it is found that a child who has not received education will be deprived in
many ways and cannot make his or her full contribution towards nation’s development
(Wakhweya et al., 2002). Orphans face never-ending struggle in their lives. In many researches, it
has been found that orphans perform poor in the academics because of the problems to which they
come across every day. It is also found that orphaned children receive a very little or minimal
support from the sponsors or Government to deal with the challenges which hamper their
education. Since, orphans lack basic necessities which a child needs i.e., love of their mother and

father, good shelter, cloths and food. The lack of all these things inculcate the feeling of
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inferiority and shamefulness among orphans which in turn affects their performances in every
sphere of their lives. As we know that motivation is the key to success which orphans lack that
could be the one reason of their low performance in the class (Oyedele et al.,2016). The
difference between the orphans and non- orphans can be seen in their educational performance.
The non-orphans do better than orphans in their academics (Tefera et al., 2019).

The death of the parent is the main root cause of the low performance of the orphaned in
academics and most of the orphans leave their education at an early age and they shoulder the
responsibility of taking care of their younger siblings and most of these children engage in child
labour market. So, it can be said that when a child lost his or her parents, it negatively affects his
or her educational life.

The major challenges which an orphan faces in his or her life are negative health, poor
educational background, not only this much they also struggle to meet their basic requirements of
food, education and shelter. Despite of this, they also experience a kind of social stigma which
also results their bullying at school. The main cause of low academic performance and school
dropout came into light from the existing literature is that orphaned children are not supposed to
live in a permanent household, they often move from one place to another which ultimately
disrupts their educational and school life (Tadese, 2003). Again, there are some differences
noticed among the challenges which orphans face. If we will look into the condition of AIDS
orphaned whose parents have died because of AIDS. They are more stigmatized than non-AIDS
orphans. They face multidimensional difficulties. Such children are more vulnerable and are at
more risk of leaving their education or failing in the school. So, this way they lose one of the
fundamental rights to access education and these children are again at the risk of being excluded
from the mainstream society (Akbar, 2001).

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar: Education As A Fundamental Right

It is the education over which strong nation can be built. It contributes much in the
development of the society. The Right to Education Act, 2009 which stands for providing every
child free and compulsory elementary education which comes under the Article 21-A of the
Indian Constitution and it came into force on 1 April, 2010. Before coming to this, it can also be
seen in the Indian Constitution apparently that the Father of the Indian Constitution Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar has made his tremendous contribution to provide free and compulsory education to

children from 6 to 14 years by putting this provision in the Directive Principles of State Policy
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under the Article 45 of the Indian Constitution (Chakrapani, 2013 ). So, it can be analysed that
several efforts have been made by Ambedkar in order to make India an egalitarian society.
Objective
1. To look into the problems of orphans in getting education.

Methodology

The present research paper is based on secondary sources. Data is collected from various
research papers, Govt. sites and from other internet sources.
Results

The major challenges which orphan children are facing in their lives are related to poor
health conditions, food, clothes and shelter and their stigmatized identity in the society. These
children are not safe within the boundaries of schools as well as in the outer world. Even in the
school their bullying takes place, all these are the major barrier in the educational life of an
orphan. Because of all these factors, either orphaned children fail in the school or they leave the
school permanently. This is how these children are denied to get access of their fundamental right
of education which is ultimately making their condition vulnerable.
Discussion

In order to improve the social status of orphans, today India needs to think about the
education of orphans just like Babasaheb Ambedkar had given his opinion over the education of
Dalits. He was of the view that it is the education which can make our society egalitarian. As B.R.
Ambedkar had talked about setting up of separate free hostels provisions for untouchables.
Similarly, Govt. should adopt the same model for the education and upliftment of orphans in our
society. Government should enhance the quality of already established hostels, schools and
residential places of orphans with respect to their education and other related things and also need
to establish new free hostels equipped with required infrastructure with a special focus on their
education. The school teacher should also be trained in such a manner so that they can provide
adequate help to orphaned children to improve their academic performance. Some special
programmes are needed to make people sensitize to deal with orphans of the society. It ultimately
reduces the level of stigma attached to these children. In every district, there should be separate
hostel facilities for orphaned children so that they can meet their basic requirements of their life
without any difficulty. In schools, there should be the provision of counselling to orphans so that

they can easily come out from the traumatic experiences of their lives. As Babasaheb Ambedkar
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realized the need of reservation for marginalized communities such as Scheduled Caste,
Scheduled Tribe and OBC’s. Similarly, there is a dire need of reservation to Orphans also so that
they can also improve their social status in the society.
Limitations

India has very little data available about those orphans who are not the part of Child Care
Institutions. So, there is also a need to identify the exact figure of orphans as very little is known
about those who are not enrolled in any Child Care Institute or school. So, there is also a
requirement to look into the conditions of those children who are living without any support in the
society. The present research is only limited to the educational aspect of the orphans those who
are enrolled in schools. So, further research should be done on orphans which is needed to know
about the condition of orphans in other aspects of their life.
Conclusion

The present study indicated that there are several problems faced by orphans in their lives
which ultimately affects their educational achievements and these problems are lack of love,
motivation, food, shelter, bullying at school, exploitation in the society and social stigma attached
with them. The difference can also be seen in the academic performance of orphans as they don’t
perform better than non-orphans.
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4. Dr. Baba Saheb Ambedkar Contribution to Dalit
Movement: A Historical Step

Dr. Anju Tiwari
Assistent Professor (History), Dr. C. V. Raman University, Kota, Bilaspur, Chhattisgarh.

Introduction

Varna and caste system is a yet very unique and critical phases of Hindu religion in Indian
Society and culture. Basically Varna are divided in four part such as Brahmins, Kapatrias,
Vaishyas and Sudras. Today Dalit are belonging to sudra Varna. The intense and gradula rise and
growth of Dalit consciousness and movements was a crucial feature of British India. The pace and
possibility of change was however in different area of India, leading to uneven and unordered
development of Dalit movement across the country before independence period. While part of
Southern and Western India experienced powerful movement demanding for the upgrade in
social, economical and political status under the important leaders, like Dr.B.R. Ambedkar .
These were aparent by their truancy in large part of northern India.

Many leadership factors were responsible for the very slow development of Dalits .
Certain attributes of the caste in feudal regions, together with its strong and never changing
appearance created a climate for emergence of a movement . The leaders of Mahatma Gandhi,
Congress during the national movement in this region did not encourage the rise of untouchable
movement. Dr. B. R. Ambedkar pleads for the Dalit in the second round table conference held in
1931 in London and demanded for Equal right for scheduled caste like separate representation,
equal Socio-economic and political opportunities for the scheduled castes communities in general,
but Mahatma Gandhi’s reaction to Dr. Ambedkar demands was not satisfactory . Because at that
moment mahatma Gandhi was wanted to unite whole country despite of any kind of separation.

But the British Govt took Mahatma Gandhi’s words lightly and ultimately declared
separate for scheduled castes .England on 18 August, 1932 that he would fast unto death from
20th September, 1932 if Government did not revoke separate electorate for the Dalit’s But as the
response was not satisfactory. The country from one and to the other was started by this news.
Visitor’s, leaders and friends began to call upon Dr. Ambedkar. He came to talk on the matter.

Earnest and strenuous negotiations were started. At the last in a cordial atmosphere the agreement
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was signed on 24 September, 1932 and its famous in history as the “Poona Pact” on behalf of the
caste Hindu, Malviya signed it. According to this pact, seats were reserved for scheduled caste
and scheduled tribes in general elections in both central and provincial legislatures. This
agreement was unanimously accepted at the meeting of the both leaders of Hindus and Dalit’s on
September 24, at Poona and Mahatma Gandhi and other Hindu leader was requested to British
Government to withdraw of creating separate electorates for the Scheduled caste and Scheduled
tribe
Objective of the Study
The present study basically is an exploratory study which is based on the primary as well

as secondary data of information for systematization, analysis and conclusion. In the regarding
Socio-economic and Political development, Human rights awareness and their opinion regarding
Dr. B. R. Ambedkar movement for their development and increasing of Human rights. The
constitution of India, census of India, relevant newspaper, Journals, Books, magazines etc. Have
been made use as secondary data. The main objective of the study is

. Impact of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar movement on the development of present Dalit and there

conditions.
. To find out present Socio-economic and political status of Dalit’s and the condition in
which they are living .
Dr. Ambedkar struggle for Dalit’s Rights
Dr. Ambedkar adopted various means to protect and safeguard to Dalit Human rights in

India. Dr. B. R. Ambedkar starts the movement against Dalit discrimination by creating public
opinion through his writings and ideology in several periodicals such as Mook Nayak, Bahishkrit
Bharat, Equality for peoples, which he started for the protection of Dalit rights. Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar organized the Dalit rally to assert their legal rights to take water from the chowder
tank. The chowder tank of Mahad was made a public tank in 1869. In 1923 the Bombay
legislative council passed a resolution to the effect that the Dalit’s be allowed to use all public
watering places. The Mahad munisciplity passed a resolution on 5 January 1927 to effect that the
municipality had no objection to allowing the Dalit’s to use the tank. Baba sahib Bhim Rao
Ambedkar fought for the right of workers and peasants. In the late 1920 and especially in the
1930s when he had formed his independent labour party, he took up the cause of tenants (from
both the Dalit Mahars and the caste Hindu Kunbis) in the Konkan region of Maharashtra. With
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the supports of radicals then in the congress Socialist Party, the Independent labour party
organised a huge march of 20,000 peasants to Mumbai in 1938, the largest pre independence
peasant mobilization in the region. In the same year, Dr. B. R. Ambedkar joined with the
communists to organise a strike Mumbai textile workers in protest against a bill about to be
introduce by the British government to curve labor strikes. Dr. Ambedkar took the lead in
condemning the bill in the assembly and argued that the right to strike was simply another name
for the right to freedom of assembly.

Baba Saheb Ambedkar Movement for Dalit’s Protection in British Period

Baba saheb demand for safeguards and protection of Dalit’s has a long history dating the
Montague-Chelmsford reform in the during of 1919 of the British period. Dr. Ambedkar had been
closely involved in the struggle to give Scheduled caste and scheduled tribe people solid statutory
safeguard. He was a delegate at the Round table conference in London, where he asked for
separate electorate for the Dalit’s. It is not a surprise that subsequently Ambedkar show to it that
the welfare and development of Scheduled caste &scheduled tribes were guaranteed in the 1949
constitution of India in the form of reservation in various fields such as legislative, employment
and education etc. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar was a great champion of the Dalit because he succeeded in
turning the depressed class movement into a revolutionary movement throughout India. But today
has witnessed the oppressed classes walking on the streets of cities and villages with confidence
and poise of course many despicable acts of discrimination and violence against the Dalit’s still
occurring.

States Measures for Dalit Development by Baba Sahab Ambedkar: Dr. B. R. Ambedkar
was the first law minister of independence India. He was appointed chairman of the drafing
committee of our national constitution. The text prepared by Ambedkar provided constitutional
protection for a wide rage of civil liberties for each people, citizens including freedom of religion,
the abolition of untouchability and outlawing all forms of discrimination. He had a real visionary
towards the basic and fundamental rights of Indian citizens and upliftment of scheduled caste,
scheduled tribes and backward caste. He made several provisions in the form of articles in Indian
constitution for development and upliftment of depressed caste peoples.

Article 15 of the Indian constitution gives fundamental right to all citizens against any
form of discrimination either by state or by any citizen on the basis of sex, caste, religion, age,

race, language, nomenclature and place of birth. Article 15 of the constitution of India declares
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the “Nothing can prevent the state from making any special provision for the advancement of any
socially and educationally, politically backward castes of citizens or for scheduled caste and
scheduled tribes. Article 16 states that “Nothing in the article shall prevent the state from
considering any unfill vacancies of year which are reserved for being filled in that year in
accordance with any provision for reservation made under clause or clause as a separate class of
vacancies shall not be considered together with the vacancies of the year in which they are being
filled up for determining the ceiling of 49% reservation on total number of vacancies of the year.”
Article 17 of the constitution declares that “untouchability is abolished and its practice in any
form is forbidden. Article 332 in the constitution of India states about the reserved seats of
scheduled caste and scheduled tribes in legislative assemblies of the states. 73rd constitutional
amendment in article 243 declares that “Panchayati raj system must have proportionate
representation of scheduled caste and scheduled tribes. Such reservation should also apply in the
case of chairperson and deputy chairperson of their bodies”. Beside these several programmes of
the Indian state in the form of grants, scholarship, loans, stipends etc. are being provided for
depressed peoples.
Dr. Bhim Rao Ambedkar was a Socialist Leader

That is true Dr. Ambedkar was a socialist to the crore of his heart. The disappointing
relation with communist movement stands as the single most unluckly paradox of the
contemporary Indian society. It did not come out of much of ideological differences, which
certainly existed in the form of certain unclear theoretical constructs in the mind of Baba Sahab
Ambedkar as from the attitudes of communist leaders towards the Dalit movement. These leaders
in the trade unions of Bomabay dogmatically regarded the caste question as an unimportant super
structural issue which would automatically disappear when the revolution takes place. Their
orthodox outlook regarding untouchability, caste, disparity, discrimination was the basis on which
Dr. Ambedkar entire thesis on communism was formed. The legacy to identify Marxism with its
self-appointed practioners still appears to be followed by Dalits. They cite examples of
parliamentary communist parties to show the lacuma or inapplicability of Marxism. It is
necessary for them to understand that Marxism intrinsically solicits criticism but it presupposes its
careful study.

All the aspects of Dr. Ambedkar disagreements with communism it is cannot be ruled out

that B. R. Ambedkar was not a socialist. But he was a socialist of a different kind. One of his
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prime conflicts with Marx “dictatorship of the proletariats; which he condemned saying that
dictatorship any kind is unethical. His stood for greater democracy of, by, for and among the
oppressed ones in every field

Dr. Ambedkar was also an advocate of Dalit’s and women’s rights. He struggled for
Dalit’s, woman and depressed people’s liberation from the caste entered patriarchal system. At
the conference of weaker sections of woman in Nagpur (Maharashtra) in 1942, he started: let
every girl who marries stand by her husband’s friends and equal and refuse to be his slave.”

Condition of Dalit’s after Dr. Ambedkar: The condition of Dalit’s movement after Baba
Sahab had witnessed many ups and downs. On one side a categorical awakening among the dalits
had grown beyond all levels of history and on the other it has somewhere stagnant after Dr.
Ambedkar mainly due to ideological deposition of stagnation. It would be opportune to look at
the post Baba Sahab Ambedkar the Dalit movement and do a stock taking of the changes within
the Dalit’s politics to under the phenomenon. Gatede says ups and downs through which the Dalit
politics passed through after the death of Baba Saheb can be broadly divided International Journal
of Current Research and Modern Education into three phase-rise and fall of the republication
party, emergence of the Dalit’s panthers and thirdly the assertion of Dalit’s for political power
and their consequent refusal to remain satisfied merely with education and job opportunities
arising out of the policy of reservation.
Conclusion

Actually Baba Saheb Dr. B.R. Ambedkar was a great human rights leader. who I believe
must be considered the greatest Indian of the millennium, was a fighter for human rights not only
for the most oppressed section of Dalit’s but all the Indian caste opposed groups for workers and
farmers and for women. Dr. Ambedkar is India’s foremost human rights activist in 20thcentury.
He is an emancipator, scholar, extraordinary social reformer a true champion of human rights. Dr.
Ambedkar provides equal rights for all citizen in Indian constitution. But the caste dissemination
and untouchability somehow and others are still playing negative roles from different parts of the
society. Untouchability is a crime against humanity, The constitution of India is designed in such
a way that all citizens are equal before it. Our nation facing different sorts of socio economic,
educational and political evils in the society and only the effective implementation of the

constitution in its real spirit can overcome them. The Dalit’s also will have to come forward and
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to labour hard in all social, economical, educational, political area to complete with the other
members of the society.
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5. B. R. Ambedkar and Women Empowerment

Dr. G. Sreenivasulu
Lecturer in Political Science, Govt Degree College, Kodur (RS) Kadapa.

Introduction

Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar (14 April 1891 — 6 December 1956), popularly known as
Babasaheb Ambedkar, was an Indian jurist, economist, politician and social reformer who
inspired the Dalit Buddhist movement and campaigned against social discrimination towards the
untouchables (Dalits), while also supporting the rights of women and labour. He was independent
India's first law and justice minister, the architect of the Constitution of India, and a founding
father of the Republic of India. In India and elsewhere, he was often called Babasaheb, meaning
"respected father" in Marathi and Hindi.

Ambedkar was a prolific student earning doctorates in economics from both Columbia
University and the London School of Economics and gained a reputation as a scholar for his
research in law, economics, and political science. In his early career, he was an economist,
professor, and lawyer. His later life was marked by his political activities; he became involved in
campaigning and negotiations for India's independence, publishing journals, advocating political
rights and social freedom for Dalits, and contributing significantly to the establishment of the
state of India. In 1956, he converted to Buddhism initiating mass conversions of Dalits. He died
six months shortly after conversion.

In 1990, the Bharat Ratna, India's highest civilian award, was posthumously conferred
upon Ambedkar. Ambedkar's legacy includes numerous memorials and depictions in popular
culture.

Empowerment can be defined as a person's capacity to make effective choices and to
transform choices into desired actions and outcomes. The extent to which a person is empowered
is influenced by the capacity of the person to make a choice and the degree of opportunities that
exist in the context of making choice. Thus,empowerment can be measured by indicators that
indicate asset endowments like psychological, informational, organizational, material, social,
financial or human; and the degree of opportunity like the presence and operation of formal and

informal institutions, including the laws, regulatory frameworks, and norms governing behaviour'.
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The empowerment of women requires the challenging of patriarchal power relations that
result in women having less control over material assets and intellectual resources. Women
participate in their own oppression so that they must first become aware of the ideology that
legitimizes male domination. The empowerment process starts from within but access to new
ideas and information will come from external agents. With new consciousness and the strength
of solidarity, women can assert their right to control resources and to participate equally in
decision making. Ultimately,women's empowerment must become a force that is an organized
mass movement which challenges and transforms existing power relations in society.

Women Empowerment: women empowerment refers to increase in spiritual, political,
social or economic strength of individuals and communities. However, any attempt for
empowerment would have to embrace at least the following principles; 1. Equality of rights
between men and women must be enshrined as a fundamental principle, 2. Must be regarded as
agents and beneficiaries of change, and 3. Gender just we development model aiming at creating
opportunities for women and men.

Education is key by which a person can develop and change. Dr. Ambedkar put all his
efforts to bring the section of society in main stream of education without any discrimination or
biases. Dr. Ambedkar saw the women as the most victimized in the society. He pointed out the
Manusmruti as architect of bindings, restrictions on women. He opposes the Manusmruti and its
teachings. The burning of this book was historical incident which paved path to liberty to women
from traditional evil practices. The journal “Muknayak™ (1920) and “Bahishkrut Bharat™ (1927)
were started to focus on gender relation and differences constructed by Hindu order. On another
front Dr. B.R. Ambedkar laid down the foundation of concrete efforts by codifying the common
civil code for Hindus. On common civil code justice Chandrachud Singh, chief justice of India
said “a common civil code will help the cause of national integration by removing disparity
loyalties to law which have conflicting ideologies™.

Codifying the common civil code for Hindu was the first step towards recognition and
empowerment of women. Hindu law in respect of marriage, divorce and succession rationalized
and restored the dignity to women. For women development adequate inclusion of rights in
constitution of India indicates the concrete step towards women it includes article, 14, 15, 15 (3),
42, 46, 47, 243D (3) and 243 R (4). The constitution of India made a deliberate radical departure

from the inherited social system by granting to women equal social and political status.
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Dr. B.R Ambedkar’s Role in Women Empowerment

Dr. Amedkar thought was that the society must be based on reason and not on the basis of
caste system, he said that be education, intercaste marriage and by inter'dining only one can
eradicate caste system and patriarchy maintained by endogamy. The gender e"uality, gender main
streaming, financial freedom are the essential aspects of women empowerment. Dr. B.R
Ambedkar realie this at his time and included in the process of social reforms. Dr. B.R Ambedkar
started involving women in the struggle, for eradication of caste systems and upliftment of the
underprivileged sections. He realied that this could not be achieved without liberating the women
themselves. He motivated women and addressed them to participate in struggle against caste
preudices. During the ahad Tank struggle, women marched in the procession along with men. He
encouraged women to organi8e themselves. impressed by the large gathering of women at
women!s conference held at :agpur on 4th Puly, he told women to be progressive and abolish
traditionalism, ritualism and customary habits, which were detrimental to their progress.

Status of Women in Ambedkar's era: Need for Women Empowerment

As has been discussed in the preceding chapter, during Ambedkar's era; on the social
plane Indian society was based on the principle of graded inequality which meant elevation for
some and degradation for others. Existence of social and legal inequalities gave rise to social
reform movements and the Indian society began to demonstrate signs of changes since early 19th
century. The British followed a policy of non-interference in customary practices and thus
realization of women's right in private sphere remained a difficult task. Legal enactments during
British Raj were limited to those customs that were grossly unacceptable from the view-points of
western rationality.

The position of women in their private spheres, that is the core issues with respect to
gender relations within family and society, generated voices of protest against customary
practices like 'Sati', "Widow remarriages”, "'Female education" etc. The use of English language
as a medium of instruction significantly affected the education system. The newly emerging
middle class made use of English language as a gateway to the ideology of liberalism which
enshrined the values of liberty, equality, respect for individual, secularism etc.

The educational development during the late 18th century and early 19th century led to a
number of socio-religious movements in 19th century. The social reform movement has been

regarded as a key to the intellectual process that went into the making of modern India. The issues
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which attracted the attention of the 19th century social reformers were sati, the ill treatment of
widows, the ban on widow marriage,polygamy, child marriage, denial of property rights and
education to women

The social reformers felt that these social evils should be eradicated by raising
consciousness and making people sensitive to the injustice perpetrated on women.The
interventions in both public and private spheres were sought through enacting progressive
legislations and by granting women access to education. The Brahmo Samaj, founded by Raja
Ram Mohan Roy in 1825 emphasized the need to remove deep-rooted gender inequality in
religious traditions. The movement led by Brahmo Samaj was to abolish gender inequalities and
to provide women's rights well inside private sphere of society. The Samaj fought for abolition of
child marriages,removal of polygamy and promoting education for women. The Prarthana
Samaj,established in 1867 by M G Ranada, K T Tetang and Bhandarkar championed the cause of
women.

The Arya Samaj, established in 1875 by Dayanand Saraswati, attempted reforms of the
caste system and status of women. The ideal of reviving Vedic social consciousness was meant to
remove many gender inequalities that developed postVedic era. This approach was also propelled
by Annie Besant, Swami Vivekananda who believed that ideal society for women can be created
by reviving old Vedic society.

The onset of 20™ century sawwmnenperfqrming an expanded role in the society. The
necessities of nationalist struggle brought women into the public sphere. The process of
involvement of women was initiated during the partition of Bengal in 1905 . The position and
attitude towards women were changed substantially as a fall out of women participation in
Nationalist Movement during Gandhian era. Indian women took active part in non-cooperation
movement (1921 ), civil disobedience movement (1930) through picketing, boycotting of foreign
goods, non-violence protest etc Women also contributed in the Nationalist movement by editing
and distributing banned publications, coordinating mass agitations, carrying out constructive
works among depressed class of people etc . This process not only drew women out of their
private spheres but also it helped them to organize and fight for their own cause rather than

depend upon 'benevolent' men in society to promote their cause.
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Women Emancipation and Empowerment: Ambedkar's Ideas and Vision

Ambedkar explained that the inferior position and the subhuman treatment given to
women is deeply embedded in the very nature of Hindu social order which does not respect the
value of the equality among the individuals and does not recognise the worth of human dignity as
according to the Hindu social order even though men are the children 'of Prajapati, the creator of
the universe still they are created from different parts of the body of Prajapati. Thereby refusing to
recognise that men no matter how profoundly they differ as individuals in capacity and character
they are equally entitled as human beings.

As against the principle of equality and fraternity the Hindu social order is based on the
three different principles of which Ambedkar finds the first principle of graded inequality as most
significant as there is no sphere of life which is not regulated by the principle of graded
inequality, women as part of their sex must suffer from this principle and remain as victims of
such inequality27 . Thus, the inferior position as granted to women and the sub-human treatment
given to them, can be explained according to Ambedkar, in terms of very nature of social order
which does not respect the value of equality among individuals and which does not recognise the
worth of human dignity.

The social order, as fallout of Manusmiriti, aimed at establishing dominance of Brahmans
through a system of graded inequality. While this system of graded inequality gave rise
differences in class, Ambedkar was of the firm opinion that Manu was also responsible for the fall
of Hindu women during post-Vedic era. Criticizing Manu he said "4 women in the eyes of Manu
was a thing of no value ..... All the responsibility for the decline and fall of women in India must
be fastened upon Manu"

In his book 'The Rise and fall of Hindu Women' (1988), 30 he quoted verses of
Manusmiriti to explain the social understanding of the position of women such as women should
be looked upon as objects for seducing men (11.213) because they were able to lead astray in this
world not only a fool but even a learned man, and were capable of making man a slave of desire
and anger (11.214). Thus it would be necessary for men to exert themselves to guard women
(IX.16). He also pointed that Manusmiriti painted a picture of women as creatures known for their
disposition-love for omaments, impure desires, wrath, dishonesty, malice and bad conduct
(IX.17), which the Lord of creature laid in them at the creation to be such (IX.16). Thus,
Manusmiriti pointed out that day and night they must be kept in dependence by the males of their
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family and if they attach themselves to sexual enjoyments they must be kept under ones control
(IX.2). They needed to be controlled vigilantly by their guardians. Manusmiriti did not offer the
right to divorce to women (IX.45). A wife did not enjoy right over property, women were reduced
to the level of a slave in the matter of property by Manu (IX.416). The husband had the right to
beat his wife (VII1.299). She had no right in selecting a spouse of her own choice and she had to
worship her husband faithfully (V.154).

In his written reply to an article in the Eve's weekly where the writer had charged Buddha
(563 BC- 483 BC) responsible for the downfall of women in India, Ambedkar commented that
Buddha did not shun women and express any disdain for them. Before the advent of Buddha, the
right to acquire knowledge was denied to women which was supposed to be the birth right of all
human beings. Women were denied the right to realize her spiritual potentiality. Buddha by
admitting woman to the life of parivrajaka (an ascetic) removed both these wrongs in one stroke.
He gave them the right to acquire knowledge as well as to realize their spiritual potentialities
along with men. This revolutionary effort of his brought in India liberation of women which
allowed them liberty and dignity. Ambedkar further criticized Manu who was the greatest
opponent of Buddhism who put women under restraint. Therefore it was Manu not Buddha he
concluded who was responsible for the decline and fall of women in India.

As a student "Castes in India" 36 was the first attempt of Ambedkar to understand and
analyse the nature of Indian society and its systematization through the caste structure from the
Anthropological point of view. He points out in his paper that the caste system was responsible
for women's subordination and exploitation. In order to maintain caste Ambedkar points out that it
is essential to prevent marriage from outside the group which shows that a group desirous of
making itself into a caste must have the maintenance of numerical equality between marriageable
units of the two sexes as the ultimate goal as without it endogamy can no longer be kept intact.
The death of one of the partners creates a surplus man or a woman. "Thus both the surplus man
and woman constitute a menace to the caste if not taken care of. For not finding suitable partners
inside their prescribed circle very likely they will transgress the boundary, marry outside and
import offsprings that is foreign to the caste.

Ambedkar even opposed the Indian Muslim purdah system which he believed was
contrary to the real purdah system of Islam. He was of the opinion that as a consequence of the

purdah system a kind of segregation is brought about in the Muslim women which has
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deteriorating effect upon the physical constitution of the Muslim women thereby depriving her of
a healthy social life. The isolation of males and females is sure to produce bad effects on the
morals of men .He believed that a system, if based on worth, can not justify the permanent denial
of education and religious right to women.In a way, what appears from Ambedkar's own
perception of the Indian social order, Hindu or Muslim was one of a system where women were
denied in various ways, their dues in the society. He was frantically in search of a solution to their
evil systems and sought to usher a society based on equality, justice and fraternity.

Ambedkar realised that there was no other way to reform the society except challenging
the foundation, Manusmiriti and the principle of graded inequality, the society was built upon. He
also argued that all problems related to women were manifestation of the system of caste and thus
nothing short of a revolutionary step aimed at annihilation of caste could only prove beneficial for
women. Here, we find the difference in philosophical foundations of Ambedkar with other
contemporary social reformers. Instead of bringing superficial changes and addressing secondary
issues like child marriage, sati system, he wanted to attack and destroy the backbone of the
menace, the caste system. He wanted to attack the caste and thus bring about change not only for
downtrodden but also for women.

Ambedkar was conscious of the social~ economic and political inequalities among men
and women in Indian society. Though, he attempted to find the root cause of decline in the status
of women in social order, his idea of women empowerment was not confined to social arena.

Broadly viewed, Women Empowerment can be taken as a tool for social, economic and
political equality between men and women and developing capability of women by assigning
rights that were not available earlier. As has been discussed in the previous chapter, Ambedkar
believed that individual is the ultimate goal ofthe society and growth of every individual is the
most important pre-requisite of a free social order. That was the motivation behind his taking the
risk of challenging the established traditions of Hindu Society. Having the wider purpose of
changing society for the betterment of the down-trodden society including women, Ambedkar
found no other way except changing the very mechanism of the social order. He wanted to attack
caste and thus bring about change not only for low caste people but also for women.

The contents of Ambedkar's concept of social justice include unity and equality of all
human beings, equal worth and respect for men and women. His social idea was to remove man

made inequalities of all shape through law, morality and public conscience. A Critical
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examination of his writings reveal that he wanted to establish an ‘ideal society ', a "casteless
society " or a society based on the “principle of justice ". Ambedkar tried to find out the evils of
the existing social order and then offered his own alternative model of an "ideal society" or a "just
society" which could bring complete change in society .This ideal society would be based on
"liberty,equality and fraternity".

He wanted to position women as not only a member of the family, also of society. His aim
was to re-engineer the society from the grass-root level . He involved state for this purpose
through Hindu Code Bill which sought to confer on women the right to property and adoption.
These are enabling rights to women, not granted previously in the domain of economy, which was
to be conferred through legal means. Although, he attempted, through this bill to put men and
women on an equal level in all legal matters, he remarked that "this is in no sense a revolutionary
measure; this is not even a radical measure" . In an attempt to formalise and institutionalise his
efforts, such a legislative move was taken by him. It is equally interesting to note that Ambedkar
while admitting the limitations of the step accepted this to be the basic foundation of
empowerment of women.

Ambedkar's idea on women empowennent was not confined to political or economic
domain. He not only wanted to ensure social equality between man and man, but also equal status
and dignity between man and woman. He also believed in equal status of husband and wife. He
advised that women should be on friendly tenns with their husbands. He did not agree that there
should be a master slave relation between the husband and the wife . In this context, he advocated
active participation of women in political activities. He involved women in all his social
struggles.

The women's conference, during the Scheduled Caste Federation meetings of 1942, is an
important landmark in this course. The conference was presided over by Mrs.Sulocahanabai
Dongree of Amraoti (Nagpur, July 18 to July 20, 1942). In this conference, Ambedkar advised
women to educate their children and remove from them any inferiority complex, not to have too
many children; and let every girl who married claimed to be her husband's friend and equal and to
refuse to be his slave. He also commented that their dress, their cleanliness and the confidence
with which they behaved in the conference brought delight to his heart.

Participation of women at his various conferences remained a distinguished feature of his

effort towards women's empowerment. At the scheduled caste conference held at Kanpur on Jan
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31, 1944, stressing the values of women's contribution Ambedkar observed that their movement
could not succeed unless their women helped actively the work of intensification 5000 women
attended the 3rd all India Scheduled Caste Federation which was held on 5th and 6111 may 1945.
On this occasion women conference under the chairmanship of Mrs. Meenabai Shivraj, Mumbai
municipal workers federation was also organized. A gathering of 70,000 men and women loudly
cheered at Narc Park, Bombay, on 17 Feb 1946 when Am bedkar rose to inaugurate the election
campaign. More than 2000 dalit men and women participated in an agitation launched by
scheduled caste federation at Lucknow, 24th and 25th April 1948, to establish political rights as
well as equality of all human beings.

Conclution

Flexibility in the status of women is seen in different ages. In Vedic period she enjoyed
the higher status and shared the equal role and responsibilities with men. hereas, the post Vedic
period has witnessed tremendous changes and degradation in the women’s status. Manu
developed the guidelines to determine the behaviour of women and it imposed restriction on
women.

The reform movement in India started in colonial period. Britisher supported the reform
and number of practices such as Sati system banned. On the contrary emergence of Dr. Babasaheb
on the horizon of Indian political and social system has paved path to women empowerment. Due
to The efforts of Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar, number of legislations are enacted and women get
legal protection regarding human rights and liberties, it has facilitated socio-economic and
political upliftment of women.
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Abstract

Many great men have been born on the holy land of India. He worked hard day and night
to transform the society. The improvement in the situation in India is gift of those men. His legacy
of service is still an ideal, guide and direction for the people of the country Among such great
personalities of India, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar's name is also taken with priority and respect. Dr.
Babasaheb was a versatile personality. He had perfect knowledge and information of each field.
Social, Dr. Babasaheb was a versatile personality. He had perfect knowledge and information of
each field. With his infallible oratory and skillful leadership in various fields like social, religious,
political, economic, educational, law, journalism, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar conveyed the
message of bringing the dark life of the exploited into the mainstream. Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar
not only had book knowledge but also reformed the society they also knew how how to bring it.
That is why his ideas are so important for the That is why his ideas are betterment of
contemporary society.

Keyword : Improvement, contemporary, betterment, priority, versatile
Introduction

Many great men have been born on the holy land of India. He worked hard day and night
to transform the society. The improvement in the situation in India is gift of those men. His legacy
of service is still an ideal, guide and direction for the people of the country Among such great
personalities of India, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar's name is also taken with priority and respect. Dr.
Babasaheb was a versatile personality. He had perfect knowledge and information of each field.
Social, Dr. Babasaheb was a versatile personality. He had perfect knowledge and information of
each field. With his infallible oratory and skillful leadership in various fields like social, religious,

political, economic, educational, law, journalism, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar conveyed the
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message of bringing the dark life of the exploited into the mainstream. Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar
not only had book knowledge but also reformed the society they also knew how how to bring it.
Dr. Babasaseb Ambedkars thoughts on reforming contemporary society

Dr. Babasaseb Ambedkars on reforming contemporary society can be expressed as follow
Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar's Political thought and contemporary political system in India

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar has expressed his views on political philosophy in many of his
articles, books and speeches. These are Babasaheb's political views. His political views are on
Swarajya, Nationalism, Democracy, Fundamental Rights, Minority Protection, Socialism,
Communism, etc. Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar's political views still apply to society today. If the
contemporary politicians accept their views, India will really develop politically.
Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar's Thoughts on Liberty

Many thinkers, revolutionaries and political leaders have come up with their own ideas on
how to make India independent. According to this thinker, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar has also
expressed his views on Swarajya. But those thoughts are different from others.
Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar's Thoughts on fundamental rights

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar was strongly opposed to injustice, oppression and injustice. He
was strongly opposed to caste discrimination. He used to say in every one of his speeches that
caste discrimination is a kid in the society. He understood that society would not be united
without destroying this social kid. Dr. Ambedkar was trying to free the people from intellectual
and social slavery and bring them into the mainstream of social development.
Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar's Thoughts on Socialism

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar had socialist ideas in mind. He had advocated socialism
through many of his writings and speeches. But their socialism was different from that of Russia,
China and other communist countries. He did not accept the one-sided socialism of this country.
He wanted the socialist system in India to embrace democracy in the political and economic
spheres, as well as to establish a socialist system by establishing government ownership of
industry.
Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar's Thoughts on Minority

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar's minority views are also very important. Protecting the interests
of minorities is Dr. Babasaheb was the focal point of Ambedkar's thought and work. Considering

the injustice done to minorities in Indian society, Dr. From the very beginning, Ambedkar was of
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the view that the interests of the minorities should be protected and he worked tirelessly for that.
He has also protected the interests of minorities in the Indian Constitution.
Thus dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar has expressed his views. Their thoughts are everlasting,

That is why he is hailed as the sculptor of modern India.
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Dr. M. S. Patil
Assistant Professor in Commerce, Bhaurao Kakatkar College, Club Road Camp Belgaum
Karnataka.
Dr. H. Y. Kamble
Professor and Chairman, Department of Commerce, Rani Channamma University, Belagavi

Economic Foundation of Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar

Though Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar is popularly recognized as an architect of Indian
constitution and leader of downtrodden, there is a list of identities to recognize him in many facets
and positions. Educationist, social reformer, modern Manu, Social and political thinker, beholder
and follower of human rights are the recognitions due to his contributions to various fields. Many
people don’t know that Dr. Ambedkar was trained in economics. Formal education which he took
was about economics. He did MA in Economics in 1915 with other subjects viz., History,
Sociology, Philosophy, Politics and Anthropology. He also completed PhD in Economics from
Columbia University in 1917. Thereafter he was simultaneously doing his law course and MSc
from London Law and London School of Economics. He became Barrister in Law in 1920. In
1920 he completed MSc. He submitted the thesis “Provincial decentralisation of Imperial finance
in British India” He also did DSc from London School of Economics in 1923. The thesis
submitted for this purpose was “The Problem of Rupee-Its origin and its solution” This thesis
was the guiding tool to pass The RBI Act in 1934, Babasaheb was lateron honoured with the
degrees LLD and D.Litt. by Columbia University, New York and Osmania University Hyderabad.
Economic thoughts on Monetary Economics

Dr. Ambedkar’s dissertation ‘“The Problem of Rupee : Its Origin and Solution” for which
London School of Economics awarded the degree of ‘Doctor of Science” in 1921 focused on the
monetary economics. In this dissertation, Ambedkar argued that the gold exchange standard
doesnot have the stability of gold standard. Gold standard comprises of use of gold in some form,
especially coins as a medium of exchange. In gold exchange standard the medium of exchange
comprises only paper money which is kept exchangeable at fixed rates with gold and authorities

back it up with foreign currency reserves of such countries as are on the gold standard. Ambedkar
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criticized Keynes because Keynes favoured gold exchange standard. Under gold standard ,
additions to the supply of currency are so small that stability is not affected. He also provided the
statistical evidence to show that in the Indian context, prices varied much less under the gold
standard than under the gold exchange standard. He was of the opinion that there must be some
regulator by which the discretion left to the issuer is regulated. He thinks that under gold
exchange standard the discretion of the issuer is not regulated and undesirable. There was an
argument that the gold exchange standard economies the gold. Ambedkar reasoned to the
argument that economising of gold raises its supply, thereby lowering its value and as a
depreciating commodity, it then becomes unfit to that extent to function as a standard of value.

Ambedkar proposed that all further coinage of the rupee should be permanently
prohibited, suitable gold coin be minted; the ratio between the gold coin and the rupee may be
fixed by law and the rupee and the gold coin should not be mutually convertible.

The context in which these currency reforms were suggested by Ambedkar has completely
changed. The Indian economy has an altogether different institutional set up now. Yet the
esseantial message of Ambedkar has remained surprisingly timeless. The basic conention fo
Ambedkar was that there should be some regulator by which the discretion left to the issuer of
currency is regulated. In the present economic condition, with unbridled growth of government
deficits and therir automatic monetization, the need for the effective restraint on liquidity creation
is as imperative today as it was then.

In the period 1898 to 1916, gold exchange standard were adopted and more emphasis was
given to the external stability i.e. exchange rate stability. In 1914-15, the exchange rate got weak
and India was running out of gold to pay back it remittances. Leading to an increase in the
demand of rupee, as a result government of India started minting rupee to tackle the situation.
This created inflationary pressure in the economy at that period of time. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
studied this matter in depth and commented on whether the gold standard or gold exchange
standard would be better for curb the inflation in a country like India. In his doctoral thesis he has
mentioned that excess importance was given to exchange rate stability rather than price stability.
According to him exchange rate stability will benefit only the trading class not the poor in the
economy. Poor will be benefitted only when there is an internal stability. Ambedkar asked a very
relevant question, what is the purpose of money? Is it how much gold we can purchase or how

much commodities we can purchase out of it. The obvious answer to this is how much
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commodities and services we can purchase out of it. According to Babasaheb currency should be
stable in terms of commodities not in terms of gold. He was against the concept of linking money
supply with gold. He pointed out that Government under gold exchange standard tries to
manipulate the currency to keep it at par with the gold value which is not a good idea. Ambedkar
was a strong believer of quantity theory of money. He did not like the idea that government
should manage the flow of the currency. He was afraid that government will not be able to
manage it properly. He was not in favour of giving the power to the government to expand the
money supply without expanding the production of goods and services; since it can lead to an
unstable currency value. So he strongly opposed the managed currency system and supported
gold standards with some modification.
Economic thoughts on Public Finance

In 1925, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar wrote a book on “The Evolution of Provincial Finance in
British India”. In this book he has discussed about the origin, development and mechanism of
provincial finance. He has also mentioned about the provincial finance under Government of
India Act 1919. The period which he has covered in this book is from 1833 to 1921. Babasaheb
has talked about the problem with the centralization of government finance in India from 1833 to
1871. He showed that in this period the fiscal system was defective with destructive taxes and the
expenditure done by the government was unproductive. After 1858, it was noticed that imperial
government as the law maker did not administer the country whereas provincial government who
administered the country did not have the power to make the laws. Provincial government used to
make the budgets and imperial government had the right to finance these budgets. Practically
speaking provincial government did not have power to raise its own funds and to create
appointments in services. This gave the opportunity to the government of India to interfere in the
provincial administrative works. By this Government of India started misusing its expenditures,
as a result they came under a terrible financial strain. Ultimately, in 1871, it was decided that
provincial government should prepare its own revenue and expenditure budget. There onwards
from 1871 to 1876 provincial finance was introduced in the form of a budget. Under this Diarchy
system financial responsibilities were divided among the provincial government and the centre.
Ambedkar analysed that this kind of scheme led to high taxation which was more dangerous.
Period from 1877 to 1881 was considered as the second phase of provincial finance. In this period

the provincial government used to produce the budget based on the assigned revenue. In the third
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phase of the provincial finance the budget was based on the shared revenue. According to
Babasaheb earlier style of budgeting had a very little room for the expansion of revenue, but this
new style of budgeting based on shared revenue does not possess this kind of drawback. The
revenue collected by either imperial government or provinces was shared among them. This
scheme lasted for 38 years and after that in 1921 major fiscal reform was introduced. This book
summarizes the history of the financial relation between the province and government of India.
Students who are studying the financial relation between state and the centre still find this book as
an important text. This book was referred as an important source by the Finance Commission of
India.
Abolition of Khoti System

Ambedkar moved a bill against the Khoti system in 1937 which was popularly known as
“The Khoti Abolition Act”. British government used to appoint some powerful persons known as
Khots. They were middlemen between the tax collector (British Government) and tax payer
(Inferior land holders). Khots were responsible to hand over the tax revenue collected for the
entire empire to the British government, for this they used to freely exploit and abuse the inferior
land holders. This kind of system was more prominent in the Ratnagiri district, Kolaba district
and Thana district. Ambedkar wanted that this anti Khoti bill should be enacted in the complete
Bombay Presidency.
Ambedkar’s Canons of Public Expenditure

In 1945, while discussing about the functions of Comptroller and Auditor General of India
Ambedkar pointed out that government should responsibly spend the public funds. The revenue
which is collected from the public should be spend according to rules & regulations and due
respect should be given to faithfulness, wisdom and economy. These principles of spending the
public fund are known as Ambedkar’s Canon of Public Expenditure. The dictionary meanings of
faith are duty, commitment and promise. It’s the duty of the government to provide the basic
amenities to the tax payers. We know that it is easy to deceive the public as the public investment
has a long gestation lag period. So, every government should keep in mind that public has an
immense faith in them and they should be committed to provide roads, medical facilities, law and
order to its citizens. Ambedker pointed out that even though the intention of spending the public
funds may be correct but still if it is not used wisely then also the planning fails. In this context he

has talked about wisdom of Government to spend the public money. By wisdom he was
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indicating about the knowledge and experience which should be used while spending the public
funds in a better way. Another important principle of Ambedkar’s canon was economy. By
economy he didn’t mean less public spending, it basically means how the government should
spend the public funds so that they are used optimally.
Economic thoughts on agricultural economics

The major problem of Indian agriculture is low productivity of land. One of the main
reasons of low productivity is the small land holdings by the farmers. In 1917, a committee was
formed to give suggestions on the problem of small holding in the Baroda state. The committee
gave a suggestion to consolidate the holding which can be cultivated by an individual farmer
under the administrative measures. Dr.B.R.Ambedkar was in favour of consolidation of land
holdings but according to him it should be state owned. State should acquire all the agricultural
land from the private players, owners, tenants or mortgagers and pay them the right
compensation, after consolidating the acquired land it should allocate this land in a standard size
to the original cultivators without any discrimination based on caste, creed and religion.
Ambedkar questioned about what could be the right size of the land holding to increase the land
productivity. He pointed out that land is only one factor of production, in order to increase the
farm productivity other factors like capital and labour should be rightly mix with the land. Every
factor is responsible for the low productivity of land. Because of insufficient capital, surplus
labour, and deficient irrigation there is low agriculture productivity in India. Ambedkar in his
paper on “Small Holdings in India and their Remedies (1918)” has suggested state owned
cooperative farming and industrialisation as the remedial measures. Cooperative farming is a
consolidation of land holdings by the farmers who collectively are willing to cultivate the land,
but it should be under the rule and regulation of the government. This kind of practice not only
increases the productivity it will also reduce the cost of production. According to Ambedkar,
industrialisation can be an alternate solution for the vast disguised unemployment in Indian
agricultural sector. Surplus labour in the agriculture sector can be transferred to manufacturing
sector. This will not only increase the productivity in agricultural sector it will also increase the
production of the capital goods. This will indirectly help in the reduction of poverty and
inequality. In 1950°s, Noble Laureate Prof. Arthur Lewis formulated a dual economy model in

which he tried to explain the same concept of shifting
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Caste Economics : Division of Labour and Division of Labourers

In 1936, Ambedkar wrote a speech titled “Annihilation of Caste” unfortunately this
remained undelivered. This speech was later on published in 1937. In this speech he had talked
about what was implied by the caste system. According to Ambedkar, the division of work is
essential for management of work. Hence, the work ie., labour was divided among the people. But
later on it was imposed by the system that the successors have to do the same work as done by
their predecessors. He criticized the division of people on the basis of caste. He demonstrated
logical flaws in the caste system. He emphasized that the caste system is not only the division of
labour but also it is the division of labourers. Moreover, the division of labourers was not based
on the natural aptitude or acquired skills but on the dogma of predestination. He argued that the
caste system is the natural outcome of some religious beliefs which have the sanction of the
shstras.

He believes that caste system is the most important hurdle in the economic development
of India. He states that the caste system has direct relationship with the migration of capital and
labour. In Maharashtra, the system of mahar vatan was present according to which a small piece
of land was given to mahars for cultivation and they were allowed to stay outside the villages.
They are supposed to serve the uppercaste people and do the duties like night watchman,
removing dead bodies of animals, track the thieves and messengers, etc. This made them
dependent on the mercy of the villagers and feudal lords. Babasaheb was dissatisfied with this
system. Hence, he introduced a bill in the Bombay Legislative council to abolish “Mahar
Watan”, which has made the Mahar communities in Maharashtra slaves of the feudal lords.

This caste will not come alone. It was attached with standard of living, income level, food
habits, nature of work, place of residence, right to education, etc. It was the threat to inclusive
growth. It had detached the one group of society from other group. Hence, Babasaheb related
division of society with the division of wealth. He believed that advocating perpetuation of
traditional socio economic pattern proved to be detrimental to economic development.

Ambedkar was beholder of human rights. He denounced untouchability. He thought that
untouchability was not only matter of social system but it was also the matter of economic
system. It was worse than slavery. In slavery, the master takes the responsibility to feed, clothe

and house the slave. But in untouchability, the upper caste takes no responsibility for the
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maintenance of the untouchables. Hence, Ambedkar argued that untouchability is the system of
uncontrolled economic exploitation which led to infamy.
Water and Power policy

Dr. Ambedkar believed that water resources should be managed by Central Government to
avoid the disputes between states. He proposed “Inter-State Water Disputes Act” in 1956 to
settle the dispute between the states.Dr. B.R. Ambedkar initiated new water and power policy.
The main purpose of this policy was to utilise the water resources of the country in an optimal
way. He believed that it is only the multipurpose projects which can solve the problems of floods,
power shortage, and irrigation. For the development of the country Babasaheb initiated the idea of
building the first multipurpose river valley project known as Damodar Valley Project in Bengal
and Bihar. As a part of national water policy the objectives of this project was to control the
floods in the surrounded regions, to help the farmers through irrigation, to control the famines and
to solve the problem of power supply. This is not the single river valley project which was
architected by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar the other projects were Bhakra-Nagal Dam (Highest gravity
dam), Hirakud Dam (Longest major earthen dam) and Sone river valley project.
Contribution to labour laws

Ambedkar has brought several labour reforms during his time. In the 7th session of the
Indian labour conference in 1942, he initiated to reduce the factory working hours from 12 to 8. In
the same year, at the Tripartite Labour Conference Babasaheb was involved in building Plenary
Conference and Standing Advisory Committee to settle the industrial disputes between employees
and employers. He also propounded to establish employment exchanges and to collect the
statistical data under Industrial Statistics Act. Ambedkar has also worked for the upliftment of
women"s in the society. He has framed laws like “Mines Maternity Benefit Act” and “Women
and Child Labour Protection Act”. He tried removing the ban on women employment in the coal
mines. He also established “Women Labour Welfare Fund” and fought to give maternity benefits
to the women labourers. In 1943, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar framed the amendment in the Trade Union
Act of 1926. In the amendment he put forth the compulsory recognition of the trade union by the
employers. India was the first nation to think about the employees insurance and the credit goes to
the great visionary Dr. Ambedkar. This Employees State Insurance insured the employees against
the medical, physical disability and injuries during the work. In 1944, Babasaheb enacted a bill

for the safety of the employees working in the coal mines. This bill was known as Coal Safety
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Amendment Bill. In 1945, he introduced Mica Mines Labour Fund which helped the employees
in the coal mines to get housing, water, education, entertainment, transport facilities, medical
facilities and better health and sanitation.
Socialism
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar was not in support of what father of economics Adam Smith has
written in his book “Wealth of Nation” in 1776 about the markets. Adam Smith was a great
supporter of laissez fair policy (free markets), markets with no government interventions. Some
has argued that this will give more liberty for the economic development of a country. But
contrary to this Babasaheb has pointed out that this kind of liberty from the state may give rise to
private capitalism, which may be dictators of their own kind. Babasaheb was not against the
private enterprises but he was more concerned about the equitable distribution of wealth. In the
memorandum submitted to the British government titled “states and minorities” in 1947, Dr.
Ambedkar placed a strategy “an obligation on the state to plan the economic life of the people on
lines which would lead to highest point of productivity without closing every avenue to private
enterprises and also provide for the equitable distribution of wealth”. He wanted that the public
sector should play an active role in the economic development of India whereas private sector
should be treated as the passive player. While discussing about industrialisation in India,
consolidation of small land holdings and building of water projects he stated that these should be
state owned and should be managed by the state.
Thoughts on Economic Development
Ambedkar believed that the strategy of economic development of India should be based
on thrust for eradication of poverty, elimination of inequalities and ending exploitation of the
masses. In his book ‘Buddhism and Communism’, he emphasized that exploitation has many
dimensions, economic as well as social, religious, political. In Indian context, social or religious
exploitation is no less oppressive than economic exploitation. His concept of state socialism is
based on the three basic tenets:
1. State ownership of agricultural land and key industries to meet the demands of the poorer
strata of society
2. Maintenance of productive resources by the state
3. A just distribution of the common produce among the different people without any

distinction of caste or creed.
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Abstract

History testifies the presence of cleavages in every society, characterized by atrocities,
discrimination, exploitation and subordination that raised peoples demand for justice and equality.
It is this idea of equality that forced people to protest in the form of movements. The Dalit
Movement also began as a protest movement in India. The Dalits, also called as Atisudra,
Panchama or Outcasts, at present constitute one of the most depressed and marginalized sections
of Indian society. Socio-cultural exclusion, economic deprivation and political exploitation of
centuries made them to break out of such kinds of age-old prejudices. Hence, they began to
protest with the help of literatures, or forming organization like the Dalit Panthers, which came to
be recognized as the Dalit Movement. This paper is an attempt to bring forth the various aspects
of Dalit’s lives that led to the movement, after Babasaheb Ambedkar.

Keywords: Cleavages, Dalits, Depressed, Equality, Exploitation, Protest, fascism,
Movements.
Introduction

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar has undeniably been the tallest person in the struggles of
oppressed people, particularly the Dalits in the post-modern India. Indisputably he was the first
one to provide a broader intellectual canvas to the struggle of the thitherto broken people. One
cannot ever make any undue claim to the profound resistance put forward by predecessors and the
contemporaries, which laid the contextual edifice of Dr. Ambedkar argument. Any thesis that
stands to thrive the basic humanist principles of Justice, Freedom, Equality, Liberty, Justice and
Peace needs consistent study, reframing, evaluation and modification. In this sense it would be the
victory of Babasaheb and the principles he laid forth in annihilating caste and thereby evolving
the process of secular social democracy engagement where sharing of material and ideological-
cultural-spiritual values would run as the core standard of every single aspect of engagement.

Ideally the key feature of the Dalit movement should have aimed at annihilation of caste at the
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primary level, establishment of secular or rational social democracy as the secondary stage and
ensuring the value sharing mechanism as the third and major objective. While dealing with the
question of the movement of ex-untouchables, it is essential to address the present context in its
complexities, rather the crisis that has and is crippling India and how is it affecting the people at
the lowest rung.

This would automatically draw our attention to the core question. Without this it would be
problematical to be in a strategic position to discuss or debate the relevance of Dalits as a people,
the present challenges, cope up mechanisms, identification of friends and foes, reconstruction and
what strategies should it adopt to attain these goals. It would also present a wider picture of the
nation as a whole and its complexes from the abyss, with caste as the core functional aspect.
Today all crises in the world had expanded to unpredictable magnitude with severe implication
and utter insinuation. Essentially one needs to discuss all aspects including ideology, politics and
practise of egalitarianism, since it holds the key to set the basics and background of any secular
social democratic revolution in the country. The exuntouchables while belonging to a broader
class of rejected and abandoned people by the classics of Brahimincal Hinduism; it also had the
additional disability of being have-nots. Economically, most of them are still the poorest of poor.
A minuscule minority has managed to escape poverty limits and to locate itself on to a continuum
ranging up to a reasonable level of prosperity, yet they suffer the historically superimposed of
social oppression. The main factor that has catalysed this upward mobility is the reservation
policy — despite whatever flaws and errors — with provided the basic opportunity to enter the
modern sectors of education, employment, economy and politics. In social terms the social
oppression varies from the crudest variety of untouchability, discrimination, exclusion,
marginalisation and alienation — practiced across the entire rural areas of India, to it’s
sophisticated manifestations urban areas including the corporate world. Although statistics
indicate to have made a significant progress on almost all parameters during the past seven
postindependence decades, the relative gap between the Dalits and non-Dalits seems to have
remained the same or rather deteriorated (George, 2006B). Understanding the historical context
and position is indispensable not only for positioning and strategising the Dalit movement but
also to delineate the modern testicles of the continuity of caste system in post-modern era. In a
broader overview, popular organised Dalit struggles cannot be traced before the British period.

This is also due to the fact that the mystified Indian history and its historian’s haven’t provided
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much of information on any such organised resistance to caste oppression. From this viewpoint
one cannot arrive at a shortcut conclusion there was no organised resistance to the caste hierarchy
of the Brahminical religion.

The important question is whether the ones in the lowest rug accepted it as their destiny or
if it was a forced fate superimposed in the classical style of Roman slavery through sanctions of
religions (George, 2006B). One is that the entire thesis of Hinduism as rightly pointed and argued
by Babasaheb is banking the four-fold system of eternal domination viz. Varnashram which
further developed into sub-class called caste. Subscribing to this argument, if a prudent and
thorough exploration of the transformation of varna into caste is done one could find the
expression and emergence of new theory of “purity of blood”, which is by and large the antidotes
used even today by the protagonists of caste (George, 2006B). The extraordinary success of this
contrivance of social stratification is as much attributable to its own design that effectively
obviated coalescence of the oppressed castes and facilitated establishment and maintenance of the
ideological hegemony as to its purported divine origination. None could ordinarily raise a
question as it meant incurring divine wrath and consequent ruination of the prospects of getting a
better birth in their next life. Thus the caste system held society in a metaphysical engagement
and at the same time in physical alienation with itself (Teltumbde, 2006). Since, this
superstructure was pivoted on the religio - ideological foundation, the manifestation of resistance
to the caste system always used the metaphysical toolkit that contrived its arguments into the
religious form. Right from the early revolts like Buddhism and Jainism down to the Bhakti
movement in the medieval age, one finds articulation of opposition to the caste system
materialising in a religio-ideological idiom. This trend in fact extends well down to modern times
that mark a new awakening of the oppressed castes and the birth of the contemporary Dalit
movement. All anti-caste movements thus, from the beginning to the present, invariably appear
engaged in religious or metaphysical confrontation with Brahminism, either in terms of its
denouncement or of adoption of some other religion (Teltumbde, 2006). It is under the above
mentioned circumstances and juncture; I place the investigation on the pitfalls, challenges and
ways ahead of the Dalit movement.

Untouchables in British India
Down the line of history the British colonisers aligned with the Indian rulers as well as

mercantile class through its imperial and bourgeois liberal ethos coupled with the imperatives of
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their ruling strategy marked the creation of space for setting up subaltern identities, particularly in
terms of caste and religion. Initially the British rule delivered nothing different to the
untouchables as the early British association was confined to the courts of kings. Until they
confronted with each other with correspondingly led to institutional changes (judiciary, civil
administration, commodity, markets), cultural changes (modernity, western mode of living,
English education, exposure to western treasure of knowledge and scholarship), economic
changes (zamindari and ryotwari systems in place of jajmani-balutedari), and social changes. The
development opportunities that these changes created gave an impetus to the lower castes and also
came into conflict with traditional social relations, which still shackled them through caste
bondage. This could be termed as the second phase of emergence of autonomous Dalit movement
in pre-Ambedkar phase (George, 2006B). This second phase is crucial as it marked a difference
from the single out previous metaphysical. While dealing with Brahminical hegemony, the
autonomous Dalit movement of course perceived an ally in the backward castes. The anti-
Brahmin movement launched by the original visionary genius like Ayyotitasha, Sri Narayana
Guru, Phule, Ayyankali, Baba Manguram, and others attains key space; which went beyond the
rhetoric of metaphysical religious engagement to the level of physical and material struggles for
land rights, labour rights, social dignity, temple entry movements, educational space, movement
against slavery and bondage and upward mobility. Dr. Ambedkar was much influenced by
Mahatama Phule in Maharashtra. In spite of the difference in time period marking out different
transitory phases in the history; differences in dispositions, equipment and social backgrounds
between Phule and Ambedkar, one finds essential similarities in their characterisation of the
social structure and the movements they launched and led. British rule was considered positive by
both Phule and Ambedkar for the introduction of modernity into the waning Hindu society but
concurrently has exposed its; both rejected the claims of nationalists that India was a nation; both
had no faith in the Indian National Congress; both came to characterise and oppose it similarly;
both declared their vehement opposition to Brahminism but still did not hate Brahmins; both were
rationalist; both had hated the blood sucking class of priests, landlords, moneylenders and
capitalists and sought to organise their victims; both emphasised the importance of education in
the scheme of liberation of Dalits and backward castes; and so on and so forth (Teltumbde, 2006).
Howsoever underestimated or grossly overlooked the contradictions between the Shudra

backward castes and the non-caste Dalits may be in the village setting where precisely the caste
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problem is to be confronted, the Shudra castes came to share the mantle of Brahminism in relation
to Dalits. This is basically strengthened by the economic contradictions between these farmer
castes and the Dalits who are the farm labourers dependent on them. This legacy of Manu could
neither be overcome by the powerful non-Brahmin movement of Mahatma Phule, who had
certainly shown how to bring them together during his life time; nor by the Dalit movement
despite its significant investment for bringing about a broad unity of all the labouring people
during Ambedkar's time.
The Post-Ambedkar period

The post-Ambedkar Dalit movement had witnessed several ups and downs. On one side a
categorical awakening among the Dalits had grown beyond all imagination and on the other it has
somewhere stagnant after Dr. Ambedkar mainly due to ideological disposition. The post-
Ambedkar phase can be broadly divided into three phases — rise and fall of the Republican Party,
emergence of the Dalit Panthers and thirdly the growing assertion of Dalits for political power
and their consequent refusal to remain satisfied merely with education and job opportunities
arising out of the policy of reservation. While the first two phases were confined to Maharashtra,
interestingly the third one hardly had any role of Maharashtra — it was mostly outside the state of
Maharashtra. The factors that unfolded these phases depended much on the orientation guiding
them. In Maharashtra except the strong efforts of Dadasaheb Gaikwad and some instant initiatives
by Dalit Panthers, the Dalit movement almost failed to address the material aspect and life of
Dalits. This perhaps was the key contributor to why the Congress party as a whole gained
immense strength in the 60s and 70s within Maharashtra ensuring Dalits as their natural vote
banks, despite the overarching legacy of Amebdkar. The fall of these movements marked the
entry of the pettybourgeoisie outlook to the centre stage of perspective and the middle class
cultural norm governing the leadership life-style married with splits and schism and a complete
detachment from the real mass. There is no denial of the fact that the Dalit movement in the post-
Ambedkar phase has gained immense potential and stridden several step ahead in the real
democratisation of the Indian society with the rejection of political dominated by Brahminical
values (George, 2005). The impressive emergence of BSP under Kanshiram in the national
politics underlines this major chunk of the third phase. Kanshiram laid the foundation for this
through forming All India Backward and Minority Castes Employees Federation (BAMCEF) in
1973 at first and later the Dalit Shoshit Samaj Sangarsh Samiti, popularly known as DS-4 in 1981
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(Singh, 2010). The success achieved by BSP has certainly encouraged the emergence of similar
experiments in different parts of the country (George, 2005). The emergence of Vidudalai
Chiruthaigal Katchi as the largest Dalit movement in Tamil Nadu under the leadership of
Thirumavalavan in recent years and another party called Puthiya Tamilagam under Dr
Krishnaswami are quite inspirational and instilled new rays of hope against caste oppression.
Dalit Samrakshana Samiti in Karnataka could also be seen as an emergent movement, despite the
limitation of the time-space factor. The efforts to revive the Republican Party in Maharashtra —
despite all its multiple factions — could also be seen as efforts with certain political goals in place.
There are similar efforts in other states too. All these developments had certainly been a marker in
the quest for attaining political mobility and space. However one could also observe that these
formations from parties to social movements of the oppressed, poor and marginalised has failed to
mobilise the larger societal social consciousness to bring more social equilibrium for the Dalits.
Dr. Ambedkar has left with a mission to be continued with specific objectives and goals of
building an India, which he often referred to as ‘Prabuddha Bharat’. Thus the Dalit movements
seem to have not only lost their momentum as a movement, but also has shifted from its core
agenda to a more populist agenda which sweeping shift in their slogans and languages.
Land Question and Power Dynamics — the missed line by Dalits Movements

Parallel to these developments there is another aspect that somehow consciously or
unconsciously slipped away from the Dalit-Bahujan movement in the national political scenario
after independence. During the post-independence period the imperatives of electoral politics
provided the motive force for the consolidation of the middle castes. Thus a majority of the
Shudra castes — who were marginal or small farmers or artisans labouring in the jajmani-
balutedari (client-patron) system — attained crucial and critical room for affirming themselves
(George, 2006B). These castes received disproportionate benefits from the policies and
programmes implemented during this period. The most significant have been the land reforms
that sought to restore the lands to tenants and later the green revolution that channelled significant
investments into agriculture and raised its productivity. The former could not reach real tenants
who in most cases were Dalits because the government machinery would not know that there
operated a layered tenancy in villages as a Dalit tenant could not be dealt with by the high caste
landlord directly. So, by default, it recognised the intermediaries as the legal tenants who

invariably belonged to these farmer castes. Many of the benami transfers also went to them, as
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they were the confidants of the former landlords. The green revolution, as numerous studies
concluded, clearly benefited the bigger farmers who again belonged to these castes. The
empowerment of a section from these Shudra castes impelled them to create a formidable
constituency for themselves in nexus with the capitalist class and wielded significant political
power. The contradiction between them and the Brahmins that impelled the non-Brahmin
movements during the colonial times were overcome in this process, which enabled them to
assume the hegemonic role in the rural setting (Teltumbde, 2006). Omvedt and Patankar (1979)
points to the development of two parallel hierarchies in development of caste system in India.
One hierarchy developed in the domain of agrarian relations ranging from landlords to
independent peasants to tenant-cultivator to field servants. The last category comprised the
untouchables — a form of semi-slavery.

The entire land policy evolved in the colonial period and during the freedom struggle was
focussed on the ideology of ‘land to the tiller’, which excluded the lowest hierarchy in the
agrarian system i.e. the untouchable field servants. In the pre-1947 phase, the castes under this
generic Shudra caste-group were not well off economically and equal socially. Many of them, the
artisan and service castes, were as poor as Dalits and continue at various rungs in the caste
hierarchy. However, they could be bracketed together socially in caste terms as one entity for the
reason that they were economically farmers since many of these groups held land in the new set
of arrangements. The caste divisions between them were really imperceptible in hierarchical
terms, though social engagements are still limited (George, 2006B). In relations to Dalits —
however they were placed socially and culturally clearly apart as the caste Hindus — their
superiority perception in relation to the increasingly assertive Dalits was deliberately worked up
by the powerful elements in villages, which thwarted any possibility of their making common
base and agenda with Dalits. All these Shudra castes came to pose as a single block in opposition
to Dalits for mainly two reasons. One, their superiority in the caste hierarchy to Dalits lent them
power over them to extract more and more economic surplus and two, the assertiveness of the
majority Dalit caste induced by their political consciousness (through the Dalit movement) and
economic betterment (through reservation policy) made them vulnerable and defensive (George,
2006B). These dynamics achieved two things for the rural rich. One, it obfuscated their
exploitative relations with their own caste fellows and two; it provided them the requisite mass

base to claim political power. One shouldn’t conceal or mask the historical blunder of the
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Communist movement in its incapacity to analyse the caste system which led to the unambiguous
failure to interpret the established traditional working class sections of India. This also had done a
lot of damage to the Dalit movement and at large frozen the working class either. Beyond the
definite splitting up of Dalits it also botched in addressing the questions of bringing the new class
along with Dalit with the class movement. Obliterating the class structure in India could only
begin with the annihilation of caste (Teltumbde, 2006) that was completely forgotten by the
communists. Any question of caste annihilation cannot happen without thrashing the power
structure, which has its roots in the land holding patterns that emerged in the post independence
period. The historical alienation of Dalit movement from Communist — who otherwise could had
been their natural ally — for whatsoever reasons, juxtaposed from composing any alliance at this
facade either. This new class of landed people emerged as the political class, who in return
completely dismissed any question of Dalit land rights, nor did the emergent Dalit movements felt
the necessary need of taking up the land question at the national level seriously. Thus the
Ambedkar’s project of annihilation of caste remains as a distant dream of all those who claimed
to be the vanguards of the new society creation.
Hindutva Fascism & Dalits Movements

Another aspect that the Dalit movement in the post Ambedkar era failed to address is that
of the direct challenges of communal fascism. Communal Fascism is a form of extreme right-
wing ideology that celebrates the nation or the race as an organic community transcending all
other loyalties. It emphasizes a myth of national or racial or puritan rebirth after a period of
decline or destruction. To this end, fascism calls for a “spiritual revolution™ against signs of moral
decay such as individualism and materialism, and seeks to purge “alien” forces and groups that
threaten the organic community. Fascism tends to celebrate masculinity, youth, mystical unity,
and the regenerative power of violence. Often, but not always, it promotes racial superiority
doctrines, ethnic persecution, imperialist expansion, and genocide. At the same time, fascists may
embrace a form of internationalism based on either racial or ideological solidarity across national
boundaries. Usually fascism espouses open male supremacy, though sometimes it may also
promote female solidarity and new opportunities for women of the privileged nation or race
(George, 2006A). Fascism's approach to politics is both populist — in that it seeks to activate “the
people” as a whole against perceived oppressors or enemies — and elitist — in that it treats the

people's will as embodied in a select group, or often one supreme leader, from whom authority
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proceeds downward. Fascism seeks to organise a cadre-led mass movement in a drive to seize
state power. It seeks to forcibly subordinate all spheres of society to its ideological vision of
organic community, usually through a totalitarian state. Both as a movement and a regime,
fascism uses mass organisations as a system of integration and control, and uses organized
violence to suppress opposition, although the scale of violence varies widely (George, 2006A).
The present phase of fascism is a more organised and systematic attempt to continue the caste-
class legacy. It started with the emergence of Hindu Chauvinism and Cultural Nationalism under
the leadership of RSS led camp. This camp learnt various things from different sectors. They
learnt the skills in organising and mobilising from Communist parties, mastered the management
techniques from Churches & Christian institutions, the one-man dictator model of Adolph Hitler
and the also the methods of maintaining private militia. In nutshell, the wholesome exercise was
to sustain and strengthen the same old ideology of purity of the three upper varnas and Shudras
and Panchamas as impure and pollutants. A twin strategy of dictating the Dalits and non-Hindu
communities is the present form of communal fascism in India. Current mode of communal polity
coupled with sustained casteism apparently speaks of this truth (George, 2006B). Communal-
fascism has built philanthropic and religious institutions like Saraswati Sishu Mandir, Vanvasi
Kalyan Ashram, Sanghs, Deen Dayal Shodh Sansthan, Sanskriti Bihar, Vikas Bharit, Gayatri
Pariwar, Brahmakumari Samaj, etc. are some of the strategies adopted to create inroads among
the Dalits & Adivasis. Expansion of fascism has so far and is disintegrating the Dalit-Adivasi
ideology, theology, and identity and intimidated their very existence.

Apparently this ruptures the community, deteriorates the noble notions of sharing, caring
and co-operation, expansion of patriarchy and battered the inkling of community ownership over
resources and all remaining symbols of common property (George, 2006A). Another strategy
applied is the steady and systematic capturing of the community panchayats and organisations.
The best example of this is Gujarat where the communal fascists have got their stranglehold and
successfully executed the carnage against the Muslims by communalising Dalits and Adivasis.
Two crucial incidences in the Dalit history of India would remain as irremovable scars — one
being the demolition of Babri Mazjit and the second the post Godra genocide of Muslim.
Regretfully no Dalit organisation had a strong stand against either of these. Dalits chosen to be the
foot soldiers of the Hindutva forces against Muslims indeed surprised many. The very same

Brahmins, Banias and Patidars who constitute the Hindutva command today sparked off the 1981
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anti-reservations riots against Dalits (Tripathi,2009).20 years should not be too long a period for
the collective memory of the victims to be effaced in favour of the perpetrators of crime. The riots
were a part of their protest against the reservation system that gave Dalits access to medical and
engineering colleges. They were based on falsehood and blatant lies even then as any of the riots
thereafter and the recent carnages are. It led to riots in which Dalits were targeted in 18 of
Gujarat's 19 districts. The backlash was so harsh and widespread that it marked a watershed in the
Dalit consciousness. The violence of 1981 riots achieved in one shot what they could not do over
many years. It is significant to remember that during these riots the Muslims had sheltered Dalits
at many places. Dalits faced the wrath of same Brahmins, Banias and Patidars combine again in
1985 although this time their agitation was against the hike in job quotas for the OBCs in
government and educational institutions. Ironically the Dalits upheld the reservations for the
OBCs under the Mandal Commission and bore the wrath of the higher castes but the actual
beneficiaries continued not only to be with the higher castes but also against Dalits (Teltumbde,
2004). Resultant is the perpetual assurance of control over these communities plus a bonus of
sustaining casteism. Expansion of caste fascism has so far and is disintegrating the Dalit ideology,
theology, and identity and intimidated their very existence. Apparently this ruptures the
community, deteriorates the noble notions of sharing, caring and co-operation, expansion of
patriarchy and battered the inkling of community ownership over resources. Let us not forget
Ambedkar was the greatest fighter against religious fascism and historical caste fascism.

Any pragmatic and progressive movement cannot stand on the selective criticism of a few
religious texts or political ideologies and conveniently keeping quiet on other questions. A
movement cannot be built on superfluous philosophy of negativism. It has to provide its own
alternative to the people. Dalits have their own distinct identity and culture and those claiming to
provide them an alternative God really misquote Dr. Ambedkar and kill their revolutionary spirit,
as is the suggestion by many Dalit. Dr. Ambedkar’s popularity among the Dalits is not due to the
corrupt Dalits who use all tactics to grab money and power but the poor Dalits who consider him
as the liberator. There are many reasons for the same. Dr. Ambedkar is a uniting factor for Dalits.
No doubt that he has become an icon of Dalits from North to South from Hindi heartland to the
southern Tamil Nadu. However he himself was against ‘hero worship’ of any time. He believed in
the exploration of knowledge on historical and scientific basis. This has to be a regular, rather on-

going, process, which is only possible by addressing the problems of the oppressed and exploited
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masses. The undeniable fact is Dr. Ambedkar is mainly known among the working class Dalits.
Re-reading Dr. Ambedkar In broader terms the Dalit movement failed to properly address many
things. It is very essential at this juncture to re-investigate what Babasaheb had mentioned about
the various different aspects, despite the limitation of time, space and ideological factors. Dr
Ambedkar certainly was not dogmatic but pragmatic. He had rightly confronted the forces of
casteism, fascism, communalism imperialism and capitalism. He believed that any system that
promotes unequal human relationships should not thrive. Was Ambedkar non-radical? Did he
ever not talk against imperialism? Did he not oppose capitalism? Did he not oppose Hindutva and
communal forces? Did he fail to connect the intricacies of these aspects? To any extends if
anyone grasped imperialism and empirism, its entire length, and breadth, and height, its capacity
and volume it was Ambedkar. Notwithstanding the fact that as a true democrat, Ambedkar, far
from being a stooge of the British imperialism — as maligned by some leftist and pseudo
nationalist, was against imperialism of every hue. His sole crime was that he saw imperialism in
its totality, as a rule of one society over the other. Otherwise it was understood in a stereotype
model of rule of one nation over another. He was of the opinion that anything being enforced on
others in social or political or economic is the core of imperialism. Let us examine these passages
what he had to say on empire and empirism is like this, “The British have an Empire, so have the
Hindus. For is not Hinduisma form of Imperialism and are not the Untouchables a subject race,
owing their allegiance and their servitude to their Hindu masters? If Churchill must be asked to
declare his war aims how could anybody avoid of asking Mr. Gandhi and the Hindus to declare
their war aims.” Further he writes, “The sky-piercing slogan shouting ‘Down with Imperialism’
could entrench itself in India. The young leaders do not seem to understand if the foundation of
Brahminism on which the superstructure of imperialism is erected, is itself weakened. The power
and strength of imperialism lies in the weakness of the classes that are ruled by imperialism. The
weakness of India is accumulated in the social structure of the Hindus. Or social norms and
traditions are destructive of unity and supporter of division. That is why imperialism could
strengthen its base here and it is still able to carry on.” Again he speaks, “if consciousness and
reason can be insinuated into the resulting struggles they can only qualify, never abolish, the
injustice. If injustice is to be abolished it must be resisted and when injustice proceeds from
collective power, whether in the form of imperialism or class domination, it must be challenged

by power. A class entrenched behind its established power can never by dislodged unless power is
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raised against it. That is the only way of stopping exploitation of the weak by strong” (BRAWS,
1990B). Yet another distorted and maligned confusion around Dr. Ambedkar remains that he was
in favour of foreign rule or colonisation.

This is one strategy applied by the Indian Communists (as guardians of caste system)
thereby alienating the crude question of caste, and silently legitimising caste as if it will disappear
with the larger class struggle. This happened the vice verse when the entire Dalit movement
isolated from seriously studying or question of class struggle or anit-imperialistic agenda. None
other than Dr. Ambedkar who while making a strategic use of the British rule as arbitrator
between the Hindus and Dalits knew this reality as he repeatedly castigated it for having done
nothing for the Dalits. In one of his editorials he wrote with a caption “What have British Lords
done for you?” “Whatever desirable change may have come in our condition during the British
rule has just happened in the course of time. We cannot be sure about whether the British
government has made any special efforts for that. On the contrary, we are of the opinion that it is
utterly futile to expect any emancipatory work for untouchables from the British rule.” He was
fully aware, perhaps better than many swadeshi sloganeers of his times, of the exploitative
character of the British imperialism and its social and economic importance. Dr. Ambedkar wrote
three scholarly books on economics where he closely looks at the role of the British imperialism,
its overall impact on the different sections of Indian society.

The first one ‘Administration and Finance of the East India Company’, he had exposed
how the East India Company exploited Indians during the long period of 1792 to 1858 and after
its rule was abolished in 1858, how instead of removing the injustice, the British Crown increased
it by loading the starving Indians with the huge debt, which was taken by the East India Company
for its own consumption.

The second was the ‘“The Evolution of Provincial Finance in British India’, which analysis
the evolution of Centre-State financial relations in British India during the period, 1833 through
1921 (BRAWS, 1989).

The third one is ‘The Problem of the Rupee: Its Origin and Its Solution’. It is considered
as magnum opus in economics.

The essential colonial mechanism for exploitation gets succinctly exposed in Dr.
Ambedkar’s conclusion, “apparently the immenseness of India’s contribution to England is as

much astounding as the nothingness of England’s contribution to India” (BSAWS, 1989). The
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same language and fervour against British imperialism could be found in all his subsequent
writings, as he was clear that imperialism is a major component as a burden to freedom and
advocated for self rule. But to his sense the self-rule of untouchables cannot be equated with the
self-rule of the caste Hindus, since there already existed a nation within a nation. While
comparing the bearings and pains of the Jews and Untouchables Babasaheb wrote, “It is generally
agreed among the thoughtful part of humanity that there are three problems (1) Imperialism, (2)
Racialism, (3) Anti-Semitism and (4) Free Traffic in that merchandise of death popularly called
munitions. There is no doubt these are the plague glands in which nation’s cruelty to nation and
man’s inhumanity to man have their origin. There is no doubt that these problems must be tackled
in a new and a better world is to emerge from the ashes of this terrible and devastating war. What
my fear is that the problem of the untouchables may be forgotten as it has been so far. That would
indeed be a calamity. For all the ills which the untouchables are suffering if they are not as much
advertised as those of the Jews, are not less real. Nor are the means and methods of suppression
used by the Hindus against the untouchables less effective because they are less bloody than the
ways which the Nazis have adopted against the Jews.

The Anti-Semitism of the Nazis against the Jews is in no way different in ideology and in
effect from the Sanatanism of the Hindus against the Untouchables” (BSAWS, 1990B). One need
not forget the connective fact that anything that is imperialism is strongly connected with the
economic mode of production by means of feudalism and capitalism. Secondly beyond any
doubts, Dr. Ambedkar believed in secularism to his core, which he strongly manifested through
his thorough study of religion and particularly Buddhism as a rational way of life. The flag-
bearers of Hindutva, in their task of manufacturing history, have now left Babasaheb even. The
RSS has presented him as a leader in league with Hedgewar and Golwalkar and as a defender for
the cause of the Hindu Rashtra (Islam, 2003). Leaders of BJP have not given up any chance to
declare Ambedkar as a supporter of Hindutva and the Hindu Rashtra. This is nothing but injustice
to a man who had renounced Hinduism because of its repressive elements and converted to
Buddhism. Throughout his life, Ambedkar opposed the communal politics of both the Muslim
League and the Hindutva forces. His book, Pakistan or The Partition of India (1940), stands
testimony to his opposition to the nefarious designs of communal elements. In fact, his ideas and
warnings about Hindutva, as contained in the book, can even now work as bulwark in checking

the resurgence of communal forces (BRAWS, 1990A). Ambedkar writes, “If Hindu Raj does
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become a fact, it will, no doubt, be the greatest calamity for this country. No matter what the
Hindus say, Hinduism is a menace to liberty, equality and fraternity. On that account, it is
incompatible with democracy. Hindu Raj must be prevented at any cost. The idea of Hindustan
for Hindus is not merely arrogant but is arrant nonsense”. Dr. Ambedkar was of the firm opinion
that Hindutva was nothing but a ploy by upper caste Hindus to maintain control over society and
its resources. He wrote: “They have a trait of character which often leads the Hindus to disaster.
This trait is formed by their acquisitive instinct and aversion to share with others the good things
of life.

They have a monopoly of education and wealth, and with wealth and education they have
captured the State. To keep this monopoly to themselves has been the ambition and goal of their
life. Charged with this selfish idea of class domination, they take every move to exclude the lower
classes of Hindus from wealth, education and power. This attitude of keeping education, wealth
and power as a close preserve for themselves and refusing to share it, which the high caste Hindus
have developed in their relation with the lower classes of Hindus, is sought to be extended by
them to the Muslims. They want to exclude the Muslims from place and power, as they have done
to the lower class Hindus. This trait of the high caste Hindus is the key to the understanding of
their politics” (BRAWS, 1990A). Ambedkar, in his struggle to establish a secular State, did not
differentiate between flag-bearers of Hindutva and the Muslim League. He treated them as two
faces of the same coin, which is bent on destroying India.

He wrote: “Strange as it may appear, Mr Savarkar and Mr Jinnah, instead of being
opposed to each other on the one nation versus two nations issue, are in complete agreement
about it. Both not only agree but insist that there are two nations in India - one the Muslim nation
and the other the Hindu nation” (BRAWS, 1990A). Ambedkar did not cut off words or fractured
his spike when he wrote, “It must be said that Mr Savarkar's attitude is illogical, if not queer. Mr
Savarkar admits that the Muslims are a separate nation. He concedes that they have a right to
cultural autonomy. He allows them to have a national flag. Yet he opposes the demand of the
Muslim nation for a separate national home. If he claims a national home for the Hindu nation,
how can he refuse the claim of the Muslim nation for a national home?” (BRAWS, 1990A).
Ambedkar didn’t differ from exposing the communal character of the Muslims even. Blaming
them for creating the demon of communalism, he says, “The Muslims are howling against the

Hindu Mahasabha and its slogan of Hinduism and Hindu Raj. But who is responsible for this?
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Hindu Mahasabha and Hindu Raj are the inescapable nemesis which the Musalmans have brought
upon themselves by having a Muslim League. It is action and counter action. One gives rise to the
other. Not partition, but the abolition of the Muslim League.” He continues to write in the same
page., which shows his true secularist character “forming mixed political parties based on an
agreed program of social andeconomic regeneration, and thereby avoiding the danger of both
Hindu Raj or Muslim Raj becoming a fact. Nor should the formation of a mixed party of Hindus
and Muslims be difficult in India. There are many lower orders in the Hindu society whose
economic, political and social needs are the same as those of the majority of the Muslims and they
would be far more ready to make a common cause with the Muslims for achieving common ends
than they would with the high caste of Hindus who have denied and deprived them of ordinary
human rights for centuries” (BRAWS, 1990A).

Conclusion

The post-Ambedkar Dalit situation at the national level, its connection with different
spheres of socio-political development, its varied dimensions in relationship with the people,
systems, ideologies, identities, religions, conversion, how effective it had been in building up a
movement, particularly its successes, its failures, the ups and downs, and what are the areas that a
genuine Dalit movement should be more active and progressive in future. In so far the agreement
on which my framework is based is that no society or system could be categorically classified into
incontrovertible blocks, in each society there always remains an invisible but closed propinquity.
Though many claim follow Ambedkar, their integrity is also questionable while making such
claims and positions.

We need a close study of Ambedkar, which normally many people never do. Ambedkar is
beyond conversion. One needs to go beyond the dogmatism of Babasaheb and build-up on the
values that he had been emphasising. His noble ideas of a secular, socialist, democratic India is
still valid as the guiding principles in the creation of a new India. This means one needs to engage
in a process to develop a counterculture, as alternative to the present one that could combat the
growing trends of the combine of casteism fascism-globalisation-imperialism. Unless we
consciously raise a sense of counter culture time and again, all these efforts will be futile and in
vain. Hence a sense of alternative culture also needs to be understood in this process. There are
elements of this counter culture still alive around us, mostly observed in the Dalit and Adivasi art

forms. Since these art forms have all the principal elements of sustaining life, direct democracy,
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social engagement, egalitarianism and justice concerns it is suited in the attempt to develop a

counter culture. The edifice of counter culture is based on the culture and art forms of those who

had suffered a lot. It is the search for fullness of life and quest for justice in the dark world. Here

values are not individual centric, rather is based on the common good of all. This had been the

vision and mission of Ambedkar, which the current Ambedkarite and Dalit movement had lost in

the discourse.
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9. Thoughts of Dr.B.R.Ambedkar’s about Human
Rights and Women Empowerment

Mr. Namdeo Warabhe

Introduction

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar had indomitable faith and fascination for democracy. He was
often thinking as to how it could be successful in India where the social milieu was undemocratic.
Babasaheb spent his whole life for the welfare of marginal groups and downtrodden families of
the nation .He was a convenor of democracy and specially mentioned in his speech that
conditions for the successful working of Democracy at Poona District Law Library that there are
seven necessary conditions for the successful working of democracy.

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar accepted the Buddha Dharma along with thousands of people
on 14th October, 1956 at Nagpur. This day of Vijayadashami is an important event in the history
of India. Buddha Dharm includes principles of equity, freedom.

Ambedkar argued that the manner in which the customary rules, the occupation, property
rights, employment, wages, education, dignity etc. He was opposed to caste system, it could not
but produce vast inefficiency and income inequalities. Thus, in his view, caste system as a
organization for production has produced gross economic inefficiency, economic stagnation
backwardness. Ambedkar analyzed in detail the economic consequences of cast like immobility,
restrictions on individual choice and initiative, social status associated with occupation and the
dignity of labour involved under caste system.

Ambedkar recognized that the caste system's basic feature of occupations for each caste
implies exclusion of one caste from undertaking to occupation of another caste. Exclusion and
discrimination in occupation as per unemployment of labour, is thus internal to the system and
necessary. It is reasonable to assume that in a market economy the occupation immobility would
operate through restrictions in various markets such as land, credit, other inputs and services
necessary in any economic activity. Labour market exclusion would, therefore, manifest itself in
exclusion in employment, another caste's occupation. This would necessarily imply that

occupationally segmented, and imperfectly mobile labour, and capital market generate economic
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outcomes. In its ultimate outcome, the performance of society economy would be lower than in
competitive economy.

Babasaheb made life free from such evils which dwarf the ethical-rational behaviour of
human beings necessary for their advancement both material and spiritual. His conversion to
Buddhism presupposed Buddhist religious ideology and symbolism to be the medium for
achievement of life-aspirations of the suppressed and their eventual achievement of human
dignity and establishment of egalitarian society. The conversion was not an enticement to lure the
stigmatized to overcome their centuries old disabilities alone. The purpose behind it was to
reconstruct the world on the foundations of compassion, tolerance. reasonableness and morality
which proceed the men to engage themselves in life for achievement of material and ethical
development fostering equality, fraternity and justice.

As per the Ambedkars views, human political- socio-economic thoughts expressed by Dr.
Ambedkar in his valuable speeches and writings, are basic guidelines for our public welfare,
economic and financial policies in the present century to all Indian citizens regardless of their
gender, race, caste, religion, language or region. As a true nationalist he advocated sovereign
socialist democratic republic of India.

Human Rights

The term Human Rights implies a number of sensitive issues in its practicality and
entirety. All human rights for all should be the goal of the century and it must be ensured that
human rights are universally accepted and respected. In the present scenario declarations,
conventions, treaties, bodies of principles and codes of conduct cover almost every conceivable
aspect of the relationship between the individual and the states. Legal instruments exist to protect
the rights of the child, protect the rights of women to equality treatment, spell out the duties of the
governments in respect of the observance of civil and political rights and economic, social and
cultural rights, proscribe racial discrimination.

The origin of the Human Rights is related with the development of human civilization.
Human can never led a happy life without these rights to live and could have never developed the
civilization. However, there were also such tendencies emerged during the same evolution to curb
this right which allowed the human to live. In this quest, measures were taken in several ways to
preserve the human rights. Several new principles pertaining to the human rights in the society

were developed while it was seen in several newer perspectives. However, this issue was being
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talked collectively at the International level after this period. All human beings are born free,
equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with reason conscience and should act towards one
another in a spirit of brotherhood. The rights which can be inheritance in on nature and we cannot
live without it as human beings. A rights-based approach also draws greater attention to the
responsibility of governments for honouring their international legal commitments to social and
economic rights. This comes into focus especially when developmental work like mining, energy,
agriculture and urbanization are conducted without due regard for the land and livelihood rights
of local communities.

Human rights naturally executed and spread to human being that describe certain
standards of human behavior, and are regularly protected. They are commonly understood as
inalienable inherent to human being. Human rights includes location, language, religion, ethnic
origin related contents. Human rights are applicable and universal. Human empathy, cognizance
and awareness about rights.

Human rights are highly influential within international law, global and regional
institutions. The idea of human rights Human rights principles are related to socialism, Gandhi’s
philosophy.

Women Empowerment

Women are the backbone of society. Society never complete without women. Men and
women are the two wheels of the life. There should be uniformity in both parties. But when we
see the structure of Indian society, it always gives the secondary status to the women. As per the
development of education, the changes have been taking place in the position of women.

Various problems faced by Indian women-
1. Violence against Women

Gender Discrimination

Negligence and poor health

Unequal sex ratio

Un-attraction of Female Education

Dowry a curse

Violence against women

Sexual Harassment

o X N n RN

Organizational problems
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10. Familiar and Social Problems
Suggestions

1. Strict rules and regulations.

2. Equality and no place to gender discrimination-

3. Eradication of common and basic problems of women in society-

4. The role of sociologists, social workers, planners and NGOS-

5 Proper implementation and preparation of plans-

6.  Improvement in politically and economically status-
Human Rights help in following ways

1. There must be no glaring inequalities in the Society.

2. It requires the existence of opposition.

3. Equality in Law and Administration.

4. The observance of Constitutional Morality.

5 There must be no Tyranny of the majority.

6.  The functioning of moral order in society: and

7. There must be public conscience.
Conclusion

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar emphasized the need to eliminate poverty in his book, Administration

and Finance of East India Company. He mentioned the problems of over population, small
holdings and unemployment with effective strategies of solution and overcome these serious
problems of the country. Also he analysed ill-effects of caste system which avoide social justice
and adversely affected the mobility of labour and capital and dynamism of socio-economic
structure, an essential element of globalization of the 21st century. He was favourable to accept
the need of industrialization and incorporation of capital for the prosperity of India. With abrupt
changes in the industry an individual must be free to change his occupation otherwise it would be
impossible to gain livelihood. According to hime, the trade unions in India follow three basic
economic-social-political objectives stated by Dr. Ambedkar. Even today, it can be clearly
noticed that our central and state government's labour welfare policies are based on his human
views. He advocated a progressive, elastic and equitable taxation policy not affecting the living

standard of living.
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In this way Babasaheb Ambedkar made the remarkable contribution for women and other

exuded groups of society. He strictly focused on the human and fundamental rights for social

justice and equality.
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10. Indian Visionary Dr. B. R. Ambedkar: A Critical
Study of Status of Indian Women with Reference to

Social Context

Prof. Namrata Suresh Alhat
Prof. Ramkrishna More College, Akurdi, Pune.

Abstract

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar's inheritance as a social scholar prominently had an intense
consequence on modern Indian society. Especially in post-Independence Indian era he contributed
his social and political views which appreciated in the political field widely. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar's
ideology controlled diverse areas of Indian social life and altered its social and economical,
educational strategies, and confirmatory deed throughout the social and legal inducements. Being
a scholar he was appointed as an Indian first law minister, and drafting committee of the
constitution as a chairman. He widely believed in personal freedom and hence condemned caste
discrimination in Indian society. His views of declining Hinduism in traditional caste system as a
scholar made him contentious and hated among Hindu society. His views on Buddhism ignited
stimulation in Buddhist philosophy in Indian and various continents. His main involvement in the
arena of Indian economics is excellent and forever will be remembered. Dr.B.R.Ambedkar
remained a path maker especially for all the Indian women not considering their religious status,
and identity of caste. He has contributed a new movement for upcoming Indian women’s
generations throughout his views and beliefs. [Total Words: 185]

Keywords: social scholar, ideology, declining Hinduism, path maker, caste discrimination
etc.
Introduction

“I measure the progress of community by the degree of progress which women had
achieved”. Dr.B.R. Ambedkar (1927)

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar was the principal Architect of Modern Indian Constitution remained
as an intellectual of excellence, a theorist, a futurist, and a real national leader. He contributed

various social revolutions to protect basic human rights for the exploited and marginalised
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fragments of the Indian society. He had known as a symbol of suffrage mainly for social justice.
Maharashtra’s state government has contributed an exceedingly creditable publication of his
unpublished works. This focused Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s beliefs and values before the marginalised
Indian society. His works remain applicable in today’s timeline as visionary. His strong belief in
our supporting Indian democracy shows a firm stand on the base of recognizing liberation,
impartiality as the primary principles of Indian social life. He has promptly given importance to
the growth of women have achieved in social status. He considered maintaining the Indian
democracy not in the simply in its form but also in factual constitutional techniques of achieving
our socio-economical objectives. He basically advocated political, social and economical
principles of life. He was the first untouchable to attend the college and continued to his higher
degrees at Columbia University. While drafting the Indian constitution for the Republic India in
the 1920s he launched a civil rights movement especially for untouchables being its first law
minister. Dr. B. R. Ambedkar (1891-1956) is worshiped by many low-caste followers in India
today. Untouchable communities mainly his admirers call him Baba a term referring respect for a
guiding senior member and they use the special greeting Jai Bhim meaning a triumph to
Dr.Bhimrao Ambedkar. The state government of Maharashtra has made available his eighteen
volumes of Dr.B.R. Ambedkar’s composed works and conferred him highest civilian honour titled
as Bharat Ratna.

Indian women’s status in pre-independent social class: Women before ‘Manu’ came into
existence had cherished reputable position in the Indian Hindu society. They were set free to
enjoy equivalent rank like Indian men like wise in education, matrimonial field and economical
liberty. The weakening position of women in the Indian society started with the obligation of
strict limits of Manusmriti. Manu proposed very inferior views on women. Manusmriti was not
allowed women to be trust worthy mainly for their temperament to torture men. Men are
supposed to be prohibited to sit in a forlorn place even with any one’s close relations like mother,
sister or daughter. Women were not set to be free under any situations. Patriarchy plays a major
role in it women’s entire day and night must be kept in the control of gents of their respected
families. Father will protect women in her childhood, later on her husband will protect her in
early stages and being a mother, her sons will guard her in her age old conditions. Hence women
were never considered fit for their independence. They have to worship a husband. Any woman

will not be allowed to get a divorce from their husband in any circumstances. On the other hand
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men are permitted. Men were permitted to isolate and can sell his wife. Dr. Ambedkar rightly
pointed out that Shastras were really discriminatory for degradation of women.
Feminist Approach in his Vision

“Unity is meaningless without the accompaniment of women. Education is fruit-less
without educated women, and Agitation is incomplete without the strength of women”.
Dr.B.R Ambedkar.

Indian women and including all the people of India should grateful to Dr.B.R. Ambedkar
for his incredible and endless initiatives for the social growth which was based on equality. He
also worked on the status of Muslim women dealing with their dress code, relates religious
customs and matrimonial details. Modern time considers Dr.B.R. Ambedkar’s views extremely
focused on social equality and are yet to be understood for restructuring Indian social context
which was aimed at creating betterment of women from all communities. He fought for women
liberation. His aim was to fight against all types of inequity against females. Indian women’s
status was ignored against gender discrimination. Modern days of globalisation aimed at
searching talent for smooth functioning at business firms. In this regard social injustice should be
uprooted from the society. Various business firms should implement the legal structure referring
government of state and central emphasising norms and guidelines for its inclusion of workers
ensuring social justice for women. In a way social awareness and its implementation would be
based on impartiality.

His struggle for Gender Equality: Dr.B.R. Ambedkar’s dream would be rewarded when all
women are provided equal status in society. Though Indian women in current era have developed
in many ways including educational settlement, career opportunities but still it is deeply
threatened with communal malevolence like cases of dowry, lynching, and rape. Today the
magnificent growth of Indian women is widely seen forwarding to the highly proceeded, mainly
equal treatment with male counterparts but still it is to be taken for consideration that equal rights
and opportunity should be start which will result in freedom in every aspect of religious, caste,
gender identity. His famous remarked shows his apprehension on women’s rights, and it was
centred round gender impartiality. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s has given slogan related to Unity,
Education and Agitation reflects his vision on social equality. Dr.B.R. Ambedkar's inheritance
being a socio-political philosopher contributed various factors in modern India. Dr.B.R. Ambedkar

advocated the Devadasi or religious prostitutes who were mostly from the marginalised

ENGLISH PART — 11 / Peer Reviewed Refereed and UGC Listed Journal No. : 40776 73



VOLUME - IX, ISSUE - II - APRIL - JUNE - 2020
AJANTA - ISSN 2277 - §730 - IMPACT FACTOR - 6.399 (www.sjifactor.com)

communities and basically from exploited class to leave the dire religious customs.
Dr.B.R. Ambedkar constantly discussed about problems concerning women in maintaining their
fundamental rights in most of his political discussions. Being first Indian Justice and Law
Minister Dr.B.R. Ambedkar supported family planning Legislative Assembly. He also introduced
a Maternity Benefit Bill in 1928 giving importance to women health. During the years of late
1920s, 1930s and 1940s, his views prominently helped in inclusion of better public sustenance for
the betterment of women. His famous Mahad Satyagraha (1927) for water usage involves a
numerous women’s participation especially from the lower castes. His Kalaram Temple
Satyagraha basically at Nasik in 1930 shows a record of more than five-hundred women
participation in his movement, which reflects restoration of equal treatment of women.
Dr.B.R. Ambedkar’s wife Mrs.Ramabai Ambedkar was the chief of a women’s organization
which was established in January 1928 basically in Bombay.
Conclusion
Dr.B.R. Ambedkar was an activist, a founder of social equality and a factual social
reformer. His role remains important in determining the social context, reflecting political and
civic forms in Indian society which promoting the progression of the social facts in regular and
women in specific. His suffrage as a Dalit or from depressed class, revelation to foreign facts and
his sensible perspective made him confident to confront the conventional Hindu social class order
to reconstruct it with the ideas of social equality, freedom. He considered ‘Manu’ liable for all
dilemma and torture of Indian women. Hindu social class order was targeted by
Dr.B.R. Ambedkar for transmitting a typecast role to women. He strongly felt that removal of the
immoral gender relations will inspiring the status of Indian women secures an essential need of
the procedure of social restoration. His tireless fight for the basic rights of Indian women in
various dimensions remains undying. He provoked the enthusiasm to fight for social justice and
their basic rights throughout his speeches, views and transformations In Indian women.
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11. Economic thought of Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar for
Indian Economy

Dr. Ajaykumar M. Palwe
Head, Department of Economics, Babuji Avhad Mahavidyalaya, Pathardi.

Abstract

This paper discuss about the contributions of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar in the field of
economics. The major contribution of Babasaheb in the sub fields of economics like public
finance, agricultural economics, problem of caste system in economic development, idea about
new water and power policy are the few which is discussed in this paper.Indian economy is mixed
economy and have impact of changes in social, political and economical changes before and after
independence. He represented problem of physical and economical exploitation of rural poor
through his movements. Dr. Ambedkar has given new socio and political view to Indian
economics. Dr. Ambedkar decided to “changeover from economics to law and politics™ He
argued for fixed gold standard for exchange rate. He told that low exchange rate increases exports
and boosts internal prices. He suggested ‘Industrilisation” as a helpful and effective solution for
both agriculture and Indian economy. In his early life he scholarly contributed Indian Economy
with his writings. Within middle of 20™ century he devoted his life for upliftment of backward
classes with constitutional efforts. He was a scholar modern economist and his thoughts
background of current scenario. Now the days need liftment of real economical backwards to
build economically powerful nation.

Key Words: Indian economy, public fund, utilization, industrialization
Introduction

He was born in British-founded town and military cantonment on 14™ April 1891. This
was a poor and backward family. With the help of various scholarships he become a graduate in
economic and political from Bombay University in 1912 and post graduate in economics from
Columbia University in 1913. He has completed his Ph.D. with the subject of Economics in
London School of Economics and Political Science in 1922 and become first highly educated

scholar within untouchable community in India.
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Methodology

Researcher has used secondary data in which research papers, articles are used. Researcher
has used collective observation method for current scenario.
Objective

To study the economical thoughts of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar for Indian economy and
relevance of these thoughts in current scenario.
Thoughts of Dr. Ambedkar for Indian Economy

Dr. Ambedkar represented problem of physical and economical exploitation of rural poor
through his movements. His struggle against the prevailing land tenure system called Khoti was
best example of his thoughts of equilibrium.

Dr. Ambedkar stressed on maximum utilisation of public funds. He said that-eeenomic
wisdom becomes a paramount necessity in the context of a just utilisation of public funds. But
mere apparent faithfulness to the original intentions and wisdom are not sufficient in themselves
for public expenditure to achieve social well-being. The importance of the third canon of public
expenditure takes a special meaning here. ‘Economy’ in public expenditure does not simply mean
a low level of public spending, but it is the intelligent use of funds so that every paise fetches the
most benefit. Those in charge of public funds must strive to evaluate alternative methods of
achieving the objectives and see to it that leakages do not occur. The canons emphasise that the
expenditure decisions should closely relate to the specified objectives and the available resources
besides ensuring economy, efficiency and effectiveness in the implementation of government
decisions, schemes, projects, etc. Public funds are asset of country it is in large scale but due to
corruption and political pressure it does not reach completely to the end beneficiaries.

While the determination of the aggregate level of expenditure is a matter of overall policy
based on the democratic willing of the people, allocation of that total among competing demands
and the manner of utilisation fall within the domain of these canons. In the present context of high
fiscal deficits, a rigorous application of the Ambedkar canons can help reduce the quantum of
public expenditure.

Contributions in Public Finance

In 1925, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar wrote a book on “The Evolution of Provincial Finance in
British India”. In this book he has discussed about the origin, development and mechanism of
provincial finance. He has also mentioned about the provincial finance under government of India
act 1919. The period which he has covered in this book is from 1833 to 1921. Babasaheb has

talked about the problem with the centralization of government finance in India from 1833 to
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1871. He showed that in this period the fiscal system was defective with destructive taxes and the
expenditure done by the government was unproductive. After 1858, it was noticed that imperial
government as the law maker did not administer the country whereas provincial government who
administered the country did not have the power to make the laws. Provincial government used to
make the budgets and imperial government had the right to finance these budgets. Practically
speaking provincial government did not have power to raise its own funds and to create
appointments in services. This gave the opportunity to the government of India to interfere in the
provincial administrative works. By this Government of India started misusing its expenditures,
as a result they came under a terrible financial strain. Ultimately, in 1871, it was decided that
provincial government should prepare its own revenue and expenditure budget. There onwards
from 1871 to 1876 provincial finance was introduced in the form of a budget. Under this Diarchy
system financial responsibilities were divided among the provincial government and the centre.
Ambedkar’s Canons of Public Expenditure

Ambedker pointed out that even though the intention of spending the public funds may be
correct but still if it is not used wisely then also the planning fails. In this context he has talked
about wisdom of Government to spend the public money. By wisdom he was indicating about the
knowledge and experience which should be used while spending the public funds in a better way.
Another important principle of Ambedkar"s canon was economy. By economy he didn"“t mean
less public spending, it basically means how the government should spend the public funds so that
they are used optimally.
Caste System as the Major Hurdle in Economic Development of India

In 1936, Ambedkar wrote a speech titled “Annihilation of Caste” unfortunately this
remained undelivered. This speech was later on published in 1937. In this speech he had talked
about what was implied by the caste system. He pointed out that caste system is not only about
division of labour but also the division of labours. His main claim was that caste system in India
is hindering the mobility of the labour and capital which indeed impacts the economic
development of India. Due to this caste hierarchy, employment in India is fixed by birth which
leads to reduction in the mobility of the labour in other sectors.

Dr.B.R. Ambedkar introduced a bill in the Bombay Legislative council on 1937 to abolish
“Mahar Watan”, which has made the Mahar communities in Maharashtra slaves of the feudal
lords. These communities used to live outside the villages and perform duties like village

watchman; track the thieves and messengers, sweepers and remove the dead bodies of animals.
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To carry out these duties they get “Watan™ a small piece of land for cultivation. This made them
dependent on the mercy of the villagers and feudal lords.
Conclusion

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar was intelligent economist of their time. He had contributed not only
thoughts but also fought for upliftment of exploited. His economic thoughts have been useful to
Indian economy and can be used as positive solution for current economic problems in India.

This paper has discussed the important contributions made by Ambedkar in the field of
economics. Babasaheb supported modified gold standard to curb the inflationary pressure in
India. He discussed about the evolution of provincial finance under the British rule. While
discussing about how to spend the public funds he said that the spending should be based on the
rules and regulations. Public has an immense faith on government thus it should wisely use these
funds in order to achieve the optimal results. Babasaheb was in favour of consolidation of small
land holding in India by the state and without any discrimination it should distribute this
consolidated land into a standard size to the original cultivators
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12. Philosophical thoughts of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar’s on
Caste

Sagar Simlandy
Assistant Professor in History, Sripat Singh College, Jiaganj, Murshidabad, West Bengal.

Abstract

The term philosophy is derived from the Greek words 'philo which means 'love' and
'sophia’ which means "Wisdom'. Philosophy thus means 'Love of wisdom'. The four Varnas i.e.
Brahmin, Kshatriya, Vaishya and Shudra is an imitation system made from Manusmriti by Manu.
Inspite of differences among various varnas yet there is a deep cultural unity. Caste is a parcelling
into bits of a larger cultural unit. There was only one caste and classes have become Castes
through imitation and excommunication. The contributions of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar to the Indian
Society and in a very special way to his own brethren who were lurking in the dark for
generations together the researcher felt the urge to know and understand deeply the status of the
Dalits in the ancient and contemporary Indian Society, the problems that they had to undergo for
no fault of theirs and the ways and means through which Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar tried to
empower them especially by using education as a tool .I tried to focus my article on philosophical
base of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar on caste.

Keywords: Philosophical ideas, Caste, Education, Dalits, Varnas.

The four Varnas i.e. Brahmin, Kshatriya, Vaishya and Shudra is an imitation system made
from Manusmriti by Manu. Inspite of differences among various V arnas yet there is a deep
cultural unity. Caste is a parcelling into bits of a larger cultural unit. There was only one caste and
classes have become Castes through imitation and excommunication. The terms Brahmanism and
Buddhism are functionally counteractive. In Brahmanism the idea of 'Karma' refers to ritual
action, while in Buddhism it refers to ethical action. In Buddhism the 'Dharma' refers to the
natural karmic law of ethical action and the Buddha's teachings and Buddha's social system based
on democratic social system.' Dr. Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar was born on 14th April, 1891 in
Mhow, Maharashtra. Dr. Ambedkar noticed that the Va.."Tla or caste system in the Hindu society
is fully based on human inequality. To him, the Vedas, Smritis and Shastras etc. are the causes for

the caste system in the Hindu society. Dr. Ambedkar found in Buddhism not only the mechanism
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to create a democratic social system, but also a mechanism to liberate individual's class as
'untouchables' and 'backward'> He wanted to establish a democratic social system based on
liberty, equality and fraternity. He was in favour of humanistic Buddhism in lieu of monastic
Buddhism.

Dr. Ambedkar envisioned a just society. A just society is a democratic social system.
Adjust society is based on liberty, equality and fraternity.® To establish a just society there is a
need for Sangha, not necessarily monastic, to make these principles a living reality. Indian society
is fragmented into castes. Due to the movement of Dr. Ambedkar and other social reformers there
has been change in the caste based Hindu society. In the Hindu society an inhuman treatment
existed, which was malpractice by the caste Hindus. When Dr. Ambedkar was a boy of nine, he
went to visit his father along with his brother Baloram.* The work place of his father was far from
the railway station, and no cart man was willing to take them on a bullock cart. They were hungry
because they could not get pure water to drink. Due to untouchabilities, they were barred to get
water from using public wells. This was the first worst experience of the system of his life. Then
another worst experience of the caste system took place in Baroda when Dr. Ambedkar was
appointed as the Military Secretary of the - 138- Baroda state according to his promise.> The King
of Baroda Maharaja Gaik:ward could not manage any accommodation for his shelter because he
was an untouchable. Dr. Ambedkar was highly educated. He found a quarter in a Parsi boarding
house and assumed a Parsi name.®

At the work place, the Brahmin clerks and upper castes colleagues threw files him as a
leper. He could not touch his colleagues because he belonged to Mahar caste’. He was not
allowed to take part in games in the club and he was only allowed to sit in the corner. No clear
assignment was given to him, though he was not a Military Secretary. After few days the parsis
discovered that he belonged to Mahar caste and he was threatened by the Parsis. The owner of the
Parsi boarding house expelled him and he had to leave Baroda. The Driver of the Tanga was
unwilling to take Dr. Ambedkar because he belonged to lower caste. At the work place Dr.
Ambedkar had to make his own arrangements for a separate earthen pot for drinking water. He
was treated by his staff and peons as a leper.® He was a member of the Viceroy's Executive
Council in the pre-independence day. Dr. Ambedkar went with Viceroy and his wife to see the
ancient architecture of a prominent temple in east India. The Viceroy and his wife were allowed

to enter into the temple, but Dr. Ambedkar was debarred into the temple. On the plea that he was
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an untouchable. Like learned Ambedkar many people in contemporary India still suffer from this
system of graded inequality. Understanding the origin, genesis and mechanism of caste in India is
a very complex problem.”

Dr. Ambedkar attempted to link the many chains in the history of India in order to show
how the caste system evolved. According to Dr. Ambedkar the main factor for the emergence of
the untouchability in Hindus was the religious persecution of Buddhists, while other social
psychological factors were secondary.'® The existence of caste in India is due to the notion of
inequality imposed by religion, which gives rise to social and cultural practices. If these social
and cultural practices would remove, then graded of inequality based on caste would be
annihilated. This is a simple formulation of the quite complex issue of caste. - 139- The smaller
tribal societies or pre-imperial societies were not based on a graded system of inequality or caste.
But there was class system. These societies often exhibited unethical and immoral aspects, like in
cast, alcoholism, war mongering, and savage practice of ritual sacrifice. According to Buddha, the
happiness of human and society lies in ethics and not in rituals."' Dr. Ambedkar understood the
Buddha's awakening under the bodhi tree was a true revolution. This revolution began as a
religious revolution. It is a social and political revolution. The Buddhist world view has emerged
during the: empire of Ashoka based on liberty, equality and fraternity. This is the universal
message of Buddha on people without castes, creed, religions etc. The priestly class was given the
equal punishment and treatment as that of the common people.'? He did not persecute the
Brahamins, yet the Brahmins lost their social prestige as the majority of the people abandoned the
animals' sacrifices that the Brahmans officiated. The rule of law was established during the reign
of Ashoka. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar in his book 'Revolution and Counter revolution in Ancient India'
described that after the establishment of the rule of law, the Brahmins lived as a down trodden
classes for the nearly 140 years of the Mauryan Empire."> Pushyamitra Sunga of the Samvedi
Brahman clan tried to destroy Buddhism as the state religion and he fought against Buddhism to
establish the Brahmin rulers of India with political power of the state behinds it throuth murdering
Ashoka's grandson, Emperor Brahadratha, in 185 B.C. Pushyamitra launched the violent
movement against the Buddhism. Thus, under the Sunga Dynasty the counterrevolution began
against Buddhism has emerged. During Sunga Dynasty various Brahmanical text books were
written for counter Buddhism.™ According to Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, the Manu Smriti, the Bhagavad
Gita, Shankaracha:rya's Vedanta, the Mahabharata, the Ramayana and the Puranas are all post-
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Mauryan texts which serve as sources of inequality. To him, the 'Broken men' were defeated tribal
groups of ancient India. The primitive societies were breaking up and transformed into the langer
settled societies of imperial India.'® The 'Broken men' had no education and economic
development etc. The cow eating is the main source of untouchables. There is a struggle between
Buddhism and Brahmanism for supremacy. The cow eating politics of present day India has its
roots in the counterrevolution of the Brahmans against the Buddhists. The Muslim - 140- invaders
killed Buddhist monks. This is the main cause of the destroy of the Buddhism. According to Dr.
Ambedkar, religion based on propaganda, if propaganda fails, religion must disappear. Without
priestly class religion must disappear. To him, the Buddhist Bikkhu Sanga would be taken the
responsibility to spread the Buddhism.'® During the Medieval and colonial periods there existed
the struggle against the Brahmanism the Saint-poets like Kabir, Nanadnar, Chokamela and
Tukaram came front from untouchable castes or backward classes and reflect 'Buddhist'
sentiments. Their teaching is marked with anti-caste and anti-Brahmanistic ideas. They
emphasised in their poems the liberty, equality and fraternity. They hatred the caste based Hindu
society. According to them, caste based Hindu is responsible for inequality and degradation of
women. Ambedkar's life and mission was to annihilate caste and create a new society based on
liberty, equality and fraternity."” He wanted to bring structural change in Indian Society. '® The
caste preface The Buddha and His Dhamma', Dr. Ambedkar speaks of the purpose of the
Dhamma as a creation of Dhamma Rajya, an ideal society based on liberty, equality and
fraternity. Dr. Ambedkar was trying to revive the original ideas of Buddha's reconstruction of the
world. He called this vision as Narayana or New Buddhism which is a universal model applicable
to all societies.system is no different from the social division between slaves and slave owners in
ancient Greek and Roman society Both in theoretically and practically the caste system is
complicated one. Practically, it is an institution that portends tremendous consequences.'® It is our
national problem and matter of Hindu social order. Manu's Hindus law prohibited inter-dining,
intermarriage and physically touching. Indian caste problem would become a world problem.
Theoretically, the caste has defamed by the great scholars like Mr. Senart, Mr. Nesfield, Sir H.
Risley, Dr. Ketkar and so on. Dr. Ambedkar has pointed on the four scholars and their definition
of caste.?’

There are several theories that explain the rise, growth and sustenance of caste system in

India such as, the Divine Plan theory, Racial Antipathy theory, Occupational or functional theory,
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etc. A "caste" is not a class. Caste is something more than a class. The caste structure is not based
on economy or wealth.?! It is the caste, which determines an individual's social position in the
social hierarchy. The second aspect, which distinguishes caste from class system, is the
inscriptive nature of the social status, which the individual acquires that cannot be improved or
changed.” The persistence of the caste system as a socio-historical reality over the centuries and
the changes it has undergone or has been undergoing at the present times are not easy to grapple
with and are even more difficult to explain. Stratification of society is a universal phenomenon
but caste as a system is peculiar to India. Contrary to what some Hindus and intellectuals say,
caste is not found in other countries: what is found in countries that did not come under the
influence of Hindu culture is not really castes but caste-like practices.?* Caste is characterized by
birth and ascribed status. The caste system ensures prestige, power and privileges for some and
inherited deprivation and subjection for a large number of people who were forced to work and
produce wealth to keep the upper castes in comfort besides doing all unpleasant hazardous jobs.
The caste system is based on graded inequality and therefore those who suffered from deprivation
and destitution could not unite and protest against the system. In India patriotism and caste cannot
go together.

Ambedkar made a comprehensive enquiry about the then existing Hindu social order and
argued that the 'Hindu Social Order' had the sanction of Hindu religion. In his works that included
"Philosophy of Hinduism", "Hindu Social Order; Its essential principles" and "Annihilation of
Caste", he attempted at explaining, interpreting and criticizing the Hindu Social Order and came
up with his own normative ideas of an alternative system of society which was to be based on
justice.* For Ambedkar, the existing social order was formed on the basis of Hindu religious
norms and these were deeply rooted in the system of Hindu Chaturvarna (or four classes).? In his
essay "Hindu Social Order: Its essential principles”, he mentioned that human rights did not find
any place in the social order and the social order was based primarily on class or varna and not on
individuals. He explained that originally there were four varnas: "Brahmins (Priest)", "Khastriya
(Warriors)", "Vaishyas (Traders)" and "Shudras (Servants)",*® later untouchables were added as
the fifth class (Panchama) 10+ However, he maintained that the social order was not limited to
five divisions only; these got further divided into sub-class or sub-castes resulting into hundreds
and thousands of them. In the same essay he analysed the position of an individual in relation to

the society and stated that: "The unit of Hindu society is not the individual Brahmin or the
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individual Khastriya or the individual Shudra or the individual Panchama.?” Even the family is not
regarded by the Hindu Social Order as the unit of society except for the purpose of marriage and
inheritance. The unit of Hindu society is the class/ varna.
On the issue of who created the caste system, Ambcdkar" felt that there is no uniformity.
The Ria, Veda says that the four varnas - Brahmana, Khsatriya, Vaisya and Sudra - were created
by Prajapati.®® It does not mention which Prajapati (as there were several Prajapatis mentioned at
various stages in the evolution of Hinduism) created the four vnrnas. Rut even the point that
Prajapati had created the caste system is disputed.j Fe)v Hindu theologists believe that the caste
system was created by Brahman while fev” others feel that it was created by Kashyap.” But a
vast majority believe that the varna system was invented by Manu. On the issue as to how many
varnas were created, again there is no uniformity.*® The Rig Veda 61 says dial four varnas were
cicaled vvliiic oilier aiilhorilics siiy only two varnas were created namely, Ikahmana and Sudra.
Even though we come across several castes in the present time in the form of sub-castes and sub-
sub-castcs, the basic distinction of caste as outlined in the Vedas - Brahmana, Khsatriya, Vaisya
and Sudra - is still maintained. The present day castes are divided and multiplied. ™!
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Abstract

Many great men have been born on the holy land of India. He worked hard day and night
to transform the society. Dr. Babasaheb Dr. Babasaheb was a versatile personality. He had perfect
knowledge and information of each field of society. Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar was a versatile
personality. He had perfect knowledge and information of each field. With his infallible oratory
and skillful leadership in various fields like social, religious, political, economic, educational,
law, journalism, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar conveyed the message of bringing the dark life of the
exploited into the mainstream. Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar not only had book knowledge but also
reformed the society they also knew how how to bring it. That is why his ideas are so important
for the That is why his ideas are betterment of contemporary society.

Dr.babasaheb emphasized the social and economic dimensions of democracy to and
overcome tradinal barriers existing in the society. He gave an expression to the objective of
economics democracy by corporating the Directive Principles of State Policy in the Indian
Constitution.

Keywords: (Improvement, contemporary, betterment, priority, versatile etc)

Introduction

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar belives in natural law maintain social control in society. He has
no faith in the existence of God or in the other wordly and supernatural, limaginary conceptions.
The ideals have come to be focused more upon the present world, upon the social and
humanitarian factor in place of belief in the personality of God and the immortality of the
individuals.Dr. B. R. Ambedkar worked trough out the life for abolish the untachability in society.
Also he tried the for improvement the status of woman in the society. The caste system also
restricts change of place and change of class by eliminating prospectus of promotion to any caste
or class through hard work. He changed the paptern of existing cast system in India. Dr.
Ambedkar says, social and individual efficiency requires us to develop the capacity of an

individual to the point of competency to choose and to make his own career. Cast system is based
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on Varna system which avoide the natural structure of society.. The society, because lack of
opportunities and limited resources, cannot achieve the benefits of large scale production.
Rigidity of caste system maintain absolute inequality as the guiding principal in socio-economic
relationship. Dr. Ambedkar explained the "annihilation of caste" as one of the pre-requisites for
the rapid economic development of the country. with support equality and justice. Dr. Ambedkar
played an important role in democratic polity and the foundation of democracy. He created
maney lawas with contex to labour development.

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar was genius and was known as a great thinker, philosopher.
Revolutionary, jurist-par excellence, prolific writer, social activist. However, he tried the best to
merge existing vally in the society based on non required contents.His mainely vision wsa to
maintain dignity and justice to deprived clsass of the society.

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar's political thoughts and contemporary political system in India
are mechnisem with context to Indian society. Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar has expressed his views
on political philosophy in many of his articles, books and speeches. These are Babasaheb's
political views. His political views are on Swarajya, Nationalism, Democracy, Fundamental
Rights, Minority Protection, Socialism, Communism, etc. Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar's political
views still apply to society today. If the contemporary politicians accept their views, India will
really develop politically. Many thinkers, revolutionaries and political leaders have come up with
their own ideas on how to make India independent. According to this thinker, Dr. Babasaheb
Ambedkar has also expressed his views on Swarajya. But those thoughts are different from
others.

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar had socialist ideas in mind. He had advocated socialism
through many of his writings and speeches. But their socialism was different from that of Russia,
China and other communist countries. He did not accept the one-sided socialism of this country.
He wanted the socialist system in India to embrace democracy in the political and economic
spheres, as well as to establish a socialist system by establishing government ownership of
industry.

Human Rights in India

Human rights are rights inherent to all human beings, whatever our nationality, place of
residence, sex, national or ethnic origin, colour, religion, language, or any other status. We are all
equally entitled to our human rights without discrimination. These rights are all interrelated,
interdependent and indivisiblee Human rights are natural rights which awarded to every

individual.
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Universal human rights are often expressed and guaranteed by law, in the forms of
treaties, customary international law, general principles and other sources of international law.
International human rights law lays down obligations of Governments to act in certain ways or to
refrain from certain acts, in order to promote and protect human rights and fundamental freedoms
of individuals or groups.

Human Rights are commonly understood as "inalienable fundamental rights to which a
person is inherently entitled simply because she or he is a human being. Human Rights are
universal, natural and legal rights. It has international and national legislature.

Characteristics of Human Rights

1. Specific Goal

2. Protection from Judiciary system

3. Effective implementation

4. Support system

5 Legal Support
Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar's thoughts on Fundamental Rights and Directive
Principles of State Policy

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar was strongly opposed to injustice, oppression and injustice. He
was strongly opposed to caste discrimination. He used to say in every one of his speeches that
caste discrimination is a kid in the society. He understood that society would not be united
without destroying this social kid. Dr. Ambedkar was trying to free the people from intellectual
and social slavery and bring them into the mainstream of social development.

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar's also empsis on the development of minorities in India. Dr.
Babasaheb Ambedkar's minority views are also very important. Protecting the interests of
minorities is Dr. Babasaheb was the focal point of Ambedkar's thought and work. Considering the
injustice done to minorities in Indian society. Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar has expressed his views
on variois parameters for social development.

The Structure of Indian Constitution
It Has 3 Parts.
1. Preamble
2. PartI- Article 1-395
3. Schedules- 1-12 and the Appendix
The Indian constitution, Union government is more powerful and controls on the state

government.
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Fundamental Rights
Fundamental Right includes in part III of Indian constitution.
Fundamental rights are the rights of human and protect by Supreme Court of India.
Fundamental rights enforced on dignity of the indivisible and help to develop the
personality.
There are six fundamental rights
1. Right to equality (Article- 14-18)
Right to freedom (Article — 19-22)
Right against explanation ( Article-23-24)
Right to freedom of religion (article- 25-28)
Cultural and educational Rights (Article 29-30)
Right to constitutional Remedies- (Article 32)

S

Habeas Corpus, Mandamus, Prohibition, Quo- warranto and Certiorari
Nature and characteristics of fundamental Rights
1. Fundamental Rights explained in detail.
2. Fundamental Rights are not universal and absolute
3. Essential for growth of personality.
4. Fundamental not only covers basic right but also includes social and economical rights.
Directive Principles of State Policy
Indian constitution included the concept of directive principles of state policy in chapter
IV (Article 36-51)
Directive principles focus on morals, ideal and values. It’s closely attached with
fundamental duties. Welfare state is inserted in the concept of directive principle of state policy.
These principles underline the philosophy of democratic Gandhian socialism. Political
democracy is inserted in directive principles of state policy. Directive principles of state policy
matter of administration and making law. Directive principle helps to government for doing
certain things to achieve goals. Directive principles are not enforceable in the court. Directive
principles give importance to social, economic and justice.
Fundamental rights are closely attached with directive principle of state policy.
Scope of Directive Principles of State Policy
1. Directive principle of state policy provides the guidelines for creating social order.
2. Social, economical and political aspects cover in directive principle of state policy.

3. Useful in social objectives of legislation and administration.
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4. Helpful in collective administrative decisions and involving in exercise of discretionary
power.

Directive principle of state policy is result and procedure oriented.

Implementation, creation and evaluation of administrative policy actions.

Controlling on various government organizations.

To focus on the human values, ethic and morality.

o ® =N W

Useful to planning and finance commission.
10. Directive principle plays an important role to protect and improve the environment and
movement, historical interest.
Types of Directive Principle of State Policy
There are mainly 4 types of directive principle of state policy
1. Economic Principle
These principles emphasise on equal economic status in society. It is against economic
discrimination and raising valley between poor and rich.
2. Socialistic Principles
1. These principles focus on the social equilibrium for livelihood for all citizens.
2. Equal distribution of wealth and material.
3. Suitable wages and salary.
4. Restriction and prohibition on liquor and narcotics, drugs.
5 Save environment, protection of wild life, forests, monuments and national importance.
6.  Free primary and compulsory education.
3. Economic Principles
1. Independent Judiciary
2. Healthy role of Panchayat Raj System.
3. Common civil code, rules in the nation.
4, International Principles
1. To permit international peace and security.
2. For maintaining cordial, honourable relations with other nations.
3. Forcing to maintain international law and treaties.
4. Dissolving international dispute by arbitration.
Directive Principles of State Policy Have Certain Characteristics
1. Directive principles are nonjusticiable.

2. It works like positive direction to state to act in a particular manner.
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3. Welfare of human being is a main aim of directive principle of state policy.

4. Attachment with land, agriculture, industrial, reform.

5. Schemes for rural development and compulsory primary education.
Concluision

Economic Thought of Ambedkar was divided into two parts. He mentioned details about

financial position and administration of East India Company in his books. He wrote many ideas
about finance and administration. He also elaborated about growth of finance of Provinces. The
third was very important one about Problems of Indian Rupee. Economic ideas in monetary
reforms about problems of Indian Rupee. He insisted about stability in money value. Unstable
conditions led problems of Indian Economy. He was a Social Reformer. He gave number of
poverty eradication programmes for removal of poverty. He protected poor people. He often
stated words of reducing inequalities of income and wealth and to set up a socialist society based
on equality and justice and absence of exploitation. He supported
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Abstract

Dr.B.R. Ambedkar, was an Indian jurist, economist, politician and social reformer. He was
the chief architect of the Constitution of India and independent India's first Minister of Law and
Justice. Compare to his contribution in the field of law, politics and social movement, his
contribution in the field of economics is less known. But it also true that Dr. B.R. Ambedkar was
an economist by his basic training, not only that he had bright vision about Indian economy and
Indian economic problem. He had a vision of the immediate and future challenges of the
economy. The present paper is a small attempt to summarize Dr. Ambedkar's deep thoughts on
economics and diagnosis of the problems of the Indian economy.

Introduction:

Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar (April 14, 1891 — December 6, 1956), also known
as Babasaheb Ambedkar, was an Indian jurist, economist, politician and social reformer. He was
the chief architect of the Constitution of India and independent India's first Minister of Law and
Justice. In his early career he was an economist, professor, and lawyer. His later life was marked
by his political activities; he became involved in campaigning and negotiations for India's
independence, publishing journals, advocating political rights and social freedom. In 1990,
the Bharat Ratna, India's highest civilian award, was posthumously conferred upon Ambedkar.
Compare to his contribution in the field of law, politics and social movement, his contribution in
the field of economics is less known. But it also true that Dr. B.R. Ambedkar was an economist
by his basic training, not only that he has bright vision about Indian economy and Indian

economic problem. He had a vision of the immediate and future challenges of the economy.
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Research Statement

Dr. Ambedakar was the multidimensional personality. His contribution in the field of
economics is noteworthy. Compare to his contribution in the field of law, politics and social
movement, his contribution in the field of economics is less known. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar was an
economist by his basic training and had bright vision about Indian economy and Indian economic
problem. He had a vision of the immediate and future challenges of the economy. The present
paper is a small attempt to summarize Dr. Ambedkar's deep thoughts on economics and diagnosis
of the problems of the Indian economy.
Objectives

The chief objectives as well as subsidiary objectives of the present paper are as under,

(1) To Study the Dr. Ambedakar’s view on Indian Economic Problems
(i) To Find the relevancy with current Indian economic Problem.

Research Methodology

“The present paper has been prepared by using secondary data. “Secondary data means
data are already available I.e., they refer to the data which already been collected and analysed by
someone else. Secondary data may either published data or unpublished data.” The most reliable
sources have been used for this, mostly from the internet.
Dr. Babasaheb Ambedakar and Economics

It is fact that B.R. Ambedkar was an economist by his basic qualifications. He earned a
master degree in economics from the Columbia University-USA, in 1915 and a Ph.D.in
economics from the same university in 1917. Dr. Ambedkar was the first Indian to be awarded a
Doctorate degree in economics. Not only that he spent tree years in Columbia University-USA
and completed 29 courses in economics. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar had published three books in the
field of economics dealing with the public finance and monetary economics: Administration and
Finance of the East India Company, The Evolution of the Public Finance in British India and The
Problem of Rupee: Its origin and Solution. In 1923, he had published his second doctoral thesis at
LSE in the form of a book-The Problem of Rupees: Its Origin and Its Solution. This Delves into
the evolution of the currency System in India since 19™ century and weights into the debate about
the desirable currency system and the exchange rate for India. He had extensively worked hard on
the problem of the Indian Economy.

Analysis and Discussion of Major Economic Thought of Dr. B.R. Ambedakar:
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The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is India's central bank, which controls the issue
and supply of the Indian rupee. RBI is the regulator of the entire Banking in India. RBI plays an
important part in the Development Strategy of the Government of India. RBI regulates
commercial banks and non-banking finance companies working in India. It serves as the leader of
the banking system and the money market. It regulates money supply and credit in the country.
The RBI carries out India's monetary policy and exercises supervision and control over banks and
non-banking finance companies in India. RBI was set up in 1935 under the Reserve Bank of India
Act,1934. Reserve Bank of India is also conceptualised according to the guidelines laid down by
Dr Ambedakar. Reserve Bank of India was conceptualised as per the guidelines, working style
and outlook presented by Dr Ambedakar in front of the Hilton Young Commission (also known
as Royal Commission on Indian Currency and Finance). It is also said that When this commission
came to India under the name of “Royal Commission on Indian Currency and Finance™, each and
every member of this commission was holding a book named “The Problem of the Rupee — Its
origin and its solution’ written by Dr. B.R. Ambedakar. This incidence shows his great
acceptations as an economist in the world.

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedakar had made concise study on problem of Indian Agriculture. He
had written research articles, organised seminars and conferences and also led farmer’s movement
to solve the problem of Indian agriculture. Dr. Ambedakar views on land holding, collective
farming and land revenue are most useful in contemporary situation too. Perhaps, Dr. B.R.
Ambedakar is the first Indian economist who examined the problem of fragmentation and division
of agriculture land. The tradition definition of land holding was “chance of production sufficient
to keep himself and his family in reasonable comfort after paying his necessary expenses”. Dr.
Ambedakar criticized traditional definition of economic land holding and redefined that small size
of holding is one of the major causes of low productivity but economic land holding is not
depending upon the size of land holding but proportion of factor inputs to the production. Dr.
Ambedakar advocated the collective and co-operative farming in the country. His thoughts are
quite relevant even today. Because India is an agrarian based country and even today half of the
total population depends on agriculture for their livelihood. India has small and fragment land
holdings. Average size of field in India is very small. Dissimilarity regarding gland ownership too
is observed. There are 81.3 marginal and small farmers owning only 38.8 % of the total

agriculture land. While the topmost two classes, Medium and large farmers consisting of just 6.5
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own 38.8 land. Agriculture productivity is very low in India with compare too other countries and
also compare too industrial and service sector in India. Before almost a century he advocated that
agriculture should be converted into an industry which could improve the economy of India. He
had said that surplus farm labours should be relocated by providing those jobs in the industries.

Dr. Ambedakar had also contributed in monetary economics. In his famous book, The
Problem of Rupees :Its Origin and Solution, he offered an extraordinary exposition of the
evaluation of Indian currency in terms of its form as medium of exchange and its equivalence in
terms of precious metals, such as gold and silver. Thus, Ambedakar was a famous advocate for
the gold standard. His stance to promote the gold standard was in opposition to the proposal that
India should follow the gold exchange standard, as suggested by John Maynard Keynes, a British
economist whose ideas fundamentally changed the theory and practice of macroeconomics and
the economic policies of governments in the 20th century. According to Dr. Ambedakar in a
developing country like India could not afford gold exchange standards and that it could further
cause inflation and price rise. Because of this reason, he wished that more attention be given to
price stability, rather than exchange rate stability. Ambedakar’s readiness to present ideas
differently from the greatest economists of the twentieth century, such as Keynes, and to justify
his ideas, is a testament to Ambedakar’s readiness to monetary economics.

Women's empowerment is being discussed and promoted around the world today. When
almost a hundred years ago, Ambedakar had made serious efforts for women's rights and
empowerment. Dr. Ambedakar spent his whole life for the betterment of Indian society as well as
women and other under privileged sections. He started his movement in 1920. Dr. Ambedakar
raised his voice against the Hindu social order and social system through his renowned journal
Mook Nayak in 1920 and Bahiskrit Bharat in 1927. He always advocated on the gender equality
and women education. He was also a strong advocate of family planning measures for women in
Bombay Legislative Assembly. Ambedakar was an true example of inspiration of many classes of
society.

Dr. B. R. Ambedakar had made in-depth study of Indian Agriculture. He had written
research articles, organised seminars and conferences in order to solve the problems of
agriculture and farmers, also led farmer's movement. His thoughts on agriculture are found in his
article "Small Holdings in Indian and Their Remedies"(1917) and also in "Status and
Minorities"(1947). He mentioned that holdings of lands by few people is an acute problem of
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Indian agriculture which has various disadvantages, like difficulties in cultivation and utilization
and resources, increasing cost, low productivity, inadequate income and low standard of
living. According to Ambedakar productivity of agriculture is related to not only with the size
of holdings of land but also with

Even today about 90% of the people in the country work in the unorganized sector and
they are deprived of various social security schemes. Dr. Ambedakar had proposed an insurance
scheme to every Indian when he was labour minister. It reflects the long-term vision of dr.
Ambedakar’s about happy and secure life of common Indian and his family.
Conclusion Remarks

Dr. Ambdakar was one of the most illustrious sons of India of this century. He had Dr.
Ambedakar was the multidimensional personality and had contributed in many fields. His
contribution in the field of economics is noteworthy and contribution as an economist
unforgettable. His vision for Indian economy and problems of Indian economy is relevant even
today.
References

. Jadhav Narendra (1991), “Neglected Economic Thought of Babasaheb Ambedkar”,
Economic and Politcal Weekly, New Delhi.

e  Das Satyajit Das (2015), “’Ambedakar and woman rights: An analysis” International
Research Journal of Interdisciplinary & Multidisciplinary Studies (IRJIMS), A Peer-
Reviewed Monthly Research Journal (Online), Volume-I, Issue-1.

. Omprakash Sonone (2016), “Economic thoughts of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar for Indian
economy”, researchgate.net/publication.

. Malkani Sunil (2016), “Economic ideas’ of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar and its relevance for
Indian economy”, KCG-Journal of Social Science, Ahmadabad, Gujarat.

. Kothari C R & Garg Gaurav (2014), “ Research Methodology-Methods and Techniques™
third Addition, New Age International (P) limited Publishers, New Delhi.

. B.R. Ambedkar, Wikipedia, the free encyclopaedia

ENGLISH PART — 11 / Peer Reviewed Refereed and UGC Listed Journal No. : 40776 98



VOLUME - IX, ISSUE - II - APRIL - JUNE - 2020
AJANTA - ISSN 2277 - §730 - IMPACT FACTOR - 6.399 (www.sjifactor.com)

15. Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkars Educational thoughts
and his Contribution to Education

Dr. Surwase Nitesh Premnath
Assosiate Professor, History, Shri Vijaysingh Yadav, Arts & Science College, Peth Vadgaon.

Mahatma Phule was the first one to raise the issue of education for backward castes and
then Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar, the Constitution maker of India who strived to secure rights for
the depressed classes and fought for their liberation. Mahatma Phule who is pioneer in work of
eradication of untouchability, Education to untouchable, Education to women, removal of cultural
inequality to make free from Economical exploitation, Equal status to women, support for
Develop agriculture and Education to Society etc. This work of great social reformer Mahatma
Phule is historical, cultural and Educational declaration for revolution in India. Dr. Babasaheb
Ambedkars philosophy of life was influenced by Buddha, Kabir and Mahatma Phule.

Before Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Education was rare in all over country. As per
“Chauturvarna” only upper class was permitted for education and others are away from education.
Educational Thoughts

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar believes that Education can develop awareness to illiterate
people. New meaning is going to get through education. According to Dr. Ambedkar new
meaning of life will achieved through education and people will become self- help, self-dependent
and real honest, this movement he started through education. He warns people that “You can
remove your own slavery”. It is humiliating to live life by losing self- honesty.

Education is change; this is base of Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkars philosophy. Education will
make man free from any kind of exploitation according to him. Education will make man to
understand good and worse. We are able to recognize world and human civilization, there were
thoughts of Dr. Ambedkar on education.

Education is thing which constructs individuality or personality. Through moral behavior
it was not only intended to develop individual life but of make democracy successful. Education
is the express way to get social democracy as well as to remove every kind of inequality.
Education is the base or Foundation for social Economical and political revolution, for this

foundation of his philosophy is “Education, united, agitates”.
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Education is protection and preservation for social equality and freedom. Dr. Ambedkar
believed that Education can maintain and develop freedom, equality and brotherhood. He has
started his educational work with such thoughts.

Aim of Education

In social reformation Education is important one. Through education individual is
developing intellectual and mentally. We can achieve political freedom through education. Over
all development of individual can achieve though education. Freedom was going to achieve
through education and freedom can achieve through value education, Dr. Babasaheb principle
understood freedom, equality and brotherhood, for this “Education for all” is aim of Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar.

Primary Education

Primary education is foundation education. This is beginning of education. It is important
step in life of every child in this stage good qualities, Equality co- operation, civilization is going
to carry. In this stage students should not learn only how to read and write but they must literate.
For this Babasaheb forced that primary education must be compulsory. People those who live in
slavery they can develop awareness among them through education. Education of poor people can
successfully complete from the fees of rich people. Thoughts of Dr. Ambedkar are motivating for
primary education and therefore according to him responsibility of primary education must be on
Government.

Secondary Education

He emphasized on even with primary education to secondary education. School is the
place where good citizens are made. Even good citizens are made by best teachers.
Higher Education

The condition of higher education in pre- independence period was worse. University
should not be for administration but for knowledge. To acquire knowledge and to donate
knowledge must be activity in university. University should go to the door of common man.
University should not be center of examination but it must be Centre of knowledge and science.
Poor, untraded people in our country must get higher education it is the opinion of Dr. Babasaheb
Ambedkar. Dr. Ambedkar stressed the importance of research in the Universities.

Education for Women

In social structure place of woman is important therefore Dr. Babasaheb has advocated

education to woman. He has burnt ‘Manusmruti’ at ‘Mahad’ on 25" Dec 1927, here he said that if

woman is educated then only next generation will be formed. According to Dr. Babasaheb
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Ambedkar there must be equal education to male and female, they must be co-educated and given
one kind of education.
Teacher

Education must be reading available to everyone. School is place where teacher is made.
Teacher should be well trained and psychiatrist. He must have knowledge of psychology. Teacher
is pioneer of country, who is leading society teacher should not be addicted and having good kind
of thoughts.

Education Work

Dr. Babasaheb has started his educational work from 1924. He has started hostels for
backward students in Solapur, Panvel and Thane. Many hostels were developed, Because of these
hostels primary and secondary education become available. But untouchable student was away
from higher education.

He has established “Bahishkrit Hitkarini Sabha” to get Dalit known about their rights. The
aims and objects of the hew organization broke little new ground but rather re- started the
methods for seeking improvement that here current in the movement in the Desh and Vidarbh at
the time.

1) To promote the spread of education among the depressed classes by hostels or other
means.

2) To promote the spread of culture among the depressed classes by opening libraries,
social centers and classes or study circles.

3) To advance and improve the economic conditions of the depressed classes by starting
industrial and agricultural schools.

4)  To represent the grievances of the depressed classes.

Dr. Ambedkar has founded “People education society” in Mumbai on 1945. He has started
“Sidharth College” in Mumbai on 1946. In 1953 he has established Sidharth Commerce College.
Even he has established Sidharth low college from these college students. Were renowned in
different fields like literature, drama, sports etc. Dr. S.G. Malase, Prof. Ramesh Tendulkar,
Arvind Deshpande, Sulbha Deshpande, Lalan Sarang, Suresh Khare, Dr. Bhimrao Kulkarni, Adv.
B.C. Kamble, N.M. Kamble are reputed students from these college. He has established Milind
College in Aurangabad, 1950. Even Marathawada University in Aurangabad which was
established in 1958 but later it was named as Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Marathawada University

Aurangabad. It is dedication to the work of Dr. Ambedkar. Marathawada is backward region and
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hence student’s form this region must get educational help so he has found Milind College in
Aurangabad.
Conclusions
Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar is exceptionally intellectual and talented individual. He has
protested against social inequality. He has organized people and to fight against exploitation. Dr.
Babasaheb Ambedkar has devoted to education field with ideals of Gautama Buddha, Sant Kabir,
and Mahatma Phule. Education is key for development of nation. He is connected with the
foundation of Marathawada University. With his inspiration and motivation many colleges,
hostels and schools were started. His efforts and motivation education is available for poor
untouchable and downtrodden people. Even in region like Marathawada because of him education
facility is available. Indian society was based on inequality and in such society Dr. Babasaheb
Ambedkar has opened the way of education to poor, untouchable and down trodden people and in
real sense it is revolution in their life. Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar suggested several policy
measures for the development of education starting from primary to University that can be found
to be relevant today to make the education sector effective and accountable. So therefore in
today’s situation thoughts of Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar on Education are more applicable and
important one for development of nation.
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16. Hindu Code bill and the Emancipation of Women

Dr. Pradnya D. Ghodwadikar
Assistant Professor, Dept.of English, Baliram Patil college Kinwat Dist. Nanded.

Abstract

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar was very sad to see the pitiable condition of the Indian women.
The agonistic condition of women was everywhere in the society,in lower as well as upper class
society. Babasaheb Ambedkar used to say, “I measure the progress of a community by the degree
of progress which women have achieved.”

In the vedic period the condition of women might have good but in the post vedic period
their social condition became worst. They were not allowed to come out of the houses, they were
treated brutally. The condition of the widow women was even very worst. The Hindu religious
books are responsible for this condition of women. In order to prevent and restrict the progress of
women religious demarcation was playing vital role. Babasaheb Ambedkar wrote in detail about
the condition of Hindu women in his book ‘Rise and fall of Hindu women’. He started the task of
womens’ emancipation from the clutches of religious bondage, from the Dalit, untouchable and
downtrodden women of the society. But his work of womens’ well-being was not limited or
restricted to some specific or particular women , it was related to every woman of the society.

Key words : religion, women, emancipation, bondage, progress, slavery.

The Hindu law applied to the Hindu religion was created in the British rule ,which was
based on the teachings of the theologies like Vedas , shruti and smriti. These theological teachings
were recognized as the messages given by the God, and His celestial knowledge. And this Hindu
religion was the extract of the celestial knowledge. Religion is based on the God’s command so
everyone has to obey it and the obedience will lead towards the ‘Moksha’ ; was the assumption of
the follower of the Orthodox religion .The priestish hold on the religion was responsible to create
differentiation and discrimination between castes, between men and women. Men were held
superior while women became inferior. Women were bearing the burden of religious rules and
regulations, imposed upon them by the so called religion. Due to this discrimination between

men, women, and castes a heterogeneous society was formed.
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The theologists of Hindu religion wrote comments on the ownership of Hindu family
movable and and landed estate and its distribution. Out of those comments two were very
prominent, one was of the rule monger Vigneshwra’s regulation (11" century) known as -
‘Mitakshara’ and the other law mongered by Jimutvahan (15" cen) known as ‘Daybhag’. these
two regulations were accepted by every province of India. Under this system of regulation, the
succession of father’s property could be inherited to sons but not to daughters. Under the
regulation of Daybhag , only sons could inherit the property of fathers and women could get
subgoals or alimony. Women had the right of subgoals. But the orthodox religious practitioners
were not in favour of paying the subgoals to women; so they found the way way of ‘Sati’. due to
the Daybhag regulation the tradition of ‘Sati’ became prominent in Bengal province.

The Hindu code Bill was introduced in the Constituent Assembly on 11" April 1947 by
Dr. Baasaheb Ambedkar. His intention behind the bill was to liberalize the personal laws in order
to broaden the freedom of the individual and the equality of men and women in the Hindu social
system. The main things covered by the bill were, right to property; order of succession to the
property and maintenance; marriage, divorce, adoption, minority and guardianship. The principles
of the bill were in harmony with the constitutional philosophy of men and women. It was a
revolutionary part of social change and equality. Dr. Ambedkar’s one of the sacred missions of
his life was to reform the Hindu society in general and emancipation of the lot of his untouchable
brethren in particular. He was at his best , as a fighter, and this is brought out in his historic battle
for the Hindu code Bill in the provisional parliament. His stern decision provides an intimate
glimpse of his crusade to reform and rejuvenate Hindu society.

The Hindu code bill was the most controversial bill considered by the provisional
parliament. It was brought to the house twice and both the times no progress could be made on the
bill. Finally the bill was dropped with the resignation of Dr. Ambedkar, the dynamic force behind
the bill, due to the mounting opposition within and outside the parliament. The bill which was
designed to bring radical changes in the Hindu society could not succeed. The government failed
to pass the bill because the organized opposition was in majority. The opposition compelled the
government to change the plan.

The property including both movable and immovable should be acquired by a woman.
The acquisition should be made by a woman before and after marriage and even during her

widowhood from her husband or parents. The share of the property of each unmarried daughter
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shall be half that of each son and the share of each married daughter shall be one-quarter of that of
each son. The bill was kept forth for referring to the selection committee on 9™ April 1948. The
parliamentary debates continued for more than 4 years. This was the first lengthy discussion on
any single bill in the independent India’s parliament. Dr. Ambedkar realised that the congress
government was not eager to clear the Hindu code; so he tendered his resignation on 27"
September, 1951 to the prime minister Jawaharlal Nehru, he continued to participate in the
parliamentary debate till 10" October, 1951.

The Orthodox Hindu and the president of the constituent Assembly Dr. Rajendra Prasad
and the speaker of the constituent Assembly Anathasayanam Ayyangar were against the Hindu
Code Bill. So Dr. Ambedkar resigned from the Nehru’s Cabinet. The main task of the committee
was to confer equality to the Hindu women. Opposition of orthodox Hindus and delaying tactics
of opposition prevented the Bill from becoming an Act. Lastly the bill was split into different
parts and with alteration it was conceded. Some legislation were accepted for the betterment of
the women; and they are as follows -

1. The Special Marriage Act, 1954
This act permits marriage of -
a)  People from different religious faith without changing their religion.
b)  Stipulate of minimum age of marriage as 18 years for girls and 21 years for boys.
2. Hindu Marriage Act, 1955

This act fixes (a) minimum age for marriage as 18 years for girls and 21 years for the
boys.The Act’s important feature is that it makes monogamy as universal.

The Hindu Marriage Act 1955, and special marriage act, 1954, were amended in 1976 in
order to provide right to a girl to repudiate marriage before attaining maturity.

3. Hindu Succession Act, 1956

This act confers the right of absolute ownership over property and the woman can make
will leaving behind her share of property to the heirs, she can divide it among the heirs in
accordance with certain prescribed rules for the benefit of women.

4. Hindu Adoption and Maintenance Act, 1956
This act makes it permissible to any Hindu woman -

a)  Who is of sound mind and
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b)  Who is not minor and who is not handicapped or if handicapped, whose marriage has
been dissolved or husband is dead or has completely renounced the world or has ceased
to be Hindu or has been declared by a court of competent jurisdiction to be of unsound
mind, to take a boy or girl in adoption.

5. The Suppression of Immoral Traffic in women and girls Act, 1956

This act prohibits trafficking in women and girls for purposes of prostitution. This is

against the sexual exploitation of women for commercial purposes.
6. Hindu Minority and Guardianship Act, 1956

Under this Act consent of wife is required for adopting a son or a daughter.
7. The Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961

The Dowry Prohibition act was first legislated in 1961. The act was amended in 1984 to

makethe offence cognizable, to enhance the penalty both fine and imprisonment and it widened
the scope of the act to make it more effective. The minimum punishment for taking or
encouraging of dowry has been raised to 5 years and fine of Rs. 15000/-. Offence under this act
has been made non-bailable. A new offence of dowry death has  been included in the Indian
penal code consequently to the amendment in the act.

8. The Maternity Benefit Act, 1961

This act is applicable to every establishment; plantation, mine or factory and provides for
payment of maternity benefit at the rate of average daily wages for the period of women’s actual
absence. The act was amended in April 1976 to cover women who do not fall within the purview
of the employees State Insurance Act, 1948,

The Insurance Act 1948 guarantees that all factories should provide the Sickness benefit
similarly Factories Act, 1948, Mines Act 1952, Plantation Labour Act 1951, Bide and Cigar
workers Act 1966, which have co-relationship with women benefit, which prohibit the
employment of women 7.00 pm and 6.00 am in factories, mines and plantation and regulates the
working hours for women.

9. The Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act 1971

This acts makes it possible to have legal abortion by qualified doctor on humanitarian and

medical grounds. This is primarily a welfare measure to protect the health of women though it has

also a family planning aspect.

ENGLISH PART — 11 / Peer Reviewed Refereed and UGC Listed Journal No. : 40776 106



VOLUME - IX, ISSUE - II - APRIL - JUNE - 2020
AJANTA - ISSN 2277 - §730 - IMPACT FACTOR - 6.399 (www.sjifactor.com)

10. The equal Remuneration Act 1976

This act provides not only payments of equal wages for some work of a  similar nature
but also for a machinery for its implementation.
11. The Child Marriage Restraint (Amendment) Act 1976

This act provides minimum age for marriage for girls to 18 years and boys to 21 years.
The offence under this act made cognizable.
12. The Contract Labour (Regulation) Act 1978

The act regulates the working condition of contract labour, including women, payment of
wages and provisions for welfare facilities to the labours engaged in construction work.
13. Criminal Law (Amendment) Act 1983

It was amended in 1983 to make the crimes against women much more strict and
effective. A new provision in the Indian Penal Code was made, cruelty against women by the
husband and other relations punishable.
14. The Family Courts Act, 1984

An act was passed in 1984 for the setting up of family courts in the country with a view to
promoting reconciliation in and securing speedy settlements of disputes relating to marriage and
family affairs and matters connected therewith.
15. Indecent Representation of women (Prohibition) Act, 1986

Under this act, representation of women in an indecent or derogatory, denigrating manner
in all advertisements and publications is prohibited. Offence under this act is made punishable
with imprisonment of either description for a term extending to two years and fine extending to
two thousand rupees on first conviction.
16. The Commission of Sati (Prevention) Act, 1987

Under this act commission of Sati and its glorification and for matters connected therewith
or incident to such an abatement is punishable by the maximum penalty i.e. death or
imprisonment of life. This act provides more effective prevention for a woman (widow) being
sacrificed as Sati.

Babasaheb did not differ between male and female. Through his point of view, all the
Hindu religious books such as Vedas, Shastras, Smritis, Puranas are responsible for
discrimination between men and women. It hinders to maintain liberty, equality and fraternity in

society. Dr. Ambedkar realised that to remove the evil practices over women, they should be
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safeguarded by constitutional provisions. The orthodox people opposed the bill because Dr.

Ambedkar was a Shudra, Untouchable who was interfering in their pious Shastras. To establish a

‘new notion of life” of women he suggested that various castes and sub-castes should be abolished

from Hindu society. He advocated that inter-caste marriage and inter-caste dining should be

established in society. He believed in social as well as political democracy.
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17. Right to Education - A Legacy of
Dr. B. R. Ambedkar

Ramanya Gayathri M.
Assistant Professor, Sastra Deemed to be Unversity.

Introduction

“Education is not only the birth right of every human being but also a weapon of social
change”, these are the views of Dr. B.R Ambedkar on education. Education is a means by which
people acquire ability, talent, information, knowledge, develop their potential rights and
responsibilities. It moulds people to understand injustice, viciousness, exploitation and
discrimination. Education makes people to explore new ideas and thereby initiating creativity
which helps in social change and finally lead to the development of nation. Dr Ambedkar strongly
believed that education plays an important role in uplifting the marginalised groups, dalits and
unrecognised section in the society. His philosophy of Education focusses on education as an
instrument to change the society'.

Dr. Ambedkar’s thought on the need for education was based on the discrimination which
existed in Hindu Dharmasastras particularlyManusmritis which has put restrictions on women and
lower castes. He also identified that Dalits were degraded mentally, socially, economically,
morally due to lack of social status. His idea of education has created a milestone in the
Constitution and the amendments which are been made to it.

Ambedkar ‘s Thought on Education

Education, Empowerment, and Enlightment are interconnected with each other. It is the
root to success, young generation should educate themselves and work together for the welfare of
the society. His aim of education is to empower women, downtrodden, untouchables and other
economically backward people to come forward in all means. Dr Ambedkar used education to
establish liberty, justice, independence and courage to many peoples in the society. He strongly
believed that education helps development of society”. The main changes that Dr. Ambedkar
focussed in education are: -

a) Compulsory education —Dr. Ambedkar focussed on education at the primary stage to
higher education so that people can identify the basic interests of the society.In his

slogan the first word speaks about Education, because it pushes a person in building his
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b)

character and understand class interest which brings unity. Dr. Ambedkar has stated that
true education makes society flourishing.

Women education — Women has been treated badly by the Indian society due to
Brahmanism and masculism. Women’s position deteriorated due to lack of
representation in the society, failure in consideration of their rights. The women during
the age of Manusmriti were treated like servants, they were denied education as well as
right to property. Dr. Ambedkar asserted that women have to be treated with self-esteem
and they should be uplifted in the society. The Constitution drafted by the Dr. Ambedkar
gave equal status to women before the eyes of law and stressed on women’s education.
The constitutional provisions Art 14°, Art 15(3), Art 16(1), Art 16(2) have given more
power of equality to the women. The economic independence and right for women were
also provided by Dr.Amedkar through Hindu Marriage Act 1955 which gave women
succession right and right to hold property. According to him Women education as well
as co - education with men, would make Women think independently and lead to
intellectual and mental development.

Education to Dalits - Education is the key bring unity among linguistic communities and
downtrodden communities. Dr. Ambedkar stressed that the untouchables should be
given generous and technical education. The illiteracy and unawareness is considered as
the biggest obstacle in development of humanity. He acclaimed that Dalits should not
only be given basic education but also advanced and technical education. Dr. Ambedkar
emphasized that employment opportunities to the downtrodden can be provided only by
giving them advanced and technical education®. He demanded reservations, scholarships
for Dalit students to the Government. He showed to the Government that if the
scholarships, grants are given in the form of loan and allocation of seats in educational
institutions are being done then Dalits will be uplifted in the society. As an initial step to
encourage education Dr. Ambedkar advanced a programme of education as part of

general declaration of Indian Labour Party before the elections of 1937.

Education in Ambedkar’s Constitution

In framing the constitution, the role played by Dr. Ambedkar is earmarkable. At every

stage of inclusion of new areas in the Constitution, we still praise the thoughts of Dr. Ambedkar

which he was having at that point of time. His step to create a change in the society started on

August 29th, 1947 when he was appointed as the chairman of the constitution drafting committee.

His strongly believed that equality of religion, gender and caste brings unity in the country. The
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Round Table Conference’ was a landmark in the history of the Indian Constitution. It gave

independence to people of India to redress their grievance by political power and

bringSwarajconstitution. The various outcomes in the constitution which came as a result of Dr.

Ambedkar thoughts or views are -

a.

Free and Compulsory Education: Article 45 in theDirective Principles ofState Policy has
been intentionally includedby Ambedkar which gives free and compulsory education for
all children until they reach the age of 14 years. In tune with the aim of Ambedkar to
provide education Government of India passed the Right of Children to Free and
Compulsory Education Act or Right to Education Act 2009. The Government in order to
realise his vision compulsory education was given from primary stage to higher stage
supporting the vision of Ambedkar. As an end result by the Constitutional Amendment
Act of 2002° included Article 21-A in the Indian constitution making education as a
Fundamental Right.

Minorities Education — Ambedkar always worked for upliftment of Minorities, Dalits
and downtrodden from illiteracy. He emphasized this in Indian constitution and brought
Article 30 of the Constitution. It mainly emphasis on cultural and educational rights to
establish and administer educational institutions.

Linguistic Safeguards — In order to preserve the language and culture of minorities
through educational institutions Article 29(1) was incorporated. This provision gave
absolute right to the minorities to learn their language, culture as well as pursue higher
education, e.g. Aligarh Muslim University, Guru Nanak University etc.To investigate
upon the safeguards provided to these minorities special officers are appointed under
Article 350 B of the Constitution of India.

Education for Backward Sections of the Society — In order to protect the educational
interest of the weaker sections of the society the law makers have included Article 15,
Article 17 and Article 46. It gives power to the state to make special provisions for the
advancement of socially and educationally backward classes of the society. The main
aim is to protect scheduled tribes and Scheduled Caste from social justice and all forms
of exploitation.

Secular Education — As a secular country, India gives rights to minorities based on
religion and language. Ambedkar’s thought process for providing educational rights to
the downtrodden is reflected in these provisions namely Article 25(1), Article 28(1),
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Article 28 (2), Article 28(3), Article 30. It provides aid to minority educational
institutions in the name of religion, race, caste, language or any one of them.

f. Educational Opportunities - Indian constitution guarantees Fundamental Rights namely
justice, equality liberty and Fraternity. It clearly signifies the fact that everyone is equal
in the eyes of law and equality of opportunity for education manifests the view point of
Dr. Ambedkar. Further the fundamental right to equality of opportunity for educational
institutions are guaranteed under Article 29(1).

g Teaching in Mother Tongue — It is the Fundamental right of the citizens is to study one
own language. Article 350 A points that instruction in mother tongue at the primary
stage of education to children can be done to linguistic minority groups to safeguard
their interest.

h.  Hindi as Official Language — Dr. Ambedkar stressed for an Official Language which
unites people together. On this basis Article 351 emphasize on making Hindi as the
official language.

1. Research and Higher Education — Various Entries in the Constitution of India have
given authority to Government of India in education. The institution such as Aligarh
University, Hindu University, Delhi University or any other University declared by the
parliament will be considered as an institution ofNational Importance’. The Constitution
provides for determining standards in institution for higher education or researchand
scientific and technical institutions®.

J. Education of women — Dr. Ambedkar has always stressed on educating girls rather than
boys. The constitutional provisions are also formulated in such a manner to provide
education without any discrimination on the basis of sex’.National Policy on Education
emphasized that education has to be used as a means to improve the status of women.
The Policy states, “Education will be used as an agent of basic change in the status of
women. In order to neutralize the accumulated distortions of the past, there will be a
well-conceived edge in favour of women. “All these are the statements given Dr.
Ambedkar while framing the constitution and what he always urged for.

k. Right to Education —Ambedkar’s ideology is still continuing in the forefront by inserting
Article 21 A" of the Constitution of India which provided for free and compulsory
education of all children in the age group of six to fourteen years as a Fundamental
Right.
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Conclusion

Ambedkar’s philosophy of education is completely reiterated in the Constitutional articles
and it is still continuing saga. His philosophy stressed on equal rights and opportunities in the
field of education. His concept mainly focussed on social change which in turn will remove all
economic and development disparities. Education is considered as the backbone of one’s own
development. Thus he suggested education for the minorities, downtrodden and weaker sections
of the society. His stress onGovernment duty to provide opportunities in education is also well
applied in our Constitutional provisions. Ambedkar’s view point in attaining education both
technical and higher studies will only provide advantage the backward communities and for their
employment opportunities was also a recommended fact in our Constitution. Dr. Ambedkar’
sprinciple — “educate, agitate and organize’ is aninfluentialinstrument of social change nowadays.
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar is considered as the symbol of Knowledge because he showed the doors of
light and awareness to remove the darkness and illiteracy.
FootNote

1.  Dr.Babasaheb Ambedkar: Writings and Speeches, Vol. 1-21, (Edited by Vasant Moon
and Hari Narake), Education Department, Government of Maharashtra, Mumbai.

2. Dr.Babasaheb Ambedkar Writing and Speeches, Vol. I, p.15, Bombay: The
Education Department, Government of Maharashtra, (1979).

3. Equality before Law — The State shall not deny to any person equality before the law or
the equal protection of the laws within the territory of India Prohibition of
discrimination on grounds of religion,race,caste,sex or place of birth.

4. Supra Note.2

4

Round Table Conference (1930-32) series of peace conference organised by the British
Government and Indian Political personalities to discuss constitutional reforms in India.
Inserted by The Constitution (Eighty- Sixth)Amendment Act,2002.

Entry 63 of the Union List

Entry 66 of the Union List

o x =N

Article 15(1) — States shall not discriminate any citizen on groups only sex.
10. Inserted by The Constitution (Eighty- Sixth) Amendment Act, 2002.
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18. Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar’s thoughts on Education

Jagrati Maitraya
Govt. K. R. G. Auto. P. G. College, Gwalior (M.P.).

Abstract

This paper aims at Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s views on education. Ambedkar’s knew that
education was the necessary precondition for the reconstruction of the society on the principles of
equality and justice. He fought for the education of masses without discrimination of caste and
sex. Participation in the budget to debate he said, Education is something which ought to be
brought within the reach of everyone. The education department is not a department which can be
treated on the basis of quid pro quo. Education ought to be cheapened in all possible ways and to
the greatest possible extent. Taking active part in the discussion on Bombay University Act and
Primary Education Amendment Bill, he contributed his views in the reform of Education. He
founded the people’s Education society, and started colleges at Bombay and Aurangabad. He
peatedly with the government the providing equal educational opportunities to all without
discrimination was its responsibility however, boys and girls should get the different education.
Paper attains to understand the Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s views on education with the uniform
education system in India.

Key Words: Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, Education, Social, Equality.
Introduction

“It is the education which is the right weapon to cut the social slavery and it is the
education which will enlighten the downtrodden masses to come up and gain social status,
economic betterment and political freedom™, are the views of Ambedkar. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s as
is well known, the Chairman of the Drafting Committee of the Constitution of India, devoted
most of his intellectual, social and political efforts to give expression to his belief in the ideal,
struggled throughout his life for securing the rightful place for the discriminated, deprived and
downtrodden sections of our society. Through several efforts were made by Ambedkar to
establish an equalitarian society in India and had been discussed widely by different scholars yet

few atudies are available to project him as a great educationist.
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Objectives

To assess the contributions of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s to Education field.
Methodolody

The study was conducted by secondary sources of existing literature through historical,
analytical approaches. Method consists, analysis concepts and arguments, synthesize ideas and
evidence drawn from different sources, construct consistent and well-supported arguments,
discuss an issue in a balanced way, evaluated the ideas and arguments of others, make judgments
and express informed opinion.

The writings of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar abound in educational thoughts. On several occasion a
number of speeches have been delivered by him. He has written a great many articles, reports and
books. He was the originator of Mook Nayak, Bahishkrit Bharat and other Journals. With the help
of these letters, speeches, writings and journals a study of his educational thoughts is possible.
Ambedkar believed that education was the most important means of raising the people’s standard
of living. His slogan was “Educate, unite, struggle”.

Ambedkar’s social-philosophical views rested on the bedrock of egalitarianism. Human
dignity and self respect were central to his social philosophy. He wanted to use education to
establish justice, equality, fraternity, freedom and fearlessness in society.

According to Dr. B.R. Ambedkar to change the society of its backwardness it is very
necessary to spread education. Education eradicates the bias of people which results on to
minimize the exploitation, domination, of those people who try to take the benefit of the so called
illiterate people.

“If the people get knowledge through education then they can face the problems created
by the people who dominate them. Education reforms opinions, it tries to remove the walls built
among the people. The biggest gift that is given by the education is that it creates self confidence
among us which is considered as the first stage of our development™. [1]

Ambedkar furthermore explains that the work without knowledge is blind and futile. He
was of the opinion that when people do work without education it is just like to waste human
power. He sometimes asserts if a person leading is illiterate he will definitely carry us towards
darkness just like that it is the position of our leaders. For him if a leader is not educated and does
not encourage the spread of our education then he can drag the whole society towards

deterioration. Thus, Ambedkar wants to say is that education is the vital element for the
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development of society and human beings. Ambedkar was much farsighted and he talked not only
about the primary education. For him the spread of primary education to higher education begets
the versatile leaders who carry us towards the betterment. While comparing life with competition,
Ambedkar in one of his speeches addresses that:

“The people do not sustain in the struggle of life until they get educated. Since that they
get caught in the clutches of social problems such as insult, suppression and desecration. So it is
the duty of the existing government to accelerate by providing education”. [2]

In the days of Ambedkar the educational condition of untouchables was very critical. He
was of the opining that: “The untouchables were deliberately being kept away by Brahmans and
other castes. They just tried to behave with untouchables as inferior”. It changes in education
system after the worse experience with untouchables. According to Ambedkar: “Education is a
weapon of eradication of social slavery of economic development of political freedom™[3]. While
emphasizing on the need of education he puts forth the demand of law of compulsory education.
He knew that the problem of primary education is the problem of nation. He in the conference of
Mahabaleshwar held on May 31, 1929 addressed that: “the problem of the spread of primary
education is the most dominating one. In the present days these countries who bear the maximum
Dalit illiterates don’t sustain in the competition of life. It will take more time if the spread of
primary education is dependent on the interest of common people. So it needs to implement a
compulsory Act of primary education, so it needs to implement a compulsory Act of primary
education”. So what Ambedkar wished through this speech was that there should not only be Acts
but it should also be compulsory implemented. He knew that compulsory education requires a lot
of expenditure and if this opportunity is given in the hands of local self-government then it faces
the problem of money which results in the failure of Act. But actually the position is that our
education system is caught in the hands of those who don’t know about it. So, to remove this it
needs the free and compulsory education. According to Ambedkar to solve the problem of
expenditure the centre and the state government should come forward and make a compromise.
Ambedkar further opines that those citizens who can afford to pay the fee should be allowed to
pay but those who are economically very weak to pay the fee should be exempted from it.
Ambedkar Continues by saying that it should be the moral responsibility of the government to
ensure that education shouldn’t be very costly. Even the poor should get free education so that the

country should gain its achievement very soon. While supporting this point Ambedkar says that,
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“there should not be separate education for boys and girls.”[4] For him education doesn’t
differentiate the sex.

Relevance of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s thoughts in the Present Scenario After sixty three years
of independence the government realized the importance of thoughts of Ambedkar and wanted to
bring them into reality. If a country wants to sustain their existence in modern period then it needs
an effective educational system. When this educational system becomes effective, it gives proper
shape to the scientific and technical development. If the base of primary education is weak, then
what is the use of higher education? There should not be value of saying India as a developing
country. Hence to escape from these obstacles central government declared “Right to Education”
as a fundamental right from April 1, 2010. On the occasion of this day the dream of Ambedkar
came into reality when the prime minister of India declared that the right to education is one of
the fundamental rights. When we study Right to Education Act 2009, we come across with many
similarities of Ambedkar’s thoughts with the provisions in it. While addressing to nation, Dr.
Manmohan Singh said that “Indian government is pleading to educate every child in India.”[5]
This “Right to Free Education Act 2009” has been implemented since April 1, 2010(No.35 of
2009).”|6] There are some provisions of this Act which shows its roots in the thoughts of Dr.
Ambedkar: The Act makes free and compulsory education to all children of India in the six to
fourteen years group. No child should be held or expelled or required to pass board examination
until the completion of elementary education (up to eighth class). It provides 25% reservation for
economically disadvantaged communities in all private and minatory schools. It also prohibits all
unrecognized schools form practice and makes provisions for no donation or capitation fees and
no interview or parents for admission. This Act is applied to all of India except Jammu and
Kashmir.

There should be combine education both for boys and girls. The financial burden will be
shared between state government and central government on the basis of “Sarva Shikshan
Abhiyan”. In April 2010 the central government agreed to share the funding for implementing the
law in the ratio of 65% to 35% between the centre and the state. A ratio of 90% to 10% for north
eastern states. Thus, from the provisions made in “ Right to Education Act” it can be proved that
the thoughts of Ambedkar before the independence are brought in reality as in “Compulsory and
Free education Act” in India to bring children in the flow of education. It helped nation to reduce

the traditional monopoly and slavery of ruling class. Ambedkar had already suggested that right to
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education should be compulsory and while implementing this government and central government
have to make compromise of revenue among them. The most important matter that should be
discussed is that the law did 25% reservation for economically disadvantaged communities to be
expelled from dominating class in education and combine education for boys and girls. Moreover,
the provisions in this will definitely release the Dalits from the dominance of certain classes.
Whatever Dr. Ambedkar had thought came into reality with the successful implementation of this
Act. The very concept of “night school education” was also the influence of Ambedkar’s thought
during the last two decades of twentieth century. Apart from these Dr. Ambedkar highlights on
higher education system. According to him, “The education in university should be society
oriented. It should be scientific and away from prejudice, it should not be limited with the benefit
of certain classes in society. He also adds that the aim of education is not only to teach thermos
but it should enable to teach them how to develop the personality, to increase their intellectual
capacities”. In another speech Ambedkar says that, “In the present system university has given
very less powers to control the colleges. For him in spite of power of discipline, rejection of
approval of college, university needs more powers. If these powers are endowed to university
then the colleges will be treated neatly under the supervision of university”. However, when we
see the statute of university we come across the various powers endowed to university. By the
result of this we have management council, Senate, Academic council and various faculties of
university.
Conclusion

Precisely speaking, Ambedkar’s educational thoughts seem to be the milestones for
present situation. Whatever changes Dr. Ambedkar had proposed through his thoughts about the
education system in primary and higher are in the form of law in modern era. Ambedkar was true
in saying when he declared that his contemporary education system was faulty and was at the
bottom of degradation of Indian civilization. Whatever it may be, but the decisions taken by
central government about the education system have the roots in the thoughts of Dr. Ambedkar.
Moreover it can be said that under the obligation of Dr. Ambedkar India is going to become a
world power through intellectual human resources which are brought only through education. Not
only this but also the decisions taken by University Grants Commission about university and

research in it shall be undoubtedly the products of Ambedkar’s thoughts in this era.
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Abstract

Educational thoughts of Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar revealed through his letters, speeches,
writings, journals such as Mook Nayak, Buhishkrit Bharat, Janata, Prabuddha Bharat and various
essays.

Dr. Ambedkar, the chief architect of Indian constitution, is well known not only as a
constitutionalist and a parliamentarian but also a scholar and active reformer all over the world.
As a champion of the downtrodden he waged a relentless struggle against the oppressive features
of hindu society. Throughout his life, he strove for the establishment of a new social order based
on the principles of liberty, equality, justice and universal brotherhood.

Introduction

The writings of Dr. Ambedkar reflects through numerous letters written by him to his
colleagues and dignitaries. He has also delivered many speeches on various occasions. He has
also written many articles, reports and books. He has also expressed his views among society
through several journals such as Mook Nayak, Bushishkrit Bharat, etc. On the basis of these
letters, speeches, journals; the study of Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar’s educational thoughts are
possible. The present paper will analyze some facts on education through letters, speeches and
writings of Ambedkar.

Objectives of the Study
1. To study various letters which reflects Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar’s educational thoughts.
2. To study Ambedkar’s speeches delivered on various events.
3. To study Ambedkar’s writings on education in brief.

Letters

On 4™ August, 1913, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar written a letter to Shivanak Gonak
Jamadar. He expresses that — “Let your mission be to educate and preach the idea of education to

those at least who are near to and in close contact with you.

ENGLISH PART — 11 / Peer Reviewed Refereed and UGC Listed Journal No. : 40776 120



VOLUME - IX, ISSUE - II - APRIL - JUNE - 2020
AJANTA - ISSN 2277 - §730 - IMPACT FACTOR - 6.399 (www.sjifactor.com)

On 11™ December, 1930, Dr. Ambedkar wrote a letter to Amritao Rankhambe, colleague.
His words are- “I feel it necessary to write to you that you should study English hard. I am afraid
that ignorance to English will be blockade in our social life.

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar wrote to Bhaurao Gaikwad on 7™ June, 1930, from London. He says,
“It is useless to desire for the leadership unless and until one is cautious about his ability and
significance of educational movement.

Speeches

During the period of twelve years from 1927 to 1939, he delivered a number of speeches
as he was on various positions in government.

On 12" July, 1927, he spoke on grants for education. It is necessary to spend more money
on primary education, fees and commercialization of education, need to cheaper the education, the
great disparity in the comparative advancement of the different communities in the matter of
education, matter of scholarship etc. He request the honourable Education Minister to spend more
money on primary education.

Dr. Ambedkar wanted the untouchables to enter into government services. To do this, they
should take higher education. He had planned to open a hostel. In this regard, he spoke on 20-3-
1927 at Mahad in the conference held under the auspices of the Kolaba District Bahishkrit
Parishad: “They (untouchables) are well progressed in education. Among them 90% are literate.
The propogation of education was not only among men but also among women.

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar held the views that entrance into government service will bring about
progress in their lives. In this regard, he says, “Hence, 1 suggest you all, we should pay our
particular attention to the higher education. It is better to have one graduate than to have a
thousand students who have passed their fourth standard.

On 1-10-1927, he spoke on ‘The Bombay University Act Amendment Bill-2, in this
speech, the following issues seem to have reflected-

1. Control of university over the colleges to regulate teaching.
Inspection to the colleges
What powers should be given to the university

2

3

4. Power to disaffiliate the colleges that the university has.

5 Power to amend the ways of the colleges and to compel obedience
6

Importance of Royal Commission on university education in London.
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He further says, ‘for the purpose of grant-in-aid from Government Treasury the university
alone shall be given to any college except through the university’. The above clause means the
university should control the colleges on by enforcing the rules of discipline and to compel
obedience.

Dr. Ambedkar insisted women’s education also. Regarding this he spoke at Mahad on 27-
12-1927, “The things, knowledge and learning are not for men only. They are necessary to
women also. Our ancestor knew this, else, those who were in military services, would not yet
given education to their daughters. If you desire to improve your next generation, bear in your
mind the proverb, like father like son, an educate your daughters. I hope that you will not cast
adrift my advice. Don’t delay to execute it.

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar delivered his first presidential address in All India Depressed Classes
Conference held at Nagpur on 8" and 9™ August, 1930. In this, he suggested some general
principles of life. It must be-

1. Its social status
2. Its economic strength
3. Its educational position

Dr. Ambedkar delivered a speech in the Mahar Conference held at Bombay on 31* May,
1936. This speech is known as “What Path Salvation 7°. He says with regard to education- ‘Some
youngsters are running after education. After completion of education, your virtues are not
valued, your caliber has no scope for appreciation, due to your untouchability. What will you do ?

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar spoke at Daund on 7.11.1937 that “to pay attention to education and
give training to them properly”.

On 11-9-1936, Dr. Ambedkar delivered a presidential speech at Pune on the Eleventh
Untouchable Students conference. He advised to work hard for gaining knowedge. Only degrees
cann’t serve, one must have knowledge and character, otherwise it will harm the society. He cited
one English quotation-

“No nation can be grateful at the cost of its liberty.”

Writings
Dr. Ambedkar’s writings are multifarious. He has published various books and articles in

journals. Though these books and journals, he has expressed his views for education.
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In March 1918, Dr. Ambedkar published an article titled- ‘Principles of Social
Reconstruction’ in the journal of the Indian Economic Society. He reviews Bertrand Russel’s
(1872-1970) thoughts. From educational point of view, this book is valuable. He wrote education
means to embody creative impulses. For, “The power of education in forming character and
opinion is very great and generally recognized. Education should not aim at passive awareness of
dead facts but an activity directed towards the world that our efforts are to create. It should be
inspired as a shining vision of the society.

In May 29™ 1928, Dr. B. R. Ambedkar sent a printed memorandum concerning the state of
education of the Depressed Classes in the Bombay Presidency, to the Indian Statutory
Commission. This was sent on behalf of the Bahishkrit Hitkarni Sabha. The topic discussed in it
are related to education, employment and political problems of the Depressed Classes. The
manuscript discussed with regard to the education of untouchables in fullest details:

1. What did the British Government do about the education of the untouchables?

2. What are the policies of the British Government in the matter of the education of the
Depressed Classes before 18557

3. How Peshwas precluded untouchables as to not to take education.

4. Why British were silent on the question of promoting education among the native
population?

5. Discrimination in giving education to Depressed Classes and higher classes.

6.  Down filteration theory.

7. Great disparity in the comparative advancement of different communities in the matter
of education.

8.  Unequal treatment adopted by the British Government.

9. Criticism on Hunter Commission (1882-1883).

On 15-5-1936, a speech was prepared by Dr. Ambedkar for the annual conference of The
Jat Pat Todak Mandal of Lahore but not delivered it owing to the cancellation of the conference
by the Reception Committee on the ground that the views expressed in the speech would be
unbearable to the conference. But, the researcher has included it in his writing.

“Any human being stands in need of requirement for his preservation. Education, of

course, is one of them. Education every one must have. Education is a permanent requirement.
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But this was not applied by the followers of Chaturvarnya to the lowest castes. If we respect
equality, then there can be never discrimination either in any field that offers development.

On 1" August, 1942, Dr. Ambedkar submitted a paper under the title ‘Mr.Gandhi and
Emancipation of Untouchables’ to the Pacific Relations Conference at Mont Trembant Quebec in
Canada. In this, he had stated ‘ESSENTIAL PROVISIONS IN THE NEW CONSTITUTION". In
the constitution, he included principle of equality. There should not be any discrimination among
people with regard to caste, education etc. He has also included some provisions on higher
education. At last, he writes that advanced education among the backward classes is of greater
value. Because it is going to them well equipped in future life.

Conclusion

Dr. Ambedkar, the chief architect of Indian constitution, is well known not only as a
constitutionalist and a parliamentarian but also a scholar and active reformer all over the world.
As a champion of the downtrodden he waged a relentless struggle against the oppressive features
of hindu society. Throughout his life, he strove for the establishment of a new social order based
on the principles of liberty, equality, justice and universal brotherhood.
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20. A Case Study of Societal Inequality and Indian
Cast System with Reference to Dalit Literature

Prof. Naresh Shishupal
Jedhe College, SPPU, Pune.

Abstract

The significant notion ‘Dalit’ is identical with economically deprived, subjugated, and
exploited within a specific communal group. This concept is particularly associated with varied
Indian caste system. Social marginalisation is universally deals with the social discrimination in
various dimensions in every civilised society. As far as India is concerned, it focuses on
‘Casteism’. This discussion deals with the significant concept of varied casts in Indian society. It
does not comprise the subaltern literary voices of the nomadic tribes, and depressed class of
‘Dalits” and other socially deprived group of specific community. These dalits can be called as
underprivileged of their primary rights of schooling, ownership of property and a right to equality.
These Dalit writers contributed a lot to Dalit Literature which resulted in a voice to all those
marginalized groups, which tolerated social discrimination and mistreatment for a long time. Dalit
Literature throws light on the liberation of Dalits from this everlasting burden of social slavery.
Therefore, these dalits writers use their literary work as a medium to express their annoyance
against the varied societal hierarchy which resulted in social degradation. After a long span of
time they have become aware of their own social identity as an individual.

Keywords: communal group, socially deprived, Social marginalisation etc.
Introduction

Dalit perception and self-consciousness about their individuality has been fundamentally
centred in diverse vivacious and varied artistic scripts and is in addition extensively much-
admired in the writings of Arun Kamble, Shantabai Kamble, Raja Dhale, Namdev Dhasal, Daya
Pawar, Laxman Mane, Sharankumar Limbale, Bhau Panchbhai, Narendra Jadhav, Urmila Pawar
and in numerous writers. The sufferings stand for these Dalit authors is not that of particular
personality but for the entire exiled social group. The chief apprehension of study is to illustrate
how Dalit authors break the stillness of the surroundings of the unheard mistreatment in the

society of these Dalits in our realm with the help of their literary works, and it also shows how
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Dalit Literary work has develop into a medium of angry outburst of these stifled influences. This
study creates an effort to realize the idea and expressions of these Dalits writers and their
expedition from speechless and unreceptive matter of their history to self-realisation. The research
study will attempt to make a study of the expansion of Dalit Literary works through its effects on
our societal surroundings, social situation of Dalit in our nation, and how these authors create
their own history.

Self awareness in socially deprived class: ‘Dalit’ is a word taken from Sanskrit language
which means undeveloped, down trodden, broken. ‘Scheduled Castes” and Scheduled Tribes’ are
the phrases are authorized terms used by Indian government documents to recognized the
invincible and clans. The term ‘Dalit’ was first formulated by great scholar Dr. B. R. Ambedkar,
however it got its higher popularity most probably in 1970’s as soon as its followers of ‘Dalit
Panther Movement” of Maharashtra state used this concept relating to a constant memento of their
own suffrage of repression which represents dire situation of societal dispossession and
communal exploitation. Recently the distinguished concept called ‘Dalit’ related to the situation
of being ‘outcaste’ in a particular society, since the entire community considered being not
enough worth to be integrated in the traditional classified social class formation.

Dire Situation of Dalit

These outcaste individuals were never considered as a part of social class. Financially and
politically these individuals had no sources of any income source and social position in
government hence inequality having various dimensions its outcome was dire dispossessions led
uncertain about their basic rights and social status, self-esteem. Such circumstances are mainly
found in underprivileged communities in various parts of India since from many centuries.
However these situations prominently remain powerful in its social gradation resulted in suffrage,
inferior place and lack of basic right in social amalgamation. They are always deprived of equal
social grade, basic rights like getting drinking water, to educate themselves and mostly it
combined with unemployment.

Role of Dr.B.R. Ambedkar as a Contributor in Indian History

Many personalities contributed to eradicate untouchability including The Lord Gautama
Buddha well known for his preaching in such dire situation. Dalit liberation movement was
actively participated by many social reformers in 19™ century. Great scholar and educationist

Mahatma Jyotirao Phule, Savitribai Phule contributed a lot for eradicating untouchability.
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Maharshtra contributed many social reformers like Dr. B. R. Ambedkar which later on arranged
numerous reformation movements in it targeted social class for untouchability. His influence was
enormously on these Dalit movements which mainly started in various parts of Indian.
Dr.B.R. Ambedkar led importance to removal of caste, social class degradation, and mistreatment
in society.
Dalit Literature vs Main stream Literature

Lack of basic rights like education resulted in awareness of self consciousness in literary
movement.Since many centuries Dalits remain uneducated which would stimulate and persuade
them to have a appropriate literary movement registering their protest against the domination of
the main stream literature. Indian post-Independence era in which very few individuals of
‘Untouchable’ communities become aware of their illiteracy maintained a contact with modern
education and realized its importance. However this type of literary movements of Dalit literature
got distinction in early 17" century in the home land of Dr.B.R. Ambedkar especially for
oppressed communities. Such literary movements widely spread to the Indian states like M.P,
U.P.,Gujarat, Karnataka, many to name. It’s a literature in which the annoyance and bitterness
against higher society is expressed mainly. Analysis of its study lifts questions about its position
and conditions of the Dalits. Very first poem in Dalit literature well known as Hira Dom, is
believed the first Dalit piece of text. Social movement by Swami Achyutanand and his writings
exposed a record of tyrannical social construction. Dire Dalit veracity is represented through Dalit
literature. This illustration of untouchable communities articulated mainly crossways the caste
believed society; it annihilates the clarity of upper social class. The principal objective of Dalit
Literature is to liberate Dalits from such horrible situation. Concerned Annoyance and its
bitterness of Dalit communities against such terrible social inequity prominently found in the
Dalit Literature. The 1970 year played main role in contributing genre likewise from the main
stream such as poems, stories, memoir and autobiographic writings by Dalit scholars broadly
dealt with themes like identity crisis, self realisation, inequality, social discrimination and revolt.
Currently these marginalised social groups have been conventionally deprived of academic
prosperity. These social groups are revealing the situations in which they have been endured the
inhuman position were forced on them by the upper social class. Dalit Literature posed some
questioned in front of the mainstream literature by upper class in which they confront its

supremacy. This resulted revolt against upper social class in literature by Dalit writers.
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Conclusion
Widely Dalit literature defines itself as a literature of the exploitations and sufferings
disgrace, mourning’s and deprivation, deride, and scarcity faced by marginalised since a long
period of time. Being rejected of these dire conventions and religious standards, these authors are
mainly concerned with self-esteem and identity crisis. Recently Dalit literature dominantly known
as a distinguished branch of the main stream of Indian literature. Dalit literature has attained a
step in which these famous authors have gone beyond their annoyance and bitterness resulted in
discovering and encouraging to achieved empowerment. Many of them have dealt with a gender
based problems mostly it’s been disregarded previously. Especially Dalit female authors are
focusing on their socially attached status in patriarchy structure which subsists inside their own
communal and outer surface settings. Most of them are coherent in themselves are various
formations and their text about repression specially associated with religious connection, social
class and gender rather than caste. Dalit texts are now being so famous is translated into English
language widely.
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21. Gandhi and Women Liberation

Mr. Prashant Vasant Ransure
Assistant Professor, Department of History, Arts, Science and Commerce College Ozar (Mig).

The National Social Conference, founded by Ranade, like the Indian National Congress,
remained largely an urban and middle class affair. B. R. Nanda observes, “The middleclass
leadership, which dominated Indian politics and society at that time, had not yet learnt the idiom
in which to communicate with the masses.”1 This leadership was provided by Mahatma Gandhi
who transformed the reform movement into a revolutionary one by highlighting the role of
women in this transformation. Nanda also says, ,,The emergence of Gandhi was to transform the
political as well as the social scene".

To the English educated elite, his views on non-violence, industrialization, education, sex
and marriage seemed somewhat odd and old fashioned. But these very views, a quarter of a
century after his death have a strangely modem ring.”2 On the status of women Gandhi's views
were not just liberal but radical. Gandhi's image of woman was different from that of any earlier
reformer. Leaders and social reform groups thought in a language that made women look
helpless. They wanted to protect, uplift and bring relief to women.2

On landing in India in 1915, Gandhi realized that millions of people - men and women -
living in more than half a million villages were quite ignorant of the ideology of Swaraj. He
emphatically declared, “Our first attempt should be directed towards awakening in the minds of as
many women as possible a consciousness of their present condition.” Gandhi asserted that
LSwaraj”, would be meaningless without reform of the social structure. Gandhi recognized that
Indian men had been subjugating women for centuries, using them as drudges in the kitchen and
playthings in the bedroom. He knew that men were responsible for the degradation of women,
their exclusion from the world beyond the home, and from education. As Madhu Kishwar states:
“Gandhi realized that the identification of ,,manliness" with violence was likely to lead humanity
to destruction. Men needed to emulate women"s quiet strength and their resistance to injustice
without resorting to violence.”3

Gandhi considered women as individual human beings with full and equal rights for self-
development. A staunch believer in gender equality, Gandhi wrote, “T am uncompromising in the

matter of women"s rights. In my opinion she should labour under no legal disability not suffered
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by man.” He denounced the existing evil customs, which impeded her spiritual growth. He was
trying to instill a sense of self-assertion in women by transforming old symbols. He also made use
of these traditional symbols to convey contemporary socio-political message.

Madhu Kishwar Writes

Sita, Damayanti and Draupadi were the three ideals of Indian womanhood that Gandhi
repeatedly invoked as inspirations for the downtrodden women of India. But the Sita or Draupadi
of Gandhi was not the commonly accepted lifeless stereotype of subservience. They were
symbols versatile enough to incorporate the qualities that he chose to endow them with.

This vision of women's role and personal dignity had nothing in common with the limited
aims of the earlier reformers. Gandhi declared himself “unable to subscribe to the doctrine of the
infallibility of ancient law-givers,” By opening the gates to women's political participation,
Gandhi facilitated the acceptance of the women's cause by the nationalists. The sudden and
massive entry of women into Satyagraha in 1930 opened up for them opportunities which could
not be denied again. Participation in public life raised their prestige and status. They gave up their
religious and caste prejudices in the process. Gandhi called upon women to take the responsibility
not just for changing their own situation but that of the society at large. He urged, “The economic
and moral solution of India thus rests mainly with you.”4

It is true that at times Gandhi adopted a traditional approach to solve many of the women's
problems. But he wanted to take women to a larger struggle, a struggle for the liberation and
reconstruction of the nation. He spread the message of charkha and khadi through women. Gandhi
stated, “I swear by this form of swadeshi, because through it I can provide work to the semi-
starved and semi-employed women of India. My idea is to get these women to spin yam and
clothe the people of India with khadi woven out of it.” Due to the colonial impact millions of
Indian women lost their means of subsistence. Naturally they responded to Gandhi“s appeal. For
the middle class women the charka would supplement the income of the family and poor women
could earn their livelihood by spinning, and the educated and rich were expected to take to
spinning as a duty. Madhu Kishwar writes :

The programmes of action undertaken as part of non-violent Satyagraha were such that
women would not feel limited or unequal to men, as they inevitably do when sheer muscle power
or capacity for inflicting violence are to determine the outcome of a struggle. When used
consciously and collectively this form of non-violence could put them highest weapons to

shame.5
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Gandhi helped the entity of women into public life without making them assume a
competitive posture vis-a-vis man. So he kept reminding them, “It is the privilege of
Congressmen to give the women of India a lifting hand... It is up to Congressmen to see that they
enable the women to realize their full status and play their part as equals of men.” Gandhi and his
movement had a tremendous uplifting impact on women. They were instilled with self-
confidence, initiative and a sense of moral courage and fearlessness. they were convinced about
the importance of improving their economic and social life. Towards the end of the second decade
of the twentieth century, there were a large number of educated, able, energetic women who were
competent to organize themselves and fight their own battles. Women's movement participants
were drawn from urban educated families.6

Most important of all, Gandhi wanted women to learn the primary right of resistance. He
declared, “so long as women in India do not take equal participation with men in the affairs of the
world and in religious and political matters we shall not see India's star rising.”” Women were
involved in many aspects of Gandhi's Constructive Programme, like ,.Shanti Sena“, the Peace
Army. Gandhi hoped that ultimately armed conflict would be replaced by women and men who
intervene in a wide range of social conflicts. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya was the first to join a
women's brigade and she became a key organizer in villages throughout India. Gandhi believed
that women's unpaid labour in the home needed to be shared equally by men. He wrote a primer
for children in which he said that sons must be taught to do homework. He maintained, “To me
the domestic slavery of women is a symbol of our barbarism... Domestic work ought not to take
the whole of awoman's time.”7

Gandhi tried to spiritualize the political process. According to Sarojini Naidu women's
work was the spiritual reform of the world. Many women of the Indian nationalist era found their
spiritual home in Satyagraha. Margaret Cousins wrote of the Satyagraha Movement, “men and
women acted as souls not as sexes. Soul force was their weapon and safeguard.” Gandhi found
equality in each person's spiritual nature. Gandhi and a number of women favoured celibacy as an
integral part of their spirituality. Brahmacharya meant mastering one's senses in the service of
self-realization.

Some of the ideas advocated by Gandhi, relating to the role of women, were similar to
those of the leading feminist movements. The large number of feminist groups like Stri Mukti
Sangathana and Shramika Sangathana that emerged in the 1970s and 80s with specific aims and
objectives began to search for traditional models for their ideological support. His call to parents

not to keep their daughters ignorant and illiterate and bring them up only for the purpose of
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marriage and to girls to get education and to remain unmarried and to be economically
independent shows his belief in equality of the sexes.8

The answer to women's dilemma, Gandhi said, would be found not in imitating the
manners of the West but in conserving the best that was in Indian culture and rejecting what was
base and degrading. Gandhi urged women to ... refuse to believe in the modem teaching that
everything is determined and regulated by the sex impulse.” He warned women against copying
men's ways. He said, “..if educated women give up copying the ways of men and think
independently about the important questions affecting their sex, we shall find it quite easy to
solve many difficult problem.’

Gandhi is against modern trend of woman competing with man in every sphere and holds
women more suited to domestic work. He accorded equal importance and prestige to all honest
roles involving discharge of duties.

He found women embodiments of these qualities and he rated them higher than men for
that. Hence he did not want women to forgo that quality but to raise it to a higher level and he
advocated the same for men.9

Gandhi's assertion on women"s capacity for self-sacrifice and suffering is criticized by
modem feminists. Feminists like Madhu Kishwar, Tanika Sarkar and Sujata Patel point out that
Gandhi had age-old patriarchal bias in his attitude towards women. They conclude that the
movement failed to make any change to the institution of patriarchy. Madhu Kishwar is of the
opinion that “The capacity for silent suffering, which Gandhi idealized was infact one of the key
symptoms of her subordination.”10 Sujata Patel criticizes Gandhi“s claim that women were
biologically suited to life in the home than working outside it for wages. She holds, “his
understanding in these respects was that of an upper caste and middle class male whose ideal
woman was cloistered in the home.” As Richard Johnson notes, “The image of the new women
that he wanted to create was deeply influenced and coloured by the kind of cultural and emotional
environment in which he grew up.” But Gandhi wanted to preserve what is good and discard what
is bad in the ancient heritage. He tried to balance tradition with modernity. If the emerging picture
is not one of a revolutionary restructuring of women"“s position, this is because Gandhi
represented the essence of his times, along with its limitations. 11

Gandhi firmly believed that realization of one"s inner strength was essential to free oneself
from subservience to man or any power on earth. Nehru has rightly said “Like an alchemist he
transformed the very nature of Indian people and marched them towards the integrated

emancipation of women and nation.”

ENGLISH PART — 11 / Peer Reviewed Refereed and UGC Listed Journal No. : 40776 132



VOLUME - IX, ISSUE - II - APRIL - JUNE - 2020
AJANTA - ISSN 2277 - §730 - IMPACT FACTOR - 6.399 (www.sjifactor.com)

Gandhi is one of the few leaders whose practice was far more radical than the words he

used for describing it. However Gandhi's impact and influence lies in the fact that he helped

women find a new dignity in public life, a new confidence and a consciousness that they could

themselves act against oppression.
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ABSTRACT

Indian Civilization is the conglomeration of various ethnic traditions; Years of amalgamation and change have led Indian
civilization to have, diversity of culture religion, language, and caste groups. Indian Civilization is the conglomeration of
various ethnic traditions; Years of amalgamation and change have led Indian civilization to have diversity of culture
religion, language, and caste groups.* The social reform movements, tried for the emancipation of these low caste people,
before coming of these social reformers, many of the low caste people had chosen to come out from the caste system is by
getting religious conversion, getting converted either to Christianity or to Islam, prior to these social reformers the saints
like Kabir, Ravidas, Namdev, like wise and many other fought for the abolition of the caste system and emancipate the low
caste from the social bondages.? The other way for the untouchables was to get converted to either Islam or to Christianity,
this was to get rid of the bondages of the humiliations of the caste system, but the conversion was not confined to the
weaker sections, but in the medieval period too many people got converted to Islam or Christianity either by force or by
their will. Jyotiba Phule was though born in Hindu religion in backward caste family, was earlier was not against
Hinduism, but some encounter with the Brahminical arrogance shaped the outlook of the Jyotiba Phule towards Hinduism,
Jyotiba Phule was insulted by Brahmin for his audacity in joining a Brahmin marriage procession.® To fight against the
Brahmanism, Phule viewed the unity among the Sudras and the Adi-Shudras is necessary Phule, Phule wanted basic

changes in the society. Instead of fighting against the caste
KEYWORDS: Satya Shodhaak Samaj, Neo-Buddhism, Social Awakening
INTRODUCTION

constitute, and fighting against the overwhelming power of the majority, the lower caste should find their own path outside
the Brahminical fold, and form a new society, on the principles of equity and casteless, rationality and justice. Phule
identifies that the Brahmanas, were very apprehensive regarding their social status and position, that the reason, they made
themselves, Bhudev (God of the Earth) in his book Shetkaryanche Asuda Phule has written about this even Phule was the
first to decode the myths, the myth of King Baliraja. By interpreting and decoding the myth, Phule wants to make the
people aware, that how the Brahmanas have fooled the people over the years.* The Brahmins did provide justice to the
people in everyday matters, but also let them appropriate a position more dignified than that of belongings. Phule's attack

on Brahmanism was unbending. Jyotiba Phule understood that the roots of Brahminical supremacy and privileges lies in
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the Scriptures like the Smritis, Shastras, Puranas like Brahminical text, and these text works and the caste system were
created to exploit the lower castes. Jyotiba Phule also interpreted sacred religious literature and attacked the Brahminical
scriptures and Puranas, revolted against priest-craft and the caste system and launched social movement for the liberation
of Sudras, Ati-Sudras and women.® Phule realized that the hold of religious tradition and customs on the people derived
from the wide-ranging integration of Hindu religious literature into the popular culture and oral traditions. Thus, to bring
the awakening in the society, Jyotiba Phule started propagating his views, through various means like speaking in the
public meeting, starting the school for the girls and for the untouchables, speaking to the people regarding the importance
of education for eradication of the ignorance and unawareness among the people and encouraging the lower castes to
educate their children, and to change themselves from following the evil customs, wicked predispositions and crafty
precepts imposed on them in the name of God by Brahmin priests.® Jotirao tried to unite his followers and workers, so that
they might integrate his rational ideas and bring them into effect. It was his aim to show the government how the peasants
and other laboring sections of society were being exploited by the upper castes. Jyotiba Phule knew very well knew that the
upper castes, especially the Brahmins, would not easily give up their supremacy. There was no question of their expecting
that the Brahmanas will have any mercy or willingness to give Social, economic and political rights to the peasants and
toiling masses, as these masses had no strength and organization behind them. Soon, he decided to set up an organization to
propagate his ideology which he named as ‘Satya Shodhak Samaj’ for that reason, Jyotiba Phule arranged a meeting on 24
September 1873 for all his followers at Poona. In this meeting Phule made the people understand the need of the central
institution, which will provide path for the movement. After few meetings and gatherings with the people, finally it was
decided to awaken and enlighten the masses, and to free them, from the clutches of the Brahmanism, a new society to be
formed named as the Satya Shodhak Samaj (Truth Seeking Society). The main objective of the Samaj emancipated the
Sudras, Women and Ati-Sudras.?

The Chief Principles of Satya Sodhak Samaj Were Stated as Follows:
e All men are the children of God, who is thus their parent.

e As there is, no necessity of an intermediary to approach one's mother or to please one's father, there is no need of
an intermediary such as a priest or a preceptor to enable the devotee to offer prayers to God. (Anyone accepting

these principles qualified to be member of the Satya Sodhak Samaj.
e To spread truth and right thinking among people, make them aware about their rights and social problems.
e To overcome ignorance and became aware and give importance to education

e To make diligent effort to spread education among women and children, and to educate the farmers and train them

to make use of Science and new technology in farming, and Agricultural implementation.
e To save Sudras and Ati-Sudras from long and sustained slavery.
e To make the Sudras and Ati-Sudras aware of their rights.

e To enable them to come out of influence of the Hindu texts.

To promote unity and brotherhood among Sudras and Ati-Sudras.

To fight against domination, exploitation and inequality in society.®
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e  To make an ideal society which will have faith in one god, also there should be no intermediary between man and god,

and no distinction to be made on the basis of birth, every man to be judged by his qualities and not by caste.

e  Phule in his Satya Shodhak Samaj, invited people from all the caste, class and gender, there was no
discrimination on basis of caste, people of various castes were members of the satya Shodhak Samaj like Mahar,
Mang, Kunbi Maratha, Maratha, Brahmin, even Jews and Muslims were part of this Samaj. The Samaj
emphasized on education for the people, dislodging Brahmin priests from the position they held in the religious

field, and freeing people from the belief in astrology and idol worship.

. Phule tried to bring all labouring classes under an umbrella organization to wage a morality-driven and
knowledge-based struggle against falsehood. While rejecting the notions of high and low, pure and polluted,

inhuman, aggressive and oppressive nature of Brahmanism, ‘Phule preached his idea of universal brotherhood.™

. By spreading education Phule want to lead society towards Cultural Revolution. One aspect of his rationalism
can be seen in the Satya Sodhak Samaj with its primary emphasis on truth seeking. It is most significant in this
context as truth seeking was seen as a quest guided by the individual's own reason, not by the dictates of any

religious guru authoritative text.

e Socio-religious contributor, Phule established the Samaj with the aim of securing social justice for the weaker sections

of the society. He set up a number of schools and orphanages for the children and women belonging to all castes.*
. Phule collected money for the establishment of schools for Mahar and Mang children.

. He called for applications from students for scholarships and granted scholarships to ten students which was

greatly appreciated and applauded by the non-brahmins.

e  The Samaj made serious efforts to admit a few non-brahmin poor students in engineering college in free seats.

The Samaj set up the first schools for girls and untouchables.*?

. Phule collected money from contractors and surgeons and they promised to stop spending money on feasts to
Brahmins and donated the money to the Samaj for the promotion of education. Phule next turned his attention to
the religious aspect of the mission of his Samaj. He decided to solemnize marriage ceremonies according to rules
and resolutions of the Samaj. The main features of the marriage ceremony are that the bride and the bridegroom
declare their allegiance and take vows composed according to the Samaj. The guests bless the couple. The Hindu
marriage ceremony was performed without a Brahmin priest. Regarding the marriage of widows and child
marriages, Phule questioned and criticized so- called social reformers like M.G. Ranade, Lokahitavadi Gopalrao

Desmukh.*®

e Manu treats women as Sudras or Dasas irrespective of their caste and varna. Phule was convinced that the family

system must be reformed altogether. Phule opened orphanages for children and maternity homes for women.**

e According to Phule, the performance of any religious ceremony by a Brahmin priest for a member of another
caste, expresses in a concrete form the relations of purity between them which makeup the basis for Hindi
religious hierarchy. It is the Brahmin priest alone who in his ritual purity has the power to mediate between the

human world and that of the high gods, and so it is he who controls the entre of Divine power in the world. For
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this reason, Phule felt that the employment of Brahmin priests negated the very principle upon which he hoped a
community of the lower castes would be based. Samaj actively encouraged marriages without Brahmin priests.
Thus, the Samaj assumed a vital role as the ideological conscience of those who identified themselves with the

lower castes,

Whether they belonged to the Samaj or to one of the numerous other groups working for the uplift of the lower
castes. The Samaj supported the Arya Samaj in its social activities.'®

Economic Contribution Under the leadership of Narayana Meghaji and Lokande, the Indian labour movement
valiantly fought for the amelioration of the lot of the millhands. The Indian labour movement in its early stage
was to some extent an offshoot of the Samaj. The Samaj voiced the grievances of both the peasants and the mill
hands. The whole movement laid a certain emphasis on economic between betterment and social justice and also
aimed to stop exploitation through religious rituals and social customs. Din Bandhu Sarvajanik Sabha was
established in May 1884 by Krishnarao Bhalekar with the help of Jotirao. They met every Sunday to discuss

social problems, and non-brahmin leaders addressed the meeting at Dr. Sadoba Gavadi's residence.
The Samaj also collected money and sent it to Ahmadabad flood victims.

Literacy Contribution Phule wrote many books on social problems on behalf of the Satya Shodhak Samaj. The
Samaj organized essay-writing and elocution competitions on social problems and distributed prizes to promote

awareness on these issues among the weaker sections.

The Samaj worked for the spread of education with the help of journals like Satya Dipika, Subodha Patrika and
Dyana Prakash.

While reviewing the work undertaken by the Samaj, Vividhadnyan Vistar praised its role and it activities in
different fields.

Jotirao wrote many articles in the Din Bandhu on a variety of subjects, and then his lieutenants propagated those

subjects in their villages and towns.

Deenbandhu the mouthpiece of Satya Shodhak Samaj played an important role in Satya Shodhak Samaj

movements.*®

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar's views on Hindu Religion and Neo-Buddhism is well known. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar born in lowest

strata of Indian society and had faced social ostracism and degrading treatment very early in his life made him conscious

of the inequality imposed on weaker sections by upper caste Hindus in the name of religion.

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar asserted that discrimination was a byproduct of the caste system; hence the system had to be
done away with. He noted with pain that inequality and hatred were the main doctrines of Brahmanism and the
suppression of lower sections was carried out without remorse by the Brahmins, as then bounden duty. In every
sphere, it was the Brahmins who enjoyed privileges like education, acquiring property and holding high posts in
government services while the poor, downtrodden and the most oppressed classes of the so-called untouchables
were denied every basic facility and accepted it as their inescapable fate. Dr Ambedkar that a religion which

discriminates between its followers, is and treats millions of adherents worse than dogs and criminals, and inflicts
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upon them insufferable disabilities, is no religion at all. Religion is not the appellation for such an unjust order.

e  The most frequently quoted line from Ambedkar is 'in his [Buddha's] opinion, nothing was infallible and nothing
could be final. Everything must be open to re- examination and re-consideration whenever grounds for re-
examination and re- consideration arise and believe only in those doctrines which you have scrutinized and of

which you are totally convinced.

e  According to Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, man cannot live by read alone. He wants self-respect which is denied under
Hinduism. Untouchables have discovered that conversion helps them as they will no longer be subjected to

atrocities. Conversion to other religions enables the untouchables to gain dignity and self- respect

e While addressing a mass crowd at the All-Bombay District Mahar Conference in May 30-31, 1956 headed by
B.S. Venkatrao, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar questioned his people about their religious life, and put forth his

understanding of caste and conversion.

e Dr. B.R. Ambedkar prescribed 22 vows to his followers during the historic religious conversion to Buddhism on
15 October 1956 at Deeksha Bhoomi, Nagpur.

e These vows could liberate converts from superstitions, wasteful and meaningless rituals, which had led to
pauperization of masses and enrichment of upper castes of Hindus. Many Dalits employ the term "Ambedkarite
Buddhism™ to design the Buddhist movement, which started with Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar's conversion and

many converted people called themselves as '‘Nava- Bauddha' i.e., New Buddhists.

e Socio-Religious contribution it may be relevant to consider as to what has been the impact of Buddhism on its
new adherents, the people who responded to the clarion call given by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar when he embraced
Buddhism. They have got rid of their inferiority complex. They have a fresh sense of identity and a newly
acquired confidence. What is more, the youth them have shed the old superstitions that had crammed their
existence and have adopted a more rational view of life; and there is a new cultural and social renaissance which
has transformed Buddhist youth. They no longer believe in pre-ordained fate or in any of the ancient rituals. They
believe that only hard work, education and a rational approach can bring progress. Compared to high caste Hindu

youth, their attitude seems to be firm, progressive and scientific.

e  They follow different (different from Hinduism) rituals at the events of birth, marriage and death, have different
prayers and Viharas, rather than Temples. That this difference, for them, is an indication of them not being
Hindus. They assert that as Buddhist they have arrived at a separate identity. For in Hinduism they had no
identity; now as Buddhists they look upon themselves with self- respect feel confident and capable of self-

enhancement. They feel that conversion to Buddhism means the total rejection of Hinduism and the caste system.

e  Economic contribution - As far as the economic status is concerned; there is a change among the newly educated
Buddhists. By and large, they have remained economically at the same level at which they were before
conversion. But the radical transition from blind faith to rationalism has given rise to tremendous hunger for
education and knowledge among the Buddhist youth. This holds the key to their economic progress and has
resulted in some betterment.*’
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Political contribution - The Republic Party of India (RPI) was founded by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar in 1955, on the
principles of liberty, equality, and fraternity. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar aimed to unify different untouchable
communities in a politically powerful group. This aim was never accomplished. With the help of the All India
Backward and Minority Committee's Employees Federation (BAMCEF) Kanshi Ram hoped together and unite
the scheduled castes and tribes and other backward classes and the religious minorities.** The BAMCERF is voice
heard and to make the indigenous people revolt against the 'Aryan' invaders to fight Brahmanism, and defend the
explained masses. Hindus nationalists from the RSS and the BJP are the targets of much criticism and all
arguments revolve around the terror of the upper castes. The Dalit movement was launched in April 1972 at
Bombay with a manifesto to combat the growing atrocities against the scheduled castes in the rural areas. The
most fundamental factor responsible for the rise of the Dalit Panther movement was the repression and terror
under which the oppressed scheduled castes continued to live in the rural areas. It has become the hallmark of the
Bahujan leadership in Indian polity also as it has established itself as a national political party. A major section of
the Bahujan leadership led by the BSP has propounded a new identity for the weaker sections and that is the
Bahujan which of course is inclusive of the lower strata of the OBCs, and the Muslims which no doubt are poor
and laboring masses. It has repeatedly avowed that caste, as a form of descent-based discrimination, falls within
the definition of racial Discrimination under Article-15(1), of the international convention on the elimination of
all forms of racial discrimination. The Literary Contribution Most of the Dalit writers belong to the neo-Buddhist
community. Young writers like Daya Pawar, Shankar Rao Kharat, Keshav Meshram, Yeshwanth Manohar, Hira
Bansode, Kumud Pawde and Namdeo Dhasal protested against oppression by the superior castes in their writings.
In all their writings, in varying degrees of explicitness, there runs sentiment of revolt against the forces of
oppression, and assertion of the right to a decent and dignified life. Various magazines and journals are being
published by Neo-Buddhists like Dhammamegha, Buddhayana Yuga, Udbodhana, The Bahujan Voice, and

Mulnivasi Times"°

Both the social reformers, new that the religion is the essence of every being, and if that religion, is stagnant,

suppressive, Non-Humanistic and immersed in evil practices will not liberate the individual and at large the society, the

religion is to be based on rationality thus both the Sarvajanik Satya Dharma as well as the Neo- Buddhism (Nav-

Baudhayana) believed in rationality, and discarded the evil and traditional religion, this was in order to make a awakened

society.
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1 In Freedom Movement Of India

t Ransure
erce and Science College,

Women's Participatio
Mr. Prashant Vasan
Assistant Professor in History ,MVP Samaj's Art's Comm

Tryambakesh

e, the imellectualsconstrued lndiars.lfreid;l:lL:Wg a

difference points of view. In the colonial India some scholar;l]eauc:;r:n .'::-3 ; % .” 5

Gangadhar Tilak, A.C. Majumdar, Pattabhi Sitaramayal(-’ i"“’ft‘:“ :uch <o B.R. Nands
: PERY lemented by others 3

had come with their writings and later on supp Majumdar etc. Their works throw

Prasad, AmleshTripathi, Tara Chand, NilkhantShastri, R. C '
3 . £} * Of the nﬂtl
on the nationalist historiography of freedom struggle of I_ndla' ot p‘ropoﬂl:n:i fhre modesiil
approa(:h.' these scholars and leaders came out with an effective conception tha

struggle in India developed as a unified and collective opposition based on national feelin
whole against the British colonial rule. ; :

The nationalist historiography was developed by the English educated class which a
product of new educational institutions emerged during the second half °f_‘9t.h ccntur'y. T-he oty
middle class played an important role in the creations of several orgamsatlo.ns “"hf'::h Inst:
national sentiments in India. The nationalist school, however, has been criticised with an ar;
that it uncritically emphasised the glories of the past. Besides, it also overlooked the 1'013. o
social groups in the freedom movement.’Moreover the unavoidable aspect of women's partici
the movement has also been left without addressed. Both of the schools viz. the Cambrid
nationalist share similar view points at least on two aspects. One that the Indian elite led the pe
the struggle and the second one is that the aspect of women's participation in this long lasting st
is almost missing in both of the historiography.” It seems that their interest rested somew.
otherwise such a vast account of women organisations which were involved in nationalist po
from the middle of 19th century and sufficiently addressed women issues would have certain!
examined in their discourse in regard to women's contribution. Further, there were many ins
that shed adequate light on the participation of women in the national movement by various ty]
their activities, ¢ be it their passive role as mothers, sister and wives or active participation thr
Gandhian Constructive Programme or overt revolutionary activities against colonial rule.

The present work aims at understanding the contribution of all sections of women towa
freedom struggle of India in accordance with the nationalist approach.
Women in Pre-Gandhian Movement:-

From the beginning of Indian National congress, its membership was open to women
Octavian Hume even went ahead asking all shades of opinion never to forget that unless the elev
of the female elément of the nation proceeded (with an equal place) with their work, all their
for the politicalempowerment of the country would prove futile. For the first time, ten women
attended the fourth session of the Congress at Bombay in 1889 A.D. were also from Bomb
Calcutta, Among them, the prominent women were SwarnaKumari Devi, sister of Rabind
Tagore, and Pandita Ramabai, an Arya Samajist of Poona.” The former being an progressive
had already started SakhiSamitiin 1886 A.D, to foster among Indian women an active and &
interest in the welfare of the country whereas the latter one had the honor of being the first wo
speak from the congress platform where she also proposed a vote of thanks to the Pre
PherozeshahMahta. ;
: S'arla pevi Chaudhurani, daughter of SwarnaKumari, who was to take an active pa
in the naﬂonallqsl'movemem in the years to compose a song urging the people to different provin
the couniry to join the freedom struggle. The proceedings of the 1902 A D. session of the

Soon after India got independenc
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i hmedabad commenced with the singing of the Natiae = H
I‘:‘ cister ShardaMehta, The decision for the pmm“':::';}"?:ﬂ;\m =2 le? Vldya P
20 July, 1905 A.D. first time spurred the common people im?::;;w”‘ iry:::"i |
smportant to note that about 500 women held 4 meeting ag Jlni&nlwﬂm ’mﬂmﬁucfzﬁm;m ¢
(o protest against the partition, In Scplem}mr 1905 A.D, whet ':::‘di vm.“ thom, 1t wiis

district of Moy
Vi i ] W ' A Shckiky d,
plan for nhwwm:: _R":.h”?l““:”mn on the "partition duy" L, 18 Nath Tagore stinounc :i“
i sufficient number. Similarly, women ulso observed "nop. * Women'y tively took part

qunder Trivedi who asked them to be part of political mBch.:: :;”" B8 BugRested by Romendra
Ihereafter, the notion of boycotting of British Bo0ds in genert thout Overlooking household
manchester and other British centers in particular gs propounded “::d foreign cloths made In
verma who also published the same idea in his own Journal Indian Sbclo(;““oﬂﬂy Shyamji Krishna
Not only this, he even laid importance that economic refuse g 4 fike wegq Wf In October 190541,
nation against a powerful armed foreign government, the o Pon of a weak and unarmed

. : wou mi A
movement, in the way, started with boycott of foreign and was 80 4 commit no evils, The

i on w
person using British goods. As a consequent, Swaraj, Swadeshi and N H:lMd wm:r;?b:cwma;:
ational Educ ame

Jogans of the nationalists, Sister Nivedita who was also a e

voungmen and women visited the court in 1907 A.D.gx '::! ?t:n? ::r:';m;:‘;“":e;za :an:t
l!]uqurn(lr;lN;tlh[)ull. youngest brother of Swami Vivekanand, who was arrested for sedition as editor
of Yugantar.

The Punjabi ?vomcn'did flOl lag behind in making their contribution during the nationsl
movement. Smt. Sushila Devi of Sialkot was the first lady who delivered a series of lectures in which
she criticized the governmental policies. Smt. Purani, a prominent Arya Samajist of Hissar, toured
various districts of Punjab for the advocacy of the cause of Swadeshi, Another woman Har Devi (wife
of Roshan Lai, Barrister of Lahore) was a social worker and editor of a Hindi magazine. The Bharat
Bhaginialso joined the rank of the political workers. She not only took the accountability of arranging
meetings for revolutionaries but also of fund collection for their multiple activities. The involvement
of women in Swadeshimovement was also affirmed by Mrs. Ramsay Macdonald who visited India at
that time. The women entered into agitational politics only after the First World War. This was made
possible only by a new woman’s organisations and the recruitment of women to existing political
organisation. The entry of Mrs. Annie Besant to Indian politics in 1914 A.D,, her elevation to
President-Ship of Congress and Women's India Associationenhanced the process of bringing women
nto national politics.*Her activities were seen as threat to the government and she was asked (o leave
the country. i j

Sarojini Naidu, being the first Indian woman to make politics her full time accupation, was
infact, drawn into the vortex of politics by Gopal KrishanGokhle whom she considered her Guru. It
was on his encouragement that she had joined congress. On December 1951A.D. .h.e nﬁndr:
congress session at Bombay as a UnitedProvinces delegate whereat she ww o mmlmmﬂn ,:nd
government. Further, as a2 member of Home Rule League she led a mmum of wor'mn o Rngt :

i : ; and Miss MthanArdeshir Tata, Edwin
onsisting of Annie Besant, Mrs. HerabaiArdesher Tata o, asking for voting
Montagu as members.They presented 4 memorandum (o the British Governme

lor women rights,

Women i‘n Ga‘ndhlm': Mu'vemen't:- int in India's struggle for freedom. After a

Gandhi's arrival in India was @& turning poin brought them to Congress, as an
conditional support given to Muslims in Khilafatmovement, he 4 taunched by him on
s sl j ahmaovement for first time W ¥

strumental, for Hindu-Muslim unity, TheSatyagra Bills by the British Government which

Oth April 1919 A.D. The passing of the W"’“;ﬁ:wm.mm,wm in fact, responsible for the

Nilkanih a:;:!

aimed at prohibiting public protest and suspendin was based on six points namely:i) boycol
launching of Non-CooperationMovement. The movement WA : an—Ty -

45 lwe"“"”'Www, e il - B
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L —— . tice: (i) DOYED
i administering Justice: boycott
of law court by lawyers and to set up pqpulartrlbunals for a e

aklishment,
schooland college owned or aided by the government, and thf:esl;llitlilt‘:es i Boyont of Brifish
institutions; (iii)boycott of elections; (iv) surender of honours an

and encouragement of Swadeshi;and (Vi) a temperance s 45 :;: ‘:,.:gﬁ:glz :;Oéi"ff’;?:fi
invited the women to join Non- Cooperation Movement. A.ddressmg pe the collection of Tilak ’
of the country, he also appealed to women to donate their jewellery f{?r cd said that as Sitadid
Fund. In his speeches he compared the British rule to Ravana:raj)’aan i e

cooperate with Rauana, so the Indian people must not cogperaw i o

i in two v
i ther changed perspective of women il tWo
o i i . e ipftan arkf,d their successful and decisive |

the history of freedom struggle of India. Firstly, they m: o %
along with the changing concept of "Women uplift" to “"equal nght w1t'h ‘tha.t Ofb:“‘_"“ and se

they joined the movement in a massive participation. The launching o.f i d:s-o R -' s
under the ideology and leadership of Gandhiji was to be primarily carried out thh?ut pamctes
women in it. The women of the country in general and within Congress took it embanasm

happened so as they had already reached to such a level of awakening in rfagard to the right ofl
through the continuous efforts made by some prominent and djfnam]c women leaders, .
foregoing decade, like Annie Besant, Sarojini Naidu, Kamla Devi Chattopadhyaya, Basan

Urmila Devi, Rameshwari Nehru, HemprabhaMajumdar and Bee Arrllnan, etc.
It is significant to note that at the beginning of Civil | Disobedience Movement, Gandt
on that the participation of women mi

not allow women to join it. He was of the opini :
considered weakness. But the women who were already charged with the new concept of equal

arose to the resentment. Margaret Cousin even addressed through a letter of their protest to Gand
these stirring critical days of India’s destiny, there should be no watertight compartments of k
Further, women even went ahead while demanding that “no conference, no Congress Or COIl mi
dealing with the welfare of India should be held without the presence on them of their kind.
leaving Sabarmati on March 12, 1930 A.D., he did not include any woman in the group of mal
of the satyagrah as already determined. The women at his Ashram were disappointed as he took
four or five with him as he had replied there would be time enough for that.Khursh
granddaughter of DadabhaiNaoroji, wrote an angry letter to Gandhi asking him why he was
allowing women to jointhe DandiMarch. Mridula Sarabhai, and then a student of Gujarat Vid yaps
even ignoring the instruction of Gandhi jumped into the struggle, despite Principal Kaka K '
order not to do so. Consequently, both these young women were arrested at Ahmedabad. After
arrest of Gandhiji and Abbas Tyabji in Salt Satyagraha, Sarojini Naidu assumed the leadership
Dharsana, the scene for the mass breaking of the salt laws."

On returning to India after attending Round Table Conference in London Gandhi was &
arrested on 4 January, 1932 A.D. He was confined in Poona Jail, while setting aside Ge dhi-Ir
Pact by Lord Willingdon who had joined as successor of Lord Irwin. The reception committee |
Congress was also declared unlawful by the government. Sarojini Naidu, a true Gandhian,
shouldered the responsibility to respond against the attitude of British Government. In fact, it
her duty to perform on becoming as acting President of Congress in the same year. She not only
a call to hold the session of the Congress in order to start the movement again, but she was a
on 20" October 1932 A.D. and later,"” she was sentenced to one year's imprisonment for her ac
against the British government. ' '

Kamla Devi contined to prepare students and youth by addressing their meetings
conferences, She, being Vice Chairman of the Bombay Youth League, presided over the st
conference at Lahore in October 1931 AD, Whilespeaking on such occasion; she e
edqcanon system. She said, “It is a frame that ill fits us for it is cast in a sinister mould us
deliberate manner,”Besides salt satyagraha, the other programme, were also taken up by

a6 IWebsiu-w.ww.aadharswialm Email - aadharsocial @ gmail.com.
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‘_,\w—;:mmwers of Gandhiji. The credit of picketing j g o
L ;‘k.a\' mghwhich was formed by Hansa Mehta
Sevikasar

ed and others. Th!il‘plem::'my £0es to the Des
sovernment had to declare }t ll!egull.'fhe acknowledgiment t0 some o "'r?-‘wﬁ 80 effeetive that the
® edom fighter whose clontr.l-!)utlon in no way Was less importan ﬂww:&}‘:!f imp(‘man‘t woren
Out of them were JaishriRaiji, Hanfsa Mehta, P‘enn Captain, Soﬁ‘s‘mﬂﬂs Lilav m“;& n this re.gmd.
patel and Khurshedbhen who-prommently participated in Cjvij DiMm M : lmsﬁi, Manibhen
ArunaAsaf Ali also informs about the activities of Des smwmg&;;";ﬁ‘lm '
quite decisive not onlyin creating favorable opinion among the masses byt ale: ek‘:gay wh;::h ey
ways. Two Women organisations viz."All Tndia Womey Conference the ogg) prrse m?:’z
Hindustan Seva Dal were quite active in Madras region during the ciyii di!ﬁbedienéecmove it

Besides, the VanarSena, which was originally started in Bombay by Shrilohg

lecague Leaders, also did not lag behind in multi-playing its rark i A mﬂt:: ;T:m
DurgabaiDesmukh was another eminent woman the southern regions where she accelerated her
activities during the Salt Satyagraha as she was already active in politics since 19214 . wher she
was merely a child.Campaign for salt sSatyagrahain Bengal was mainly led by Laf

banner of MahilaRashtryaSanghfounded by herself

tikaGhosal under the
With the help of Subhash Chandra Boge !5
The most important issue of women was their

suffrage taken up by Women's Indian
Association (WIA) founded in Madras in 1917 AD, by three theosophist women namely Annie
Besant, Dorothy Jinarajadasa and Margaret Cousins.Besides opening of new branches in other cities,
their Theosophical Society took a lead in forming the new associations for the well-being of their lot.
The establishment of the All India women’s Conference in 1927 AD. as non-political organisation
showed at most interest in promoting educational opportunities, ' for women and improving their
position through the social and legal reforms.They first of all were interested in the question of
women’s right to vote and were largely responsible for organizing the Suffragette movement
Furthermore, the hardship faced by the women
activities and the degree of silent sacrifice of those who faced ex :
even loosing of their children left no iota of doubt that making a sacrifice for national cause was no
monopoly of the men. So their participation on the equal footin

g is, undoubtedly, praiseworthy in all
the movements started under the official leadership of the Indian National Congress.
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Abstract:

. Thlshll’a?er attempts to explore the study of Role of Women Novelists in Indian English
Llferatl.ll'e- c%lan literature is called “Indo-Anglian” literature which comprises the work of Indian
writers in Engl?sh.‘The.re were the pioneers in the field of Indian Writing in English. Indian Women
wr%tmg m EflghSh is being recognized as major contemporary current issues in English literature. This
article hlghhg:hts role and some of the works produced by women in India over the ages. The majority
of novels written by Indian Women writers reveal the psychological sufferings of the frustrated
homemakers. The last three decades have seen the emergence of prominent feminist in Indian
Literature.  Toru Dutt, Anita Desai, Arundhati Roy, Manju Kapur, Shashi Deshpande, Ashapurna
Devi, Kamala Markandya, Kiran Desai, Nayantara Sahagal are some other women novelists writers t0
be remembered in this connection.

Introduction :

English is a foreign language. A foreign language, like a foreign plant, can grow with great
difficulty on the native soil. Our mother-tongue is like our mother; a foreign language is like a
mother-in-law, a task master. The study of English is both a need and an advantage. This English
language is one of the richest languages in the world, in respect of literature and culture. English
literature includes some of the finest utterances of life and conduct. The English language has given
expression to great social ideas and great political ideas.

The year 1830 stands as a landmark in the history of Indian literature and language. It was the

ear of the announcement of Lord Macaulay’s Minute on the story of English language and literature
y guag
by Indians. The earliest writings of Indians in English were in prose. Raja Rammohan Roy, who did
much pioneering work in Bengali prose. He was also a master of effective English prose. The first
work in English was written by Kashiprasad Ghose. The book was called The Ministrel. Among
those Indians who have made substantial contribution to English poetry the names of Toru Dutt and
Sarojini Naidu.

The Term ‘Indo-Anglian’ Literature : . . _

Indian literature is called “Indo-Anglian™ literature which comprises the work of Indian
writers in English. English is used here either as the literary lingua franca of Indian or as a world
language. The term “Indio-Anglian” is used to denote original literary creation in the English
language by Indians. Today there are a large number of educated Indians who use the English
language as a medium of the creative exploration and expression of their experience of life. Their
writing has now developed into a substantial body of literature in its own right and it’s this literature

which is referred to as “Indo-Anglian” literature.

Early Writers in Indian English Literature :- . | |
The novel. the short story and the drama were practically non-existent in the Indian

languages, before the middle of the century. With th.e introduction of English.in India, there was a
spurt of translations and a number of English classics were soon [ranslat.ed into the many Indian
languages. The Indian writers were inspired by .these translz}txons. ?a‘lnkxfn Cha‘ndra Chatterjee
became the first Indian writer of a novel in English. He published his ‘Rajmohan’s Wife® in 1864.
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was published after her

Tora Dutt’s novel called ‘Bianca’ or ‘The Young Spanish Maiden’ which
h ‘The Persecuted’ was

death in the columns of the ‘Bengal Magazine’. The first Indian play in Englis
written in 1832.

The reality, peculiar to the portrayal
actually holds a truth. Ancient Hindu scriptures,
and the Mahabharata are such sketches. The im
condition gave life to Anglo-Indian Writing. It has a “mystical structure”
factual and the fabulous, sustaining at the same time reality consistently.
Indo-Anglian Writing : It’s Four Stages

There were the pioneers in the fields of Indian writing in English. Their works were largely
imitative of British models. This is early stage (from 1830-1880), The Phase of Imitation. There
were early writers who had mastery over English language. They sowed the seed which was to grow,
flourish and bear fruits in years to come. The second stage is that of Indianisation. It was started with
the works of Toru Dutt in the last Quarter of the 19" century. The third stage began with the opening
of the new century. It is phase of Increasing Indianisation. The Indians writing in English acquire a
national consciousness and write to interpret the mind and heart of India to the West. Fourthly,
individual talent and experimentation mark the works of writers in post-independent India. At
these Indian workers have obtained confidence and strike out along new lines on their own. This
becomes clear, if we trace shortly the development of Indo-Anglian fiction.

Role of Indian Women Novelists in Indian English Literature :

Indian Women writing in English is being recognized as major contemporary current in
English Literature. The likes of Kiran Desai, Arundhati Roy, Anita Desai have won worldwide
acclaim for the quality of their writing. These include the role of English as global lingua franca : the
status and position of English in India. The Indian writers have been writing, not in their native
language but in a foreign language as well as the resultant transcultural character of their texts. Much
of the world’s literature has been dominated by women’s writing more than two centuries ago.

This research article is an attempt to highlight role and some of the works produced by
women in India over the ages. The emergence of the first structure of poetry by women in India could
be attributed to the advent of Buddhism. Buddhism offered women to express their thoughts and ideas
for the first time. There was the rise of Indian women’s literature in the early 6 century BC.

During the 12° century AD there was the medieval Kannada poet, rebel and mystic
Akkamahadevi. Her life and writing challenged the patriarchal dominance of the world at large. She i;
supposed to have wandered naked in search of divinity. She conveyed her understanding of the.Bhakti
tradition and the Hindu idea of rebirth.

The work of Indian Women Writers has been under valued due to patriarchal assumptions. It
wa.s about the superior worth of male experience. The majority of novels written by Indian worn.en
?vn;crs show the psychological sufferings of the frustrated homemakers. They have shown their worth
Ilili [terz til:_j of literature. The last three decade has seen the emergence of prominent feminist in Indian
. .Toru Dutt’s Writings : She is known by her book, ‘The Ancient Ballads and Lecends of
Hindustan.” It contains her few smaller pieces. She was a poet , novelists and translator Shb had
eye for the grandeur of Nature. She had also expressed thoughts about Love, Maya Virt.ue :ndaF ?n
Toru wrote her only English novel Bianca, or The Young Spanish Maiden unpt;blished Sh :le'
wrote a French novel Le Journal de Mademoiselle d’Arvers which published in France i .182; HSo
ideals were to interpret the East to the West. Toru Dutt wrote : “I long to pour immort i et

paeans of perennial truth.” al lays Great

of humans, of animals and of the almost hypnotic local
such as the Purana, the Upanishad, the Ramayana

pact of the Western culture and presence of the social
— strategy to blend the
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N R'. 5. le?ri emphasizes in his article ‘Literature as Communication’, ‘The speech of the
p‘?et }s vxcto'rlou.s which harbourg a world which baffles the Laws of Destiny, which is impregnated
with J.Oy 1‘)”1“0}’1 1s ab.S(.)lutely independent ang which is beautiful.’ (Tiwari 2002, 31).

;9[;'17“tSahe EZ?;S ertmgs * Anita Desai, the great novelist of the Indian English fiction was bo'm in

. | \nidve place among the contemporary Women novelists in India. She has published
ten novels. Her women characters in her novels rebel against patriarchal community. Her married
women characters like Maya in Cry, a Peacock, Monisha in, The City, Nanda in Fire in the

Moun@n and Sita in Where shall We Go This Summer? become depressed, violent or self-
destructive.

She like Kafka unfolds the existential

. Amn@aﬁ Roy’s Wr.itings * She was born in 1961, in Bengal. The International community knows
Arundhati Roy as an artjst with her novel “The God of Small Things’. Roy is the first Indian author to
have won Broker Prize, Her major essays ‘The End of Imagination’ and ‘The Greater Common

Good’ are available online, She is an iconoclast in ‘The God of Small Things.” The novel is unique in
every aspect.

traits of man in society.

* Manju Kapur’s Writings : She was noted novelist and Professor of English in Delhi. Her first
novel ‘Difficult Daughters’ received the Common Wealth Award. Her novel ‘A married Woman’ is
a seductive story of a love at a time of political and religious upheaval. In her writings, Kapur has
focused on the issues in the context of patriarchy, inter-religious marriage, family bond, co-existence
of past and present. She narrated her women protagonists as a victim of domestic violence, biology,
gender and circumstances.

* Shashi Deshpande’s Writings : She is the second daughter of the famous Kannada dramatist
Shriranga. She worked as a journalist for the magazine ‘On Looker.” Her first novel ‘The Dark Holds
No Terror’ was published in 1999. She won the Sahitya Akadami Award, for her novel, ‘That Long
Silence.” Her third novel ‘Roots and Shadows’ is famous. She presents the problems and concerns of
the middle-class Indian Women. Her writings are rooted in the culture in which she lives. A novel ‘A
Matter of Time’ is a continuation of her search into the many facts of the feminine experience.

* Ashapurna Devi’s Writings : She has emphasis on the revival of a reformed traditional
womanhood. She considers education of women to be of utmost importance. She is more critical of
women than she is of men. In her Trilogy, ‘Pratham Pratishruti’, Subarnalata and BakulKatha,
Devi traces the progression of the feminist movement from colonial to post-colonial periods in India.
She shows how the individual or smaller self finds liberation from pain and isolation.

¢ Kamala Markandya’s Writings : She is one of the greatest women novelists. She won
international fame and recognition with the publication of her first novel ‘Nectar in a Sieve,’ in 1954.
She is well known for writing about cultural clashes between Indian urban and rural societies. Her
other works are ‘Some Inner Fun,” ‘A Silence of Desire,” ‘Possession,” ‘A handful of Rice,” ‘Pleasure
City’ etc. .

Kamala’s ‘Nectar in a Sieve’ is about a strong hero by the name of Rukmani. As. sfle narrates her
story, the readers are involved in her pain. It was,on.l y after' Wor?d W ar I, say.s Seinivasy Iyel?gar,
“that women novelists of quality have begun enriching In.dlan Fiction in English. Qf :hese writers,
Kamala Markandaya and Ruth Prawer Jhabvala are unques%xonably the most outsta‘ndmg (P. .5),

* Kiran Desai's Writings : She born in 1971 as a? Indian aufhor. Her n9vel The Inheritance of
Loss’ won the Booker Prize in 2006. Her first novel ‘Hullabaloo’ published in 1998. She has handled

man llll])( 1t (o] le“l (:-V. Za l. She has expressed pOlitical, economic, (:ult"ml SO i ]
i i 1 lh tion. ’

. her novels. .
ang educatlona; :;pedls,thrvov‘fzngs . She was born in 1927. Her fiction deals with India’s eljte
* Nayantara agal’s :

itical change. She was the first female Indo-Asi fitirto
ondi i dered by political ¢
responding to the crises engen
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receive wide recognition. Her main works are : ‘Prison and Chocolate Cake,’ “This time of Morning,

‘Rich like us’ etc. ) )
Santha Rama Ran, Shakuntala Shrinagesh, Anita Chaudhary, Chhaya Dattar, Ismat Chugatai, Bharati
Mukherjee are some other women novelists to be remembered in this connection. After independet.lce,
the Indo-Anglian writers of fiction and poetry are more self-confident than ever before. There is a
sudden widening of the horizons and a keener and deeper interest in the history of our people and
country. The post-independence novelists and poets seem to stand between the two worlds- one dead,
the other yet to be born.

Conclusion :

Indian literature is called ‘Indo-Anglian’ literature which comprises the work of Indian
writers, in English. English is used here either as the literary lingua franca of Indian or as a world
language. Indo-Anglian literature had had an illustrious history. It reveals many literature forms. It has
the mystical tradition which persisted through the centuries. This tradition embraces the whole of life.
It is related to the earth, the mother, the father, the heaven. It is interested in the empire of man over
nature and in social regeneration and individual liberation. The Indians writing in English acquire a
national consciousness and write to interpret the mind and heart of India to the West. Indian Women
writing in English is being recognized as main contemporary current issues in English literature.
Much of the world’s literature has been dominated by Women’s writing more than two centuries ago.
The majority of novels written by Indian women writers show the psychological sufferings of the
frustrated homemakers. The last decade has seem the emergence of prominent feminist in Indian
Literature. Indian women novelists have explored female subjectivity in order to establish an identity.
The theme is from childhood to womanhood — developed society respecting women in general.
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INTENTIONAL ENRICHMENT TECHNIQUE : AN EFFECTIVE METHOD
FOR IMPROVING HAPPINESS

AND HELPING ATTITUDE

W Mrs. Shraddha A. Raravikar*
Dr. Mrunal A. Bhardwaj**

ABSTRACT !

The article describes a positive activity intervention designed by authors. The controlled trial started with a
random assignment of academic professionals (fifty percent females) in one treatment and one control group. The
Temporal Satisfaction with Life Scale and The Helping Attitude Scales were employed as pre test and post test
measures of happiness and helping attitude. The results of a post test analysis of fifty days intervention showed that the
technique was successful in augmenting the level of happiness and helping attitude of subjects. The controlled trial
illustrated in this article is an extension of the study reported carlier (Bhardwaj & Raravikar, 2015). A major
modification in delivering the intervention is done by giving subjects a choice to select activities of their interest. The
change is done considering the importance of 'person-activity fit' suggested by Lyubomirsky and her colleagues
(Lyubomirsky etal, 2005). An additional variable of helping attitude is also included in present study.

Keywords : Intentional Enrichment Technique, Subjective Well-being, Helping Attitude

'Positive  Activity Interventions (PPIs) is a
scientific answer given by positive psychologists to an
age old question 'what will make people happy?' One
such intervention  named as 'Intentional Enrichment
Technique' is designed by the authors of this article. The
technique attempts to provide tailored positive
experiences that would increase level of happiness. In her
research, Dr. Isen (Isen, 1987) has found that people were
more prone to help others while in a positive state. So the
authors of the study suggest that the elevated happiness
will be followed by the elevated helping attitude.

The key objective of this study is to replicate the
findings of earlier research done by the authors: but with
improved experimental conditions. These improved
conditions would be helpful in authenticating the
effectiveness of the 'Intentional Enrichment Technique'.
The improvement is done in two ways. First modification
is done in delivering activities. in the earlier study,
subjects were asked to do one activity per day and
complete all the activites in a particular sequence. While

conducting this study, subjects were asked to choose any
activities of their interest and follow one activity a day
during intervention period in a sequence they like. If
subjects choose fewer activities, they were asked to
repeat them during the intervention period. Secondly,
another variable of concern that is highly correlated with
happiness i. . helping attitude, is included in study to test
the simultaneous augment in happiness and prosocial
attitude.
Intentional Enrichment Technique

According to Lyubomirsky and colleagues, fifty
percent of a person's happiness is influenced by genetics
and another ten percent is determined by circumstances.
It still gives forty percent chances to increase happiness
by intentional activities. “Intentional Enrichment
technique” suggests such activities. The technique is
based on Fordyce's 14 Happiness Fundamentals (1977,
1983).
The Intentional

Enrichment 1s divided into five

components -
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1. Enrichment of the Self

2. Enrichment of Thoughts

3. Enrichment of Relationships
4. Enrichment of the Work

5. Enrichment of society

Pre-conditions of Enrichment

Intentional
Enrichment of
Thoughts

Intentional
Enrichment
ofSelf

1. Individual should motivated to take responsibility
of own happiness

2. Individual should put active efforts in boosting
own happiness

3. The target should not be of evading pain but of
offsetting its effects

Intentional Enrichment

Intentional
Enrichment of
Relationships

Intentional
Enrichment
of SWB

Intentional

Enrichment of
Work

Intentional

Enrichment
of Society

The model is based on Fordyce's 14 Happiness Fundamentals (1977, 1983)

Significance and Implementation
Enrichment of the Self

The first focus of the effort is 'improvement in self'.

It involves cleaning off negativities of mind and charging

it positively, developing good habits and attaining ones

potential.

Activities

1. Smiling frequently

2. Possession List

3. Giving small gifts

4. Smiling at stranger

5. Ventilate poisonous thoughts
6. Humorous literature

7. SWOT Analysis
8. Accepting the self
9. Setting Goals

10.
Enrichment of Thoughts

Follow greatest passions

The principle of 'we feel the way we think' can be
used to enrich our thoughts. Albert Ellis has proved the
effectiveness of this principle in his psychotherapy.
Activities
1. Understanding “We feel the way we think”

2 Learning Albert Ellis's ABC
3. Re-analysing sad stories
4 Re-assessing negative life event

Vol. 7 % Issue 25% January to March 2020
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Recalling positive moments
Positive monologue

Auto suggestions
Comparing downwards

O © W

Positive wall paper
10.  Savouring
Enrichment of Relationships
The enrichment of relationship would definitely
contribute in increasing happiness as it will gratify our
need to love and to belong.
Activities
Gratefulness chits
Appreciating others
Creating a love account
Saying please and sorry
Forgiveness chits
Walking in others' shoe
Focusing on others' good qualities
Capitalizing on special events

e A o e

Writing to forgotten friends
10.  Helping
Enrichment of the Work
Mostly, our day time is filled by our job. Its
enrichment will justly give a way to richer life.
Activities
Using a decision tree
Searching for a bigger meaning in work
Making a list of what work gives you
Doing your best
Congratulating oneself
Decorating work setting
Using commuting time optimally
Valuing the journey towards work related goals

e A o e

Developing Intrinsic motivation
10.  Mentoring
Enrichment of society
We own a great credit to people and environment.
So giving back is emotionally very rewarding.
Activities
1. Searching a greater meaning in life
2 Spreading a smile
3. Sharing an inspiring story
4 Planting a tree

5. Sending plastic for reuse
6. Volunteering

7. Working on a cause

8. Lending an ear

9. Lending a book

10.  Sharing your enrichment
Review of Literature -

The pursuit of enhancing well-being and lessening
the pain has piloted a large amount research in the area of
Positive Psychology that resulted in various successful
'Positive psychology Interventions (PPIs)'. Such
interventions are designed to add positivity in people's
life and to help them to cope with the negativities
(Seligman, Rashid, & Parks, 2006). Sin & Lyubomirsky
(2009) defined PPIs as “treatment methods or intentional
activities aimed at cultivating positive feelings, positive
behaviours, or positive cognitions”. Intentional activities
are committed and effortful acts people choose to engage
in. These activities can be behavioural, cognitive or
motivational. According to Parks and Biswas-Diener
(2013), the activities must meet the following conditions
to be called a PPI: they should be dealing with a “positive
psychology construct” and should have a research
supporting their usefulness.

The first research based PPI was developed by Dr.
Michael Fordyce. In 1977, he published seminal
experiment crafted to increase happiness. By using the
known characteristics of happy people as a base, he
developed a program of happiness-increase (i.e. 14
Fundamentals for Happiness). The research established
that individuals could be taught to increase their
happiness dramatically (an average of 25 percent) by
giving appropriate training. In 1983, Dr. Fordyce
successfully replicated and refined his early research by
conducting four consecutive studies. The findings of
these seven studies carried out during these two
experiments specify that the program has a significant,
long lasting effect on the happiness of subjects.

The augmented happiness can boost helping too.
Two research studies of Isen and Levin (1972) proved
that spirit of helping others increases with heightened
levels of happiness. In the first study, fifty two males were
randomly divided in experimental condition of 'feeling
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good' and a neutral condition. After distributing cookies
to experimental group only, both the groups were further
The results

showed that students receiving cookies were geared up

divide into 'help' and 'hinder' conditions.

more to volunteering than the students receiving no
cookies. (t=1.96).

Considering the positive correlationship between
happiness and helping attitude and findings reported by
Isen and Levin (1972), the authors of this study predicted
that the elevated level of happiness would simultaneously
lead to increase in helping attitude.

Statement of the problem -

To test the effectiveness of 'Intentional Enrichment
Technique' in enhancing subjective well-being and
helping attitude of college teachers
Objectives -

1. To test the effectiveness of 'Intentional Enrichment

Technique' in increasing subjective well-being

2. To test the simultaneous enhancement in happiness
and helping attitude
Hypotheses -

1. The level of subjective wellbeing will be higher in
experimental group after the intervention

2. The level of helping attitude will be higher in
experimental group after the intervention

Method

Design and Participants

A convenient sample of 100 college teachers
(Females=50%) ageing between 30-55 (Mean
age=42.81, SD=7.28) from L. V. H. College, Nashik,
Maharashtra and M. V. P.'s Arts, Science and Commerce
College, Ozar MIG, Maharashtra participated as subjects.
Procedure

Following the random assignments to a control
group and an experimental group, teachers were assessed
for their baseline level of subjective well-being and
helping attitude.

The intervention viz. Intentional Enrichment
Technique was introduced to the treatment group only.
Subjects were asked to choose the activities of their
interest.

Ifthey selected fewer activities, they were asked to
repeat those activities till the end of the intervention. The

control group was following their usual daily routine.
After fifty days of intervention, scores on measures of
subjective well-being and Helping Attitude were
obtained for post-test comparison.

Materials

The Temporal Satisfaction with Life Scale: The
self report inventory of fifteen items is devised by Pavot,
Diener, & Suh (1998) that intends to measure the level of
life satisfaction of the respondents. The test has high test-
retest reliability of 0.83 and Convergent validity of 0.74.

The Helping Attitude Scale: The self report
inventory of fifteen items is devised by Nickell (1998)
that intends to measure the level of helping attitude. The
test test-retest reliability of the test is quiet higher (0.84).
Results

ANOVA is done to know whether the control
group and treatment group differ in subjective well-being
and Helping Attitude after intervention. The calculated
value of 'Fx' of 0.02 (df= 2, 98) for TSWLS is found
insignificant at both the 0.01 (critical value = 3.95) and
0.05 (critical value= 6.92) levels. It elucidates that the
two groups did not differ at pre-test.

At the same time, the calculated value of 'Fy' of
11.89 (df=2, 98) for TSWLS is found significant at both
the 0.01 and 0.05 levels. It clarifies that the groups were
significantly different in life satisfaction after the
intervention. In short, the control and treatment group
were not different in their level of subjective well-being
in the beginning of experiment. But they were
significantly different at the time of post-test.

The calculated value of 'Fx' of 0.03 (df= 2, 98) for
THAS is found insignificant at both the 0.01 (critical
value = 3.95) and 0.05 (critical value= 6.92) levels. It
shows that the groups did not differ in their helping
attitude at the time of pre-test.

However, the calculated value of 'Fy' (5.8) for
THAS is found significant at both the 0.01 and 0.05 levels
clarifying that groups differ in their level of helping
attitude at the time of post test.

In brief, the control and treatment group were not
different in their level of Helping Attitude in the
beginning of experiment. But they were significantly
different at the time of post-test.
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Measure

F ratio (df=2, 98)

Fx (Pre-test)

Fy (post- test)

TSWLS 0.02

11.89%*

THAS 0.03

5.8%

*Significance at 0.05 level; ** Significance at 0.01 level
TSWLS: Temporal satisfaction with life Scale

THAS: The Helping Attitude Scale

The 't' test was done after considering the
significance of 'Fy' to further analysis the differences

between means of pre-tests and post-tests.

Measure Groups Pre-Test Post- Test Calculated
Value of 'z’
Mean SD Mean SD
TSWLS Control Group 71.68 8.002 71.85 8.1 0.1
Experimental Group 71.68 8.32 77.95 6.99 4.098%**
THAS Control Group 75.87 7.65 75.87 7.65 0
Experimental Group 76.14 7.7 80.3 7.7 2.70%*

** Significance at 0.01 levels

The results of 't' test confirms our first hypothesis.
As expected we found a statistically significant
difference between the means of pre-test (M =71.68, SD
= 8.32) and post-tests (M=77.95, SD= 6.99) of treatment
group. The value of standard sigma scores (z= 4.098)
exceeds the critical value of 2.37 at 0.01 levels. But no
statistically significant difference was found between the
means of pre-test (M=71.68, SD= 8.002) and post-test
(M=71.85, SD=8.1) of control group as the value of
standard sigma scores (z= 0.1) does not exceed the
critical value of Z scores. Hence, the first hypothesis can
beaccepted at 0.01 levels.

Like Subjective well-being, the teachers of
experimental group showed increase in Helping Attitude
also. As expected we found a statistically significant

difference between the means of pre-test (M =76.14, SD
= 7.7) and post-tests (M=80.3, SD= 7.7) of treatment
group. The value of standard sigma scores (z= 2.70)
exceeds the critical value 2.37 at 0.01 level. But no
significant difference was found between the means of
pre-test (M=75.87, SD= 7.65) and post-test (M=75.87,
SD=7.65) of control group as the value of standard sigma
scores (z= 0) does not exceed the critical value of Z
scores. Therefore, the second hypothesis can be accepted
at0.01 levels.
Discussion

A positive psychology intervention was designed
by the authors while drawing on the research of Dr.
Michale Fordyce (1977, 1983). The effectiveness of
intervention was successfully verified in earlier study
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(Bhardwaj and Raravikar, 2015). But getting positive
results in a single experiment may not justify the
effectiveness of Intentional Enrichment Technique. Also,
authors found it necessary to modify the way of
delivering intervention. According to Lyubomirsky et al.
(2005), 'person-activity fit' may prove an important
contributor in the success of intervention. So the present
experiment was conducted by considering the 'person-
activity fit' that was missing in earlier study.

The first hypothesis is confirmed and well
supported by an internet based training program
conducted by Seligman and Steen (2005) on a convenient
sample (N=577) verified the success of five positive
exercises in increasing happiness as compared to a
neutral activity of recalling early memories. The results
showed that three out of the seven interventions were
successful in increasing happiness that lasted up to six
months.

The second hypothesis is also confirmed and well
supported by the classical experiment of Isen and Levin
(1972). In the first study of the experiment, fifty two male
students were divided randomly to two conditions i.e.
feeling good by receiving cookies and neutral. The more
number of students in a feeling good condition were
ready to serve as a research confederate as compared to
the students from neutral condition. In the second study
of the experiment (N=41), the subjects receiving money
unexpectedly, were more inclined to help strangers to
gather the papers dropped down by them.

Conclusion

he accomplishment of Intentional Enrichment
Technique in augmenting happiness and helping attitude
is convincing.
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